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Israeli police release settler suspected 
of anti-Palestinian vandalism 

HEBRON (AFP) — A Jewish settler arrested for 
shooting at houses in a Palestinian refugee camp has 
been released on bail, Israeli police said Saturday. The 
man, whose identity was not given, was arrested Fri- 
day after opening fire at homes in the AI Amib 
refugee camp, damaging a water heater on the top of 
one house but causing no injuries, police said. The 
suspect, reportedly opened fire after his car was 
stoned. Police are still investigating the incident, they 
said. Some 20 Palestinian youths on Saturday threw 
rocks and bottles at Israeli soldiets in Hebron, as ten- 
sions mount in the divided West Bank city. 



PNA to distribute land, block 
settlement expansion 

GAZA CITY ( AFP) — Palestinian officials plan to 
distribute land adjacent to Jewish settlements to Pales- 
tinian farmers as part of an effort to block expansion 
of the settlements, it was reported Saturday. Land bor- 
dering the settlements will be linked to existing irriga- 
tion networks and given to farmers, Palestinian Vice- 
Minister for Agriculture Ata Abu Kharish said, quoted 
by Palestinian news agency WAFA. ‘The Home and 
Agriculture Ministers have created a joint committee 
that will file a report on the best way to exploit those 
territories located on the periphery of Israeli settle- 
meats, in order to prevent their expansion," the agency 
also said. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
advocates expanding the roughly 150 Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
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Prince Hassan meets with party leaders, says 
Jordanians capable of meeting all challenges 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Saturday met with lead- 
ers of all political parties in 
an unprecedented move 
aimed at consolidating dia- 
logue with all sectors of 
society. 

The talks were part of a 
comprehensive discourse 
that Prince Hassan started 
last week by holding sepa- 
rate meetings with young 
entrepreneurs, members of 
the judicial, representatives 
from the Muslim Brother- 
hood and other sectors. 

The Regent stated that 
the government had a gen- 
uine desire to hold a dia- 
logue with all political par- 
ties in order to achieve a 
comprehensive under- 
standing and cooperation 
among all forces. 

“This Call is for all citi- 
zens, to open a new chapter 
in our relations," he told 
reporters later yesterday. 

"This is a historic 
moment and opportunity. 
Cooperation wall prove 
that Jordanians are capable 
of meeting the challenges 
ahead." 

Stressing that it was the 
first time that all parties, 
ran g in g from Isl amis ts to 
centrists and communists, 
wereieceived at the Royal 
Contrail together. Prince 
Hassan 'said^ the meeting 
focused on the need for 
institutionalising party 
activities. 

“We are ready to absorb 
and accept any positive and 
constructive idea and we 
hope that this will be insti- 
tutionalised through Parlia- 
ment on the basis of partic- 
ipation of all concerned 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent; talks with political party leaders, on Saturday during a histor- 
ical meeting aimed at encouraging dialogue between the leadership and all sectors of society (Photo by Boghos) 


parties.” 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein had listed the resump- 
tion of a constructive and 
frank dialogue with all par- 
ties and other civic society 
institutions as one of the 
main tasks of the newly- 
appointed government of 
Fayez Tarawneh. 

The Crown Prince said a 
new elections law, current- 
ly under debate, was 
among the issues discussed 
in the meeting. 

The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported 
that the Regent emphasised 
the importance of respect- 
ing different ideas and the 
need for framing political 
and ideological differences 
in a respectful and con- 
structive manner. 


The meeting was attend- 
ed by Premier Tarawneh, 
Royal Court Chief Jawad 
Anani, and Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh. 

Petra quoted Prince Has- 
san as calling on the parties 
to strengthen dialogue 
among them and to adopt 
clear programmes that peo- 
ple understand and that can 
lay solid foundations to 
deal with the challenges 
ahead 

Tarawneh voiced his 
government’s commitment 
to responsible dialogue and 
consultation with various 
sectors as charted in the 
King’s letter of designa- 
tion, Petra added. 

Party leaders interviewed 
by the Jordan Times after 
the more than three-hour 


meeting voiced their 
appreciation for the 
Regent's initiative and said 
they had conveyed to 
Prince Hassan the nation's 
best wishes to His Majesty 
King Hussein for a speedy 
recovery and a safe return 
home. 

Suleiman Arar. secretary 
general of the pan-Arabist 
Al Mustaqbal, told the Jor- 
dan Times that all party 
leaders agreed that the 
meeting was very success- 
ful and stressed the need 
for such meetings to con- 
tinue on a periodical basis. 

“It was the first time that 
a meeting at such level 
took place, and we are all 
very grateful to HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan for 
having given us die oppor- 


tunity to express our views 
and concerns." said Abdul 
Hadi Majali. secretary gen- 
eral of die National Consti- 
tutional Party (NCP). 

The elections law to reg- 
ulate the 2001 general polls 
and the parties' difficulties 
in gathering following and 
political momentum 
topped the meeting’s agen- 
da. party leaders said. 

The Islamists started a 
fierce campaign against ^ie 
one-person, one- vote sys- 
tem introduced ahead of 
the 1993 elections, saying 
it was aimed at decreasing 
their representation in the 
80-member Lower House 
of Parliament. After the 
disappointing results of the 

(Continued on page 3) 


‘Parliament to reconvene for confidence 
vote in new government within three weeks’ 


By Fairouz Abu-Gbazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament, 
which went into recess only a week ago, is 
expected to hold a second extraordinary session 
this summer to discuss the policy statement of 
die newly-formed government 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent confirmed this after chairing a Cabinet 
session yesterday. 

T will respond to the recommendations of the 
government in that regard, and the prime minis- 
ter has made his intentions to present the (gov- 
ernment’s policy statement] to Parliament which 
I think is an important step so that the govern- 
ment can go on with the business of governing 
and fine tuning the priorities of the role of the 
executive,” Prince Hassan told reporters. 

The 23-member government of Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh was mandated on Aug. 19, two 
days before Parliament adjourned. According to 
the Constitution, if a Cabinet is formed while 
Parliament is in session, it should submit its pol- 


icy statement to the House within a month of its 
appointment. 

“[The government] has proposed that a Royal 
Decree be issued to reconvene Parliament before 
Sept 19th,” Tarawneh told reporters after yester- 
day’s Cabinet session. 

During a meeting on Saturday between the pre- 
mier and Lower House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Sfour, the two discussed the mechanism of sub- 
mitting the Cabinet’s policy statement and sub- 
jecting the government to a vote of confidence 
by the House, in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion. 

They also discussed ways of maintaining con- 
tact and close cooperation between tbe govern- 
ment and Parliament, the premier said. 

“The meeting with the prime minister tackled 
issues related to the upcoming stage of parlia- 
mentary work,” Srour told the Jordan Times on 
Saturday. “The prime minister expressed his 
government's intention to work in close cooper- 
ation with Parliament." 

Tarawneh, upon instructions from His Majesty 
King Hussein, reiterated tbe announcement he 


made Friday that ministers, who are also mem- 
bers of tbe Senate, should resign from the Upper 
House to ensure the principle of separation of 
powers between the executive and the legislative 
authorities and to allow the House to exercise its 
role in monitoring the government’s perfor- 
mance. 

Accordingly, four senators are expected to 
resign. They are Taher K a naan, minister of state 
for development affairs;’ Jawdat SbouL minister 
of justice: Tawfiq Khreishan, minister of munic- 
ipal and rural affairs and the environment and 
Nayef Qadi, minister of interior. 

A Royal Decree will later be issued appointing 
four new senators to fill the vacancies in the 
Upper House. 

Reports in the Arab press after the formation of 
Tarawneb’s government . spoke of discontent 
among Lower House deputies because tbe gov- 
ernment included senators but did not include 
any deputies. 

Deputies also protested that the House was not 
consulted on the makeup of the Cabinet. 


Regent warns procrastination on 
Israeli troop withdrawal may 
lead to more violence 


Ikreq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, 
warned Saturday that fur- 
ther delay of an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank could lead to an 
escalation of violence in 
tire region. 

“Practically every day 
that passes by makes us 
worry that there is a chance 
that violence could esca- 
late,” the Regent told jour- 
nalists. 

“Once again violence 
became international. It 
has its own causes like 
despair and frustration.” 
Prince Hassan said. 

“There should be 


achievements on tbe sec- 
ond stage of (Israeli army] 
redeployment. We should 
support the Palestinian 
people on tbeir national 
soil" he added. 

Palestinian President 

Arafat in 
Amman for 
talks Monday 

Yasser Arafat is expected 
here on Monday to update 
the Jordanian government 
on recent developments 
regarding an Israeli with- 
drawal from the West 
Bank. 

Prime Minister Fayez 


Tarawneh told reporters 
following the weekly cabi- 
net session tbat Arafat will 
arrive here en route to 
attend the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) summit 
in South Africa. 

Tarawneh voiced hope 
the Palestinians and 
Israelis would soon reach 
an agreement, breaking a 
stalemate in the peace 
process. 

“Both sides may reach a 
compromise, but at least it 
will not be at the expense 
of the Palestinian side," the 
premier said, hoping a set- 
tlement on a long awaited 
troop pullout “will open 
the door for final status 
negotiations," Tarawneh 
said. 


Prince Hassan welcomes U.S., 
Libyan overtures on Lockerbie 

The agreement in principle an 
interesting development in itself 


By Tbreq Ayyoab 

Special to die Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness^ wn Prince Hassan, fee 
Regent, on Saturday wel- 
comed U.S. and Libyan over- 
tures towards resolving the 
Lockerbie issue which sig- 
nalled a possible lifting of the 
six-year-old sanctions against 
the north African state. 

Speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing a regular Cabinet ses- 
sion, the Regent described tbe 
new development as “interest- 
ing” and expressed hope that 
the concerned parties wfll 
resolve their differences soon. 

Prince Hassan was com- 
menting on a statement by 
Libyan leader MuammarQad- 
hafi on Friday in which he said 
that Libya was ready to hand 
over two Libyan suspects to 
Dutch authorities for trial on 
alleged charges of bombing a 


U.S. plane in 1988. 

Qadhafi said that he was 
ready to discuss technicalities 
of Che judicial procedures of 
the trial with the US. and 
BritaitL 

The Libyan leader called on 
Washington and London to 
launch a dialogue with Tripoli 
over the details of the trial 
which will be conducted by 
Scottish judges in the Hague. 

“1 believe the agreement in 
principal and the eloquent 
statement made by Colonel 
Qadhafi yesterday to the effect 
that he is satisfied with the 
U.S. and UK. compliance 
with the role of Scottish justice 
is an interesting development 
in itsell” the Regent said 

“1 hope that the technicalities 
leading to that meeting can be 
resolved in the near future," 
the Prince told reporters. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said earlier litis year that Jor- 


dan was exerting efforts to 
resolve tbe Lockerbie crisis. 

Al Aswaq daily quoted For- 
eign Minister Abdul Bah Al 
Khatib as saying that U.S. 
Pres dent Bin Clinton and 
British Prime Minister Tray 
Blair have informed Prince 
Hassan about their proposals 
to end die Lockerbie crisis. 

Khatib told the newspaper 
thanhe Regent received mes- 
sages from die two leaders. 

The daily said dial Prince 
Hassan has informed King 
Hussein on the contents of the 
two messages and the two 
states’ readiness to try the 
Libyan suspects in a third 
country. 

“Jordanian authorities have 
immediately consulted the 
Libyan government and 
informed them about die new 
proposals." Khatib was quoted 
assaying. 


Tarawneh says ‘options open’ 
on bread price reduction 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh on Sat- 
urday did not rule out a 
reduction in bread prices 
following a worldwide drop 
in wheat prices. 

“We have not discussed it 
yet but all options are open. 
We will not spare any effort 
that would enable us to 


move forward,” the prime 
minister told reporters fol- 
lowing a Cabinet session 
chaired by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
tbe Regent. 

Tbe hike in bread prices 
in 1996 caused a public 
outcry, especially in the 
southern govemorates 
where people took to the 
streets rioting. 

Jordan’s Consumer Pro- 


tection Society, chaired by 
Mohammad ObeidaL called 
on the government earlier 
this month to reduce prices 
relatively with the new 
international market price 
of wheat. 

The government, which 
used to buy one tonne of 
wheat at tbe cost of $250, 
can now buy it at a rate 
ranging from $125 to $140. 


Poll finds public sceptical about new government 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A public opinion 
survey has depicted surprising- 
ly low enthusiasm among the 
Jordanian public for the new 
government, appointed eight 
days ago. 

The resignation of former 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali’s government following 
this summer's water pollution 
scandal was expected to restore 
some confidence in govern- 
ment 

But a survey conducted by the 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
(CSS) at the University of Jor- 
dan, showed that 33.8 per cent 
of the general public believe 
&at recently-appointed Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh can 
very successfully shoulder his 
responsibilities to meet his stat- 
ed mandate. 


Opinion leaders — political 
analysts, party leaders, union 
and professional association 
activists and writers, including 
journalists and editors — 
expressed an even greater scep- 
ticism, with only 25-5 per cent 
stating that the premier would 
be veiy successful. 

Nearly 45 per cent of opinion 
leaders and 35 per cent of the 
general public felt Tarawneh 
will be moderately successful. 

Results of the survey, the third 
of its kind carried out by the 
CSS, re affir med that Jordanians 
hold the prime minister in high- 
er regard than die Cabinet as a 
whole: only 25 per cent of 938 
members of the general public 
surveyed and 19.3 per cent of 
581 opinion leaders surveyed 
believe that the government col- 
lectively can successfully man- 
age the responsibilities of the 
coming stage. 


Six per cent of the general 
public said tbe government was 
incapable of fulfilling its man- 
date, while more than 14 per 
cent of opinion leaders said the 
new team would not be success- 
ful at all. 

The CSS began measuring 
public opinion for the first time 
with tbe appointment of former 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti in February 1996. 

At that time, 51.7 per cent of 
the public believed Kabariti 
would be very successful, and 
32 per cent believed he would 
be successful to a certain extent. 

Majali, who resigned ten days 
ago. also received a substantial 
display of public confidence in 
his abilities following his 
appointment in 1997. Then, 
roughly 54 per cent of the public 
indicated that Majali would be 
very successful in shouldering 
his responsibilities, and only 5.6 


per cent of opinion leaders 
believed that the Majali govern- 
ment would not succeed. 

After tbe Majali government's 
first 100 days in office, the pub- 
lic opinion of the government’s 
rate of success dropped to 44 
per cent, a decrease in populari- 
ty largely attributed to the pub- 
lic's displeasure over foe gov- 
ernment’s handling of several 
crucial issues, particularly foe 
introduction of temporary 
amendments to the 1993 Press 
and Publications Law and par- 
liamentary elections legislation. 

Throughout the past year, a 
deepening economic crisis, foe 
faltering peace process and 
“anti-democratic" practices 
combined with charges of nepo- 
tism and corruption exacerbated 
foe public’s frustration with 
Majali’s government and com- 
promised foe executive’s credi- 
bility. Public outrage climaxed 


in July during foe water pollu- 
tion scandal. 

The combination of factors 
suggested that almost any new 
government ought to garner 
more favourable ratings. 

In analysing foe survey 
results, CSS Director Mustafa 
Hamameh said that he was sur- 
prised by the low figures, but 
stopped short of suggesting that 
foe statistics reflected a lack of 
confidence in the new prime 
minister or his cabinet 

“I would suggest that [foe 
results] indicate that Tarawneh 
is still an ‘unknown quantity,’ 
rather than that foe public has 
lost confidence,” Hamameh 
said yesterday during an inter- 
view with foe Jordan Times. 

The premier is a career politi- 
cian, whose resume includes 
posts as head of the peace nego- 
tiations team in 1993. a four- 
year tenure as ambassador to foe 


United States, chief of protocol 
for foe late Queen Alia, and 
most recently chief of foe Royal 
Court. Before foal, he served as 
board chairman of foe Arab 
Contractors Company and as 
minis ter of state for prime min- 
istry affairs. 

“He studied abroad, he 
worked outside foe country. He 
has never been in foe limelight 
like Majali or Kabariti, so peo- 
ple don’t know him and aren't 
as familiar with him," says 
Hamameh. 

Only recently did Tarawneh 
take on “high profile” positions. 
In March of 1997, he was 
appointed as foreign minister, 
and earlier this year, assumed 
foe position of Royal Court 
chief. 

However, Hamameh concedes 
also that “foe turnover in gov- 
ernments since 1989 has 
brought with it a certain cyni- 


cism.” 

“This all means foal foe gov- 
ernment has to move very swift- 
ly to captivate public opinion,” 
he says. 

The Tarawneh government’s 
mandate was outlined in His 
Majesty King Hussein’s letter of 
designation, which focused 
mostly on domestic issues — 
particularly fighting nepotism 
and bolstering deteriorating liv- 
ing standards. 

‘Telling foe truth and acting 
with transparency in presenting 
foe facts to foe public are among 
foe most important duties of foe 
government,” foe King wrote. 
‘‘[Decisions] must be clear, hon- 
est and objective based on accu- 
rate statistics.” 

King Hussein also listed the 
fight against poverty and 

(Continued on page 3) 




2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, August 30, 1998 


Yilmaz rejects PKK cease-fire offer 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
on Saturday dismissed an 
unconditional cease-fire offer 
by the head of Kurciish sepa- 
ratist militants, saying the gov- 
ernment would never accept 
the rebel leader as a negotiating 
partner. 

Kurdish leader Abdullah 
Ocolan on Friday declared an 
unconditional cease-fire in the 
fight against the Turkish state, 
in a broadcast by Med-TV, the 
channel of the separatist Kur- 
dish Workers' Party (PKK). 

"We will never accept him as 
a negotiating partner,” Yilmaz 
told journalists, “if he is taking 
steps to surrender, having 
grasped that he is in a desperate 
situation and cannot fight 
against the Turkish state. I call 
that positive. But if he is aiming 
to create a political platform in 
Europe, his efforts are in vain." 


he added. 

Ocalan was reported in June 
to have sent a letter to the 
Council of Europe’s 572 
deputies in Strasbourg to 
express his view that a political 
solution to the Kurdish issue 
should be found rapidly. 

The outlawed PKK has con- 
ducted an armed rebellion 
against Ankara in the predomi- 
nantly Kurdish southeast of 
Turkey since 1984 with the aim 
of creating an independent 
Kurdish state. 

Ocalan, alias “Apo," said the 
cease-fire could come into 
effect on Tuesday. World Peace 
Day, to settle “the Kurdish 
national question peacefully 
and begin a dialogue" with the 
Turkish govemraenL 

Ocalan, usually resident in 
Damascus or in the Syrian-con- 
trolled sector of Lebanon's 
Bekaa valley, says the PKK 


represents the eight to 12 mil- 
lion Kurds living in Turkey, 
whose overall population is 
some 63 million. 

The Turkish government 
rejects the PKK as representa- 
tive of the Kurdish minority 
and refuses any dialogue with 
it. dismissing it as a temsist 
organisation. 

Almost 31,000 people have 
died in the violence. 

Ocalan 's offer was for a truce 
lasting until the next Turkish 
elections in April of next year. 

The PPK’s European repre- 
sentative. Kani Yilmaz, said in 
June in Sweden that Ankara 
would have to recognise the 
PKK as a legitimate political 
organisation and stop referring 
to it as a terrorist group before 
the PKK would fey down its 
arms. 

He said the PKK was trying 
to achieve a peaceful solution 


to the Kurdish problem by 
working alongside NATO, the 
Council of Europe and the 
Socialist International. 

The PKK previously 
declared unilateral cease-fires 
in March 1993 and December 
1 995 but the Turkish authorities 
did not recognise these. 

The People's Democracy 
Party (Hadep), a pro-Kurdish 
group, Saturday launched an 
appeal in support of Ocalan's 
unconditional cease-fire. 

‘Turkey requires democratic 
courage.” it said in a statement 
“Everyone living in Turkey 
should contribute to the cease- 
fire process." 

The Turkish government 
considers Hadep the PKK's 
political wing and several of its 
leaders are under legal investi- 
gation on charges of “having 
acted and held views support- 
ive of the PKK." 


Turkey 
rejects 
‘bargaining’ 
over Cyprus 
missiles 


ANKARA (.AFP) — Turkey 
said on Saturday it would not 
accept any negotiations over 
the controversial S-300 mis- 
siles due to be deployed in 
Cyprus by the Greek -Cypriot 
government later this year. 

‘AVe will not allow the S- 
300s to become the subject of 
bargaining.'' the Turkish for- 
eign ministry said in response 
to comments by Greek and 
Greek -Cypriot leaders that 
they were ready to discuss any 
proposals to demilitarise the 
divided Mediterranean island. 

‘The problems over the S- 
300s were created by Greece 
and the Greek-Cvpriots, who 
must assume ail responsibility 
for any negative developments 
these weapons provoke." the 
ministry said in a statement 

Ankara's comments come 
ahead of a visit Monday to 
Turkish-held northern Cyprus 
by Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem for talks with Turidsh- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
and other officials. 

The U.S. has put forward 
plans for a no-fly zone in a bid 
to defuse tensions over the 
Greek-Cypriot government's 
plans to deploy the Russian- 
made S-300 surface-to-air 
missiles. 

"Greece and Cyprus would 
not have any objections to cre- 
ating in Cyprus a guaranteed 
zone in which military flights 
would be banned in the frurne- 
w.Vk of a procedure aiming 
for the gradual demilitarisation 
of the iNland." Greek Cypriot 
President Glalcos Clerides 
said in Alliens on Thursday. 

Turkey says the missiles are 
a threat to both itself and to the 
Turkish-Cypriot north of the 
island and has warned it will 
take military action it* they are 
deployed. 


70,000 Iranian soldiers to hold 
exercises near Afghan border 


TEHRAN (AP) — Some 
70.000 elite Iranian soldiers 
plan to hold exercises near the 
border with Afghanistan, 
where Tehran claims that the 
Taleban militia is holding 47 
Iranians. 

The Islamic revolutionary 
Guards Corps will hold the 
manoeuvres, code named 
Ashura 3. within the next few 
days, Maj. Gen. Yahya Rahim 
Safovi, the commander of the 
IRGC. said Saturday. 

He said preliminary exercis- 
es have already started and 
they will be followed by the 
main manoeuvres, which will 


last for three days. 

The manoeuvres will be the 
largest this year and the first 
held near the border since tire 
1979 Islamic revolution, he 
said. 

Iran has accused the Taleban 
militia, which controls most of 
the country, of detaining 47 
Iranians since it captured the 
northern city ofMazar-i-Sharif 
on Aug. 8. The detainees 
include 1 1 diplomats, one 
journalist and 35 truck drivers. 

The Taleban says it knows 
nothing about the Iranian 
diplomats, but it admits to 
holding some 30 Iranians sus- 


pected of arming its oppo- 
nents. 

Tt is natural that our 
manoeuvres are not unrelated 
to the recent Afghan affairs,” 
Safavi said in a press confer- 
ence attended for die first time 
by foreign as well as local 
reporters. 

Last week, IRGC troops 
were deployed on the border 
with Afghanistan to monitor 
the movement of forces fight- 
ing the civil war there. 

Also last week, former Pres- 
ident Hashemi Rafsanjani 
warned that Iran might resort 
to force to free die Iranians. 



DEMONSTRATOR ARRESTED IN ISTANBUL A woman protester is taken to a police 
bos Saturday following a demonstration in Istanbul by some two hundred people against 
the government’s failure to find ‘the disappeared.’ About 60 demonstrators were detained 
after rallying for solidarity with the so-called Saturday Mothers, relatives of those who 
are missing, in Istanbul’s busy pedestrian street of Istiklal (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian 
court 
sentences 
three police 
officers to 
death 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
Palestinian military tribunal 
sentenced three Palestinian 
police officers to death Satur- 
day for a double murder in 
the Gaza Strip two days ago. 

Fares Abu Sultan and his 
two brothers. Mohammad 
and Raed, who are ail mem- 
bers of one of the Palestinian 
police services, will go 
before a firing squad, court 
officials said, without giving 
a date. 

The court gave a fourth 
brother life imprisonment 
and one of their cousins five 
years in prison with hard 
labour. 

The three condemned men 
opened fire with their service 
weapons during a quarrel 
Thursday with members of 
the Kbalkli family, killing 
brothers Majdi and Moham- 
mad and seriously wounding 
a third brother. 

Majdi Khalidi was an offi- 
cer in the Palestinian intelli- 
gence service, and both he 
and Mohammad were mem- 
bers of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat's Fateh faction. 

Fateh organised a strike to 
close shops in several sectors 
of die Gaza Strip Saturday in 
a sign of mourning and potty 
activists burned tyres, block- 
ing roads there. 


Khatami sues two publications for defamation 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami is suing two hard- 
line publications for libel, 
the country's official news 
agency reported Saturday. 

The suits against the 
weekly newspaper Shalam- 
cheh and the monthly maga- 
zine Ya Lassarat A1 Hossein 
will begin in a Tehran court 
Monday, the Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency quoted a 


judiciary official as saying. 
The directors of the publica- 
tions have been summoned 
to appear. 

Khatami is accusing the 
publications, both founded 
and sponsored by the mili- 
tant Ansar" e Hizbollah 

group, of printing “insults 
and lies and violating the 
press law,” IRNA said. 

The official. Said Now- 
bari, told the agency the 


suits stem from articles pub- 
lished at the time of the 
presidential elections in 
May 1997. He did not elab- 
orate. 

During the campaign, both 
publications sharply criti- 
cised Khatami, who was the 
leading moderate candidate. 

It was not dear why 
Khatami has waited so long 
to file the suit. 

Khatami’s landslide victo- 


ry against a hard-liner in the 
campaign was widely wel- 
comed by women and young 
people in Iran who saw it as 
a triumph for civil liberties. 
But the president has 
•encountered strong opposi- 
tion from conservatives 
‘within - the ruling hierarchy 
who accuse him of betraying 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
led by the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 


Qadhafi offers lawyer to defend Clinton 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan President 
Moummar Qadhafi offered Friday to send 
a lawyer to defend U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in the case arising from his rela- 
tionship with a former White House 
intern. 

In an interview with the Qatari televi- 
sion channel A1 Jazeera. Qadhafi spoke of 
world leaders past and present and con- 
firmed reports of a British-sponsored 
attempt to assassinate him in 1996. 

Qadhafi said the scandal of Clinton's 
involvement with Monica Lewinsky was 
instigated by the American Jewish lobby 
which, he added, was behind all the pres- 
ident's actions. 

“Even this Monica [case], was organ- 
ised by Jews. It is a Jewish and Zionist 
conspiracy.” Qadhafi said in an interview 
“I have no bad intentions towards (Clin- 


ton]. and I was willing to send him a 
lawyer to defend him.” 

“He is a victim. Even the strikes against 
Sudan, Afghanistan and Baghdad are the 
work of Zionism,” Qadhafi said, referring 
to LbS. cruise missile attacks on Sudan 
and Afghanistan last week and previously 
against Iraq. 

Qadhafi blasted former U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan, who ordered an air attack 
on Libya in 1986 in retaliation for the 
bombing of a Berlin discotheque in which 
two U.S. servicemen were killed. Libya 
said 37 people, including on adopted 
daughter of Qadhafi, were killed in the 
attack. 

“Clinton is not Reagan, who was ridicu- 
lous. an idiot aggressive and behaved like 
a cowboy. When I used to tell people he 
was crazy, they used to say no. Now it has 


become clear because he is suffering from 
[Alzheimer's disease]." Qadhafi said. 

The Libyan president revealed a soft 
spot for British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, whom he described as “the young 
man ruling Britain now [who] is not like 
[former Prime Minister MargaretJ 
Thatcher, who was frill of spite. He is a 
man with whom we have no problem." 

Qadhafi confirmed recent allegations of 
a plot to kill him. 

A former British agent David Shayler, 
told British media this month that 
Britain’s Secret Intelligence Service chan- 
nelled about SI 60.000 to an Islamist 
group to kill Qadhafi by planting a bomb 
under a road. The BBC reported (hat the 
attempt was carried out in February 1996 
and killed several people. The British 
government denied any role in the affair. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Six Algerian farmers kffled 


ALGIERS (AP) — Assailants believed to be 
part of an Islamist protection racket tortured 
and slit the throats of six. farmers in western 
Algeria hospital officials said Saturday. The 
six victims — four men and two women — 
were found dead Friday afternoon near their 
farms close to Tipaza 100 kilometres west of 
Algiers. Locals said the attackers belonged to 
the Armed Islamic Group, and were running a 
protection racket in the area Further west, near 
the Moroccan border. Algeria's security forces 
have been scouring the Ain Sefra region in 
search of Islamists for the last ten days. 


Sudanese press reported Saturday. The aircraft 
which arrived on Thursday evening and left 24 
hours later, was also carrying medicines, it 
said. During the visit delegation leader Abdul 
Hamid Amman the Libyan- Arab relations 
coordinator, condemned the U.S. attack on a 
Khartoum phanriaceuticals plant on August 20 
as “a dirty American aggression." 


‘9 Iraqis blown up by mines’ 


Sudan rebels free PoWs 


KHARTOIIM (AFP) — Eighty-three prison- 
ers of war have returned to Khartoum after 
being released by rebels in the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA), a government 
source said Saturday. Most of the PoWs were 
government soldiers who had been captured in 
fighting with the SPLA. They had been held in 
Yei town in south Sudan and were released 
after mediation by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, which flew them to Nairobi 
where they were collected by a Sudinese plane 
for the return to Khartoum. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Nine Iraqis have been 
blown up in recent days by landmines or shells 
left over from the 1991 Gulf war, an Iraqi 
newspaper reported on Saturday. Three shep- 
herds died in the desert region of Safwan and 
another six Iraqis were killed near the bolder 
with Kuwait the official AJ Jumhouriya news- 
paper quoted the governor of the Al Zubair 
region as saying. 


‘Iran doll production hits snag’ 


‘Libyan plane flies into Sudan" 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A Libyan plane has 
flown into Khartoum carrying a delegation of 
Libyan officials, in defiance of the LLN. air 
embargo imposed on Tripoli six yean; ago. the 


TEHRAN (R) — Technical problems have 
delayed the production of Sara and Dara, Iran's 
answer to Barbie and Ken which are con- 
demned in the Islamic republic as symbols of 
“Western decadence.” a newspaper reported on 
Saturday. “The Sara and Dara dolls were due 
to be introduced last year but nothing has been 
achieved in this regard because of industrial 
difficulties.” the daily Quds quoted Mohseo 
Chiniforoushan, head of a youth culture centre 
in charge of producing the dolls, as saying. 
“Our main effort is to not compromise quality 
for the sake of speed.” said Chiniforoushan. 


■IORDAN TELEVISION 

7W. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 Canoon — The Pink Pan- 
ther 

15:20 Girtnon — The Pumpkin 
Patch 

15:30 The Adventures of the 
Black Stallion 

16:00 The American Chan Show 
17:00 ....Doc. — Royal Blood 
18:00 Dramj — Bonne Espnancc 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — Sci- 
ence Mjeazinc iE=M6> 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Life’s Most Embarrassing 
Moments 

20:00 People Count 

20:30 Talk Show — Challenges 

21:00 Drama — Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-wrics — “Titanic” (pi. D 
00:10 The History of Rock and Rod 
00:30 EndofT.X. 


JORDAN TIMES DAJLYGUIDE AND CALENDAR 


4622366 

.Anglican 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:43 Fajr 

06:04 i Sunrise) Duha 

12:36 Dhuhr 

16:13 ‘Asr 

J9:08 Maghreb 

20-J9 lsha 


CHURCHES 


Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

Sl Afran Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TcL 5661757 
Church of the .Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fiehTd. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English -Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


slightly with relative hot weather 
conditions prevailing and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, it will be hot winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 


Amman 

.21/34 

27/W 


20/36 


JS6/38 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 

Amman 37. Aqaba 40 Humidity 

readings; Amman 20 

per cent. 

Aqaba 43 percent. 


Following are the highest temper- 

mures expected today 

in the fd- 

lowing areas: 


AjkJtm 

28 


34 




35 


.. 36 

Dead Sea — . 

42 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifich. TcL 5920740 
Assemblies or God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Hakim — 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab 

Dn Ayman Muhtaseb.. 
De Jamal Jlorafa 


Firas pharmacy ........ 

Ai Asema pharmacy ... 
Nairoukh pharmacy .... 


-...4885446 
, ...5602507 
,-4875748 

S3473S! 

...5661912 

...4637055 

—4623672 


AI Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yaccwb pharmacy 464494 5 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

tRB©: 

Dr. IssamSafih 246858 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HUalSayyid. 3852902 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 
— 5661 111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue POfice 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade... 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police.- 5343402 

Traffic Police. 4896390 

Public Security Dept. — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Wter&Sna^GxTpiairfi^897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

— .478711 

l 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls .0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ..............4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs. .5661 101 

Jordan Television .4773111 
Radio Jordan .„47741 1 1 


Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority ...58156(5 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight In formal inn....44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport .>.44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Hcan and Specif 
Srngery 5921199 

The Islarrec. Ahdli ... __Sf**il3l/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Td. 5 K56 n5(i 

LuzmSu ..46301 ‘>5 

Khalidi Maiemity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiemity .. 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669 1 31 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrren ..477710 1/3 

Al-Bashk- .4775111/26 

Army, Marka .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674 1 55 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovL Hospital .(09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital 109)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

..... — (09)990990 

OU HD: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

.( 02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


1021272275 

Ibn AI Nafecs Hospital 

1 02 *247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hayu Hospital ...(03)3 141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This iiifiirnuii.vi is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Td. (-Ml 
53200-3. where rt should ahmys be 
venfietl. Information on other flights 
can lu' supplied on plume (4-1} 
152700) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:30 Abu Dhabi faddKRJ.i 

08:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:00 Bombay <RJ) 

10:20 ... Dubai. Ahi i Dhabi (RJ ) 
11:40 .....Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

12:10 LamacaiRJ) 

17:05 Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
17:40 NewYork. Amstcidaml RJ ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:20 ........Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19 -225 Athens tRJ.) 

20:40 RomctRJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

21:25 Frankfurt. Berlin (RJ; 


22:35 Cairo «RJ» 

01:40 Beirut tadd) (RJ) 

02:00 Chi cage. Detroit. Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

05:20 Riyadh ( add ) (RJ » 

Other Flights 

06:30 .Tel Aviv (LA ) 

Wk* Dubai <EK) 

JL30 Sanaj_Ta’iz(IY> 

11 ^ Kuwait (KUi 

12:50 Jeddah (5 V) 

12: ^0 Moscow (SU) 

13:30 Abu Dhabi iGF> 

15:40 DohaiQRi 

M* 40 Beirut (ME) 

19:00 RonMAF) 

20:00 Tel Aviv iLY) 

21:00 Cairo tMS) 

23820 Istanbul (TK) 

23:35 LomacaiCY) 

01:15 ...Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

02:25 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

02:40 Belgrade (OK) 

03:00 .Rome (AZ) 

04:15 London (BA i 

Koval Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaha (aiming at QaLA 
and proceeding tn Maka Airport 
(RWj h 

10:35 •■•■Tel Aviv (QAIA) ( R\V) 

18:00 Aqabu (arriving a Marka 

Airport) 

23:25 ....Aqaba ( anriing ai Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:00 Madrid CRj) 


°9:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

09:15 Frankfurt. Berlin (RJ) 

12:15 Vienna (RJ) 

!2 JO Rome (RJ) 

12:40 AmsterdairuNew York (RJ) 
13:15 ....Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

*4:00 — ... Athens (RJ) 

1850 Cairo (RJ) 

21 :00 .New Delhi (RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40 ^Damascus (RJ) 

22:15 Beirut (RJ) 

22:40 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

22i35 .Abu Dhabi. Bangkok (RJ) 

23:55 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

00:10 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

00 JO ..Kuala Lumper, Jakarta (RJ) 

03:10 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights 

07:30 Paris (AF) 

07i3S ....Damascus, London ("BA) 

09:55 Abu Dhabi, Dubai(EK) 

12:30 Al Hudaidah (TO 

12:45 ...Kuwait (KUf 

14:00 Jeddah (5V) 

14=10 Moscow (SU) 

M:25 Dohfl(GF) 

!6:30 Doha (QR) 

20:00 „.Beinrt(MB 

20:45 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:00 „ Cairo (MS) 

02:15 ....Beirut, Amsterdam (KL1 

03:40 .Relgpute (0k) 

03:45 -..Beirut. Athens lOA) 

04:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba (from Maria Airport) 
(RW) 

08:45 -Td Aviv (from QAIA) (B3V) 
09:30 Aqaba (from Maria Airport) 
(RW) 

21 iJO ...... Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW 
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‘Heat wave 
has hurt 
agricultural, 
livestock 
production’ 

AMMAN pf.T.) — The hear 
wave that hit tbe country earli- 
er this month has led to lower 
production estimates due to 
heavy losses incurred by live- 
stock breeders and farmers, 
the Agriculture Ministry said 
Saturday. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Hasbem Shboul said the 
three-week beat wave coin- 
cided with the livestock mat- 
ing season and adversely 
affected fertility races, leading 
to low birth estimates for 
sheep and goats. 

The heat wave also killed 
nearly 1 million chickens, or 
about 15 per cent of the total 
number raised in the country, 
said Shboul. This has led to a 
sharp chop in table egg pro- 
duction, he added 

The higher seasonal temper- 
atures affected honey produc- 
tion as well, according to 
Shboul 

The heat wave negatively 
affected vegetables as well as 
fruit and olive trees but did not 
affect field crops, he added. 

Meanwhile, the Meteorolo- 
gy Department yesterday said 
temperatures will drop on 
Sunday and Monday from 
Saturday's high of 37 degrees 
Celsius. 

Tbe department has forecast 
highs of 34 for Sunday and 32 
for Monday, with tempera- 
tures dropping to 20 degrees 
in the evening in the Amman 
area. 



PRINCES MEET WITH NEW AMMAN MAYOR: Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah, Prince Faisal and Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad congratulate new Amman 
Mayor Nidai Hadid on his appointment to his post. The Princes called on the A mman 
Municipality to address such issues as transport and traffic jams and to increase the 
number of public parks and gardens. They also called on municipality officials to 
solve problems associated with street vendors in a manner that would ensure their 
livelihoods. Hadid reviewed Amman’s future plans and preparations for next year’s 
Pan-Arab Games, to be held here next year (Photo by Yousef ‘‘Allan) 

Amman mayor pledges to improve 
services, reduce bureaucracy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Newly 
appointed Amman Mayor 
Nidai Hadid pledged Saturday 
to concentrate efforts on 
improving the municipality's 
services and on reducing 
bureaucracy to simplify deal- 
ings with the public. 

Addressing the hist Amman 
Municipal Council meeting 
since his appointment, Hadid 
said tbe municipality wiU 
press ahead with new plans as 
well as build on past achieve- 
ments to improve services to 


the city’s residents. 

Hadid said all staff and 
workers will act in a manner 
that will win them the respect 
and appreciation of Amman . 
residents. ■ 

A new mechanism will be 
implemented to reward effi- 
cient employees and hold neg- 
ligent workers accountable, he 
added. 

Stressing that the municipal- 
ity will not discriminale 
between districts in terms of 
services. Hadid said residents 


will see the results of these 
efforts soon. 

Hadid, who took over from 
Mamdouh Abbadi on August 
22, said he will maintain open- 
door policies for dialogue with 
both staff and the public and 
will seek to modernise all the 
municipal services. 

Hadid pledged to hold a 
series of meetings in the com- 
ing days with tbe heads of 
municipality departments to 
prepare for work under his 
administration. 


Cerebral Palsy Foundation preparing 
for annual fund-raising campaign 


By Randa Naffa 

Special to thc Jordan Tima 

AtXMXfi — TTie Cerebral Palsy Foun- 
datiofl has begun making preparations for 
its annual nationwide donation campaign 
to help the 1 1,506 children in Jordan with 
cerebral palsy. 

The campaign, scheduled to start in 
about a month, is one of the activities 
planned to marie National Cerebral Palsy 
Day, which Ms on October 1. 

CPF President Lina Kattan Abed 
Rabbo told the Jordan Tunes that stu- 
dents from Jordanian universities, com- 
munity colleges and schools will tour the 
Kingdom to collect contributions. 

Kattan said the annual activity also 
aims to raise public awareness about 
cerebral palsy, an Impairment of muscu- 
lar function and weakness of the limbs 
caused' by lack of oxygen to the brain 


immediately after birth, brain injury dur- 
ing birth or viral infection. 

Televised, educational, .programmes, 
lectures, and information leaflets will all 
aim to highlight the facts -about CE and 
how family members can help a relative 
with CP lead an empowered life, she 
said. 

The CPF treats hundreds of new cere- 
bral palsy cases every year, not only from 
Jordan but also from other Arab, coun- 
tries, she added 

According to Kaftan, the funds raised 
during the campaign will be used to 
cover the JD 150,000 annual expenses of 
die CPF six centres in Amman, Balqa, 
Zarqa, Irbid, Karak and Aqaba. 

Cerebral palsy is a childhood illness 
stemming from brain damage or faulty 
development in the formative years. 

CP can manifest itself during pregnan- 
cy, delivery or early infancy. 


“It is important to understand that cere- 
bral palsy is not hereditary, nor conta- 
gious, and does not indicate mental retar- 
dation. as people sometimes believe,'’' 
-said Sarnia Baban, .a child-help specialist . 
at the foundation. 

Early detection and treatment prevent 
disabilities from becoming severe, she 
said. 

The CPF trains mothers of children 
with CP on ways to help relieve them 
from the discomforts of their disabilities 
and to train them in ways to help them- 
selves, said Baban. 

Since its inception in 1977, the CPF has 
offered treatment to thousands of chil- 
dren free of charge, and the annual activ- 
ity is aimed at raising contributions for 
this humanitarian cause. 

The foundation said it hopes that with 
this years’ campaign it can help reach 
children who are not yet diagnosed 


‘Two students detained over participation in rally’ 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Security agents 
last week detained two Uni- 
versity of Jordan Student 
Council members for partici- 
pating in a rally to support 
Sudan following the U.S. 
bombing of a pharmaceutical 
plant, relatives and friends said 
Saturday. 

AI Harilh Fakhri Issa, chair- 
man of the Student Council, 
and his colleague Khalid 
Abdul Jabbar Sanoubor were 
detained by plain-clothes 
police from their bouses and 
taken to unspecified destina- 
tions, said council spokesper- 
son Mohaniraad Abu Haj. 

UmAl Harith, mother of the 
21 -year-old student, told the 
Jordan. Times that several 
agents arrived at their home in 


Jabal Taj and identified them- 
selves as intelligence officers. 

“They asked first about my 
son who was at the house, then 
searched our home looking for 
some papers," Una Al Harilh 
said. 

“They told me fee arrest was 
due to tbe speech my son 
delivered during the rally at the 
Professional Associations 
Complex in support of 
Sudan,” she added 

Abu Haj said the two student 
have been detained since 
Wednesday and contacts are 
being made with the university 
administration to secure their 
release. 

Acting University of Jordan 
President Walid Ma’ani on 
Saturday confirmed that the 
students were arrested far their 
part in “something that had 
nothing to do unfa the univer- 


sity." 

‘They took part in the rally 
as individuals and they did not 
coordinate with the University 
of Jordan,'’ Ma’ani told the 
Jordan Times. “The university 
has not been informed on their 
whereabouts. When other 
infonnation becomes avail- 
able, we will decide whether to 
approach the authorities." 

Abu Haj said the participa- 
tion of his colleagues fa the 
rally was ai the invitation of 
the organisers, which included 
members of opposition parties 
and professional unions. 

Minister of Interior Nayef 
Qadi was not immediately 
available for comment. 

Several hundred persons 
took part fa the rally on Tues- 
day to denounce the U.S. 
bombings of a Sudanese phar- 
maceutical plant and three 


camps fa Afghanistan that 
were believed to shelter Saudi 
millionaire Osama Ben Laden. 
Washington has accused Ben 
T jvten of masterminding the 
August bombings of the U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania. 

A staiement by the Student 
Council made available to the 
Jordan Times, called for the 
“immediate release’' of their 
colleagues. 

“Is it a crime to support our 
brethren in Sudan? Is our right 
to express our opinion an 
offence that deserves punish- 
ment?" asked the one-page 
statement 

“We call upon the security 
agencies to resort to dialogue 
and other civilised methods in 
dealing with the representa- 
tives of the students of this 
countrv." the statement added 


‘Tough .choices’ in government’s 
spending priorities needed to solve 
unemployment, poverty — analysts 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Tbe aewly- 
appointed government, man- 
dated with tackling soaring 
unemployment and _ poverty, 
acknowledged that past efforts 
to improve the lot of the coun- 
try's nearly one million needy 
have failed. Economists, how- 
ever, are not optimistic that the 
new team will fare better since 
they may not have much zoom 
to manoeuvre with the new 
budget 

With the bulk of current 
expenditure already earmarked 
to cover government salaries, 
ongoing projects and debt ser- 
vicing, capital expenditure is 
where the government can 
change priorities, analysts say. 

‘Tf there is a sincere will 
there are ways of doing it,” said 
one offidaL ‘The government 
has tough decisions to make as 
to how to allocate its money 
and who should get priority.” 

According to another official 
capital expenditure is expected 
to be around 25 per cent of the 
budget, which could amount to 
JD400-450 million for the gov- 
ernment to set its priorities. But 
one economist said the quality 
of capital expenditure is “very 
low” explaining that spending 
is not geared toward productive 
projects. 


“Projects in the pipeline can 
be postponed or changed fa 
scope to enable us to channel 
money to focus on priorities 
such as unemployment and 
poverty,” said the offidaL 

With the economy expected 
by some observer to register a 
modest 2 2 per cent or even 
negative growth this year. 
Prime Minister Ftiyez 
Tarawneh's government will 
have to deal with an economy 
growing much slower than the 
population. The gap translates 
into lower living standards, 

higher unemployment and 
increased poverty. 

The government, which is 
negotiating with the 
International Monetary Fund 
to extend its 10-year restructur- 
ing programme by at least one 
year, will have to rein in the 
budget deficit, expected at 
around six percent of the GDP 
from an original 32 per cent 
estimate for this year. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Mamser 
said Saturday that he expected 
tiie 1999 budget, slated to be 
submitted in December of this 
year to Parliament, to reflea 
the government’s new priori- 
ties and economic realities. 

He said the JD140 million 
spent last year on helping the 
country's poor was “ineffec- 
tive" due mainly to the lack of 


central planning and coordina- 
tion between governmental 
and non-governmental organi- 
sations and the private sector. 

The ministry, criticised for 
not having a comprehensive 
strategy to help ease poverty, is 
working on devising short- 
term plans to deal with the 
problem of poverty and unem- 
ployment, he told the Jordan 
Times. 

“A great deal of funds go 
where they should not," said 
Mamser, who held the same 
post in the government of ex- 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
MajalL “Organisations imple- 
ment programmes without tak- 
ing into account priorities and 
pressing problems; there is rep- 
etition and duplication of 
efforts." 

He said the ministry wall 
introduce legislation for organ- 
ising the assistance distribution 
process. 

In order to tackle the prob- 
lem. Mamser called for taking 
bold measures to address the 
issue of foreign labour and 
finding a mechanism to 
employ tbe jobless as well as 
sating a minimum wage. 

“Whar is needed is a white 
revolution,” according to 
Mamser, who warned that cau- 
tion and fear would only wors- 
en foe problem. Tt is nonsensi- 
cal to have 500,000 foreign 


workers while there are 
300.000 unemployed Jordani- 
ans." 

Economist and newspaper 
columnist Fahed Fanek agreed 
that foreign labour must be reg- 
ulated and proposed that it be 
allowed for only two sectors — 
construction arid agriculture. 

But he disagreed drat a mini- 
mum wage was an answer to 
help tackle poverty. 

“A minim um wage will 
reduce the number of people fa 
the workforce,’* said Fhnek. 
“Employers will reduce the 
number of workers if they have 
to increase their pay,” be 
explained, adding that women 
and handicapped workers 
would face discrimination with 
employers preferring men. 

While the government's 
major challenge is to meet 
growth targets of over six per 
cent by the year 2000 if it is to 
check rising unemployment 
and poverty, ir also has to 
streamline a bloated bureaucra- 
cy, which employs nearly half 
the million-sttong workforce, 
in order to reduce public 
expenditure. 

“Circumstances are pushing 
for change,” said Fanek. com- 
menting on prioritising expen- 
diture and gearing it toward 
productive projects. “Whether 
they will do it remains to be 
seen.” 


Endorsement of controversial amendment on 
women’s right to passports expected £ soon’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
women will soon be allowed 
to obtain their own passports 
without the permission of 
their husbands or “male 
guardians," thanks to an 
amendment to die Passport 
Law passed by Parliament 
lasUnottfv,,, 

The amendment to article: 
12flf tbe}aw 4 .which js expect, 
ed'te be endorsed by Rpyal 
Decree "soon,” according to 
one official requesting 
anonymity, has already raised 
much controversy from dif- 
ferent sectors of society. 

Of concern to many is that 
the amendment will not nec- 
essarily mean that a woman 
can travel without the consent 
of her husband or “male 


guardian," said one lawyer. 

Still, according to attorney 
and women's rights advocate 
Asma Khadex; die amend- 
ment is an advance for 
women's liberation. 

Tt is definitely a step for- 
ward, but there also need to be 
changes in the Personal Status 
Law, which discriminates 
against womens JChoder told, 
the Jordan Times Saturday. 

But amending die Personal 
Status Law is a more difficult 
task as it based on the Sharia 
(Islamic jurisprudence), 
women advocates say. 

Points of contention in the 
Personal Status Law, such as 
a husband's restrictions his 
wife's movement and free- 
dom to travel, as well as the 


right to work, are seen as 
overlapping the new amend- 
ment to the Passport Law and 
thus, it remains vague as to 
how the amended law will be 
applied they say. 

TWo months ago, the mufti 
of the Aimed Forres, Mah- 
moud Shouiat, had said grant- 
ing women the right to obtain 
their own.passports.is not per- 
mitted by Sharia since it 
would lead to her travelling 
without her husband's con- 
sent 

Tf this amendment gets 
passed it will increase the 
number of divorces in our 
society... and will cause an 
embarrassing danger, and will 
lead to die corruption of soci- 
ety through women,” he told 


the Arabic daily Al Dustour in 
late June. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz Khayat 
and Islamist Ra'ef Nejem 
said they had no objection to 
women obtaining their own 
passports, but insisted that 
they still obtain permission 
from their husbands to travel. 

“A woman must not travel 
alone, since you do not know 
what could happen to her on 
her own,” said Nejem. 

Another law that women’s 
rights advocates seek to 
amend is the Citizenship Law. 
For over two years they have 
demanded that non-Jordanian 
men married to Jordanian 
women, and their children, be 
granted citizenship. 


Prince Hassan meets with party leaders 

(Continued ftpm page 1) 


1993 and 1997 elections, 
all parties joined the 
protest against the elec- 
toral formula. 

Jordan’s 20 political par- 
ties are unofficially esti- 
mated to total only a few 
thousand members. 

After three decades of 
martial law ended in 1989, 
Jordanians remain scepti- 
cal and apathetic towards 
political parties, legalised 
by the introduction of the 
1992 Political Parties Law. 

Analysts have said politi- 
cal parties, mostly 
anchored on old ideolo- 
gies, entrenched behind 
empty slogans, and divided 
by internal feuds, have not 
done much impact on the 
Kingdom's nascent 

democracy. 

Majali told the Jordan 
Times that all leaders pre- 
sent at yesterday's meeting 
talked very frankly of their 
party’s views on domestic, 
regional, and international 


issues. 

Some * parties also pre- 
sented the Regent with 
memoranda. 

“We agreed that our 
biggest problem was that 
previous governments did 
□ot consider political par- 
ties as national institu- 
tions,” Majali said. 

“This might also be due 
to the fact that some par- 
ties have not done enough 
to translate their state- 
ments in support of the 
Constitution into real 
actions,” he noted. 

Financial constraints that 
continue to threaten the 
very existence of most of 
Jordan's' 20 political par- 
ties and the lack of an 
advanced and widespread 
political and party culture 
were among the parties' 
concerns. 

Some leaders reportedly 
proposed during the meet- 
ing the introduction of 
state funding to political 
parties as a way to both 
boost political life and cul- 


ture and avoid the dangers 
deriving from foreign 
funding. 

Foreign funding is ille- 
gal, but some parties are 
believed to resort to their 
branches abroad for their 
survival. 

Proposals for the estab- 
lishment of a political edu- 
cation centre and the inclu- 
sion of political education 
among school subjects 
were also forwarded at the 
meeting. 

“Many citizens are still 
not familiar with the prac- 
tices of political pluralism, 
and this was obvious dur- 
ing the last elections, when 
most voters followed tribal 
considerations without 
choosing the candidates 
who could have best 
defended their interests," 
Majali said. 

Prince Hassan is expect- 
ed to meet soon with jour- 
nalists, union leaders, busi- 
nessmen, and representa- 
tives from other sectors of 
society. 
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CONCERTS 

* Concert by the National Band of Circassian Folklore at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre at 8:00 pm. (daily until Sept. 4). 

* Classical music by Zaid Diiani band at the Royal Cultural Centra on 
Monday Aug. 31 at 8:00 pm 

LECTURE 

* The Occupied Arab Territories and Uhl. Resolutions: South Lebanon 
as a Sample" by Mahmoud Sweid of Lebanon at Abdul Hameed 
Shorhan foundation, Jabal Amman on Monday Aug. 31 al 7:00pm 
pARATALFUNUN SUMMER 98 3F1S1TVAL 

"Summer 98” cultural activities at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, to 
kst until SepL 30, include: 

* “Analytical Study of Plastic Art in Jordan from the Seventies to tire 

by Dc Mazen Asfour and art critic Mohammad Amin at 7:00 
pun 

ExmmoNs 

* 50 yeas of graphic art from Lebanon and works by Jordanian artist 
Sahel Hiari a the Main House. 

* Wraks by Iraqi artist Samsr Usama and by Jordanian artist Said Had- 
darfin at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Sarnia Zaru at the Byzantine 
Church. 


Poll finds public sceptical about new government 


(Continued from page 1J 

unemployment. unofficially 
reported at 27 per cent, as among 
the government's responsibilities 
along with the construction of bet- 
ter communication channels 
between the government, the 
opposition and the parliament. 

The survey also queried partici- 
pants as to whether or not the gov- 
ernment would be successful in 
tasks relevant to their mandate. 

Generally, the public reflected 
more confidence than opinion 
leaders in the government’s ability 
to ease economic situation (53 per 
cent and 28.1 per cent, respective- 
ly, responded positively), to com- 
bat unemployment (39.4 and 19.1 
per cent), t£ dent poverty (32.9 


and 16.2 per cent), to pane down 
over employed official institutions 
(45.9 and 40.3 per cent) and to 
combat corruption (50. 1 and 42.7 
per cent). 

“These are the areas where the 
government will see [an] immedi- 
ate shift in public opinion,” con- 
tends Hamameh. “If they convince 
people that the government is gen- 
uinely anti-corruption and can 
make progress on freedoms and 
liberties impressions will change.” 

It appears also in the survey that 
the public still has faith that the 
government can “mend fences." 
More than 56 per cent of the gen- 
eral public said it was within the 
government's power to regain the 
public trust, while only 21.2 per 
cent said the government could 


not regain public confidence. 
Opinion leaders again were more 
sceptical, with 47.7 responding 
that the government was capable 
of earning the citizen's faith, and 

42.9 saying it was not possible for 
the government to do so. 

Opinion leaders expressed a far 
greater cynicism towards the gov- 
ernment's ability to cope with 
these pressing matters, a phenom- 
enon that Hamameh said has been 
common to all three surveys. 

For example, 63.7 per cent of 
opinion leaders said the govern- 
ment would not be able to ease the 
economic situation while only 

26.9 per cent of- the general public 
said the government would not be 
able to do so. Again, 77.1 per cent 
of opinion leaders said the govern- 


ment would not be able to deal 
with unemployment at all, while 
only 43.5 per cent of the public 
said the same. 

However, opinion leaders 
expressed more confidence than 
the general public in the govern- 
ment’s ability to “truthfully impart 
information to the public ” 

Nearly 56 per cent of opinion 
leaders said the government would 
be successful in fulfilling this 
assignment, while only 45.3 per 
cent of the public believed public 
officials will be able to do this. 
Tbe two camps were nearly equal 
in their belief — 52.6 and 53.5 per 
cent respectively — that the gov- 
ernment would encourage meri- 
tocracy at public institutions. 


None 
injured in 
‘small’ fight 
between 
detainees 
— official 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A fight 
between detainees awaiting 
trial at Zarqa Corrective 
and Rehabilitation Centre 
(ZCRC) last Tuesday was 
brought under control 
before anyone was injured, 
according to officials. 

Zarqa Mayor Abdul Sat- 
tar IGiarabsheh Saturday 
said the fight erupted 
between some detainees 
but was immediately halted 
by ZCRC officers. A glass 
panel was broken during 
the altercation, he added. 

Local papers first report- 
ed the incident on Thurs- 
day, quoting a high-ranking 
police official as saying 
that the incident was spon- 
taneous and “was not 
between gangs at the cen- 
tre.” 

The reports also said sev- 
eral detainees were admit- 
ted to Zarqa Government 
Hospital following the inci- 
dent. 

Kharabsheh denied the 
reports. 

“The issue has been 
exaggerated; it was only a 
small fight," Kharabsheh 
told the Jordan Times. 

Police officials were not 
available Saturday for 
comment. 

Zarqa Corrective and 
Rehabilitative Centre holds 
individuals for questioning 
and those awaiting trial. 
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German liberals 
battle Greens to 
stay kingmakers 


BONN (R) — Germany’s 
liberals, traditional king- 
makers in Bonn, pledged 
Saturday at a pre-election 
congress to fend off any 
attempt by the ecological 
Greens to usurp their 
position as the country’s 
third political force. 

The liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP), which 
have helped form nearly 
every government since 
1969. are part of 
Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's centre-right coali- 
tion with his Christian 
Democrats and the 
Bavarian-based Christian 
Social Union. 

But with just four 
weeks to go before the 
Sept. 27 general election, 
they are teetering on the 
brink of extinction, 
polling about five per 
cent — the minimum 
needed to be returned to 
the Bundestag (lower 
house of parliament). 

Party chief Wolfgang 
Gerhardt said the party, a 
self-styled champion of 
the free market and lower 
taxes, was fighting the 
election in direct compe- 
tition with the Greens 
party for the role of 
future kingmakers. 

“The Greens are our 
main competitors in the 


decision over Germany’s 
future direction. Because 
in the end it will come 
down to the Greens or 
the FDP.” Gerhard told 
some 660 delegates at the 
party congress in Bonn. 

The Greens, who are 
polling around six per- 
cent in national voter sur- 
veys. are widely regarded 
as potential coalition 
partners for the opposi- 
tion Social Democrats 
(SPD) who are tipped to 
win the federal election. 

Stressing their achieve- 
ments as kingmakers in 
Bonn. Gerhardt held up 
party member Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel as 
an example of the party's 
competence and experi- 
ence in government. 

“We srand for a reliable 
foreign policy. Liberal 
foreign policy is epito- 
mised in Klaus Kinkel.” 
he told the congress. 

The foreign ministry is 
a traditional FDP strong- 
hold in coalition govern- 
ments and Gerhardt also 
invoked the name of the 
party's most famous 
elder statesman and for- 
mer foreign minister, 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher. 
to stress that legacy. 

The SPD are leading 
Kohl’s embattled conser- 


vatives in the polls by 
between five and three 
percent. The liberal 
FDP’s election perfor- 
mance could also have an 
impact on Kohl's flag- 
ging reelection chances. 

The liberals, unlike in 
previous years, say they 
are not prepared to form 
a future coalition govern- 
ment with the SPD. 

Some political analysts 
say the liberals' bid to 
clear the five-per cent 
threshold is one of the 
most critical issues in the 
upcoming election. 

Gerhardt also sought to 
put an end to a potential- 
ly damaging dispute 
which flared this week 
over whether or not Kohl 
should set down a 
timetable to hand over 
the reins to his preferred 
successor. CDU parlia- 
mentary leader Wolfgang 
Schaeuble. 

“Helmut Kohl has pro- 
posed Schaeuble as his 
successor and when the 
time comes 1 am pre- 
pared to take over 
responsibility for 

Germany alongside him 
(Schaeuble).*’ 

“But first we want to 
win the election.” 
Gerhardt said. 





Anti-Kohl demonstrators carry flags of the ultra-right wing German National 
Democratic Party fNPD) during an election campaign rally for the upcoming gener- 
al elections in the border town Frankfurt/Oder. Germany votes for a new government 
on Sept 27 (Reuters photo) 


Government troops mop up China’s floods spread 


in Kinshasa, rebels flee 


to Tibet, rains forecast 


KINSHASA (R> — 

Government forces har- 
ried rebel infiltrators in 
the capital of the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo Saturday while 
humanitarian sources 
reported a stream of 
wounded and fleeing 
rebels escaping across the 
Congo river. 

Having declared victory 
Saturday over the Tutsi- 
led rebels in the battle for 
Kinshasa. Congolese 
forces loyal to President 
Laurent Kabila continued 
mopping up operations 
around the capital, occa- 
sionally resorting to 
heavy weapons. 

A coalition of 
Congolese. Zimbabwean. 
Angolan and Namibian 
troops have turned the tide 
in the month old rebeliion 
that has exposed yawning 
rifts in the region and 
threatened to spark a full 
scale international war. 

Kabila himself, who 
accuses former allies 
Rwanda and Uganda of 
backing and supplying the 
rebels, was absent from 
Kinshasa. 

The two countries which 
helped Kabila overthrow 
veteran dictator Mobutu 
Sese Seko in May last 
year deny the charge but 
have reserved the right to 
intervene in the interests 
of their national security. 

There have been uncon- 
firmed reports that 
Burundian troops have 
also been fighting along- 
side the rebels, but 
Saturday a senior govern- 
ment minister said his 


country was neutral. 

“Burundi will only par- 
ticipate to resolve the con- 
flict peacefully." Foreign 
Affairs Minister Severin 
Ntahomvukiye told 
reporters in Bujumbura 
late Friday. 

In Kinshasa, loyalist 
forces were out on the 
streets in strength con- 
ducting stop and search 
operations as sporadic 
gunfire resounded from 
the outlying suburbs of 
the city of five million 
people. 

Residents reported that 
normality was gradually 
returning to the parts of 
the capital that had been 
most affected by the street 
fighting that began after 
dawn Wednesday. 

“It’s calm on the whole. 
Sporadic shooting can 
still be heard, but from a 
long way off,” a resident 
of ~Bizna suburb where 
Kabila's Marble Palace 
residence is situated, said. 

Outside the capital the 
fate of the rebels was 
unclear. 

They still hold the 
strategic Inga hydroelec- 
tric dam that supplies the 
capital of the former Zaire 
with electric power, and 
an Angolan army captain 
said Friday they had 
threatened to demolish it 
unless guaranteed safe 
conduct. 

Some rebels were also 
reported to be crossing lo 
safety in the neighbouring 
Congo Republic south 
west of the capital 
Brazzaville. 

“Several wounded and 


non- wounded rebels have 
been crossing at Boko 
locality in the south east 
since Thursday." one 
humanitarian source told 
Reuters in Brazzaville, 
adding that the Red Cross 
was sending a team there. 

The intentions of the 
Angolans, whose entry 
into the war last weekend 
cutting the rebel supply 
lines proved decisive, was 
unclear. 

With thousands of 
troops and heavy armour 
at their disposal, the 
Angolans had been 
expected to press the rebel 
rear. 

But instead they 
appeared content to occu- 
py the Atlantic ports of 
Moanda. Banana and 
Boma and sit tight, 
prompting some specula- 
tion that they were follow- 
ing their own agenda. 

Elsewhere, the rebels 
claimed to be on control 
in the east and centre of 
Africa’s third largest 
country, and to still be 
holding the strategically- 
cited city of Kisangani 
despite bombing by 
Zimbabwean jets. 

Diplomatic efforts to 
achieve a ceasefire, led by- 
South Africa but rebuffed 
by the Kabila alliance, 
appeared to have stalled. 

But the issue is bound to 
come up at a summit 
meeting of the Non- 
Aligned Movement ston- 
ing this weekend in the 
South African city of 
Durban — a meeting that 
Kabila is due to attend. 


BEIJING (AFP) — 

Floods that have devastat- 
ed large areas of China 
over the past two months 
have spread to Tibet and 
the southwest and fore- 
cast torrential rain could 
worsen the situation, 
repons said Saturday. 

A spokesman for south- 
western Yunnan 

province's flood control 
bureau said landslides and 
mudslides set off by rains 
had killed 477 people and 
injured more than 7.000 
this year in the mountain- 
ous province. 

Rainfall, which has con- 
tinued unabated since the 
end of June and already 
destroyed 700.000 homes, 
will continue at least until 
the end of October, he 
said. 

Fourteen million people 
in Yunnan have been 
affected, with economic 
losses valued at 5.8 bil- 
lion yuan ($700 million). 

The situation was no 
better in neighbouring 
Tibet, where at least 55 
people have been killed 
by flooding and mud- 
slides since mid-June, the 
official press reported 
earlier this week. 

The majority of major 
rivers, such as the Yarlung 
Zangbo (Brahmaputra") 
and the Lhasa River, are 
swollen, with more than 
40 of Tibet's 70 districts 
affected by floods. 

The official Xinhua 
news agency Saturday- 
quoted meteorologists as 
saying a new wave of 
heavy rains would soon 


hit much of the 
Himalayan region, where 
rising waters “have sub- 
merged large farming 
areas and damaged many 
houses over the past sev- 
eral weeks.” 

More than 100,000 
civilians and troops have 
been mobilised to fight 
floods in Tibet and more 
than one million yuun 
(5120,000) freed up to 
repair dykes in danger of 
collapsing. 

According to the latest 
official Toll released 
Wednesday, nationwide 
flooding concentrated in 
the Yangtze River basin 
and in northeastern China 
had killed more than 
5.000 people this year. 

The government began 
this week to admit that 
human errors, including 
massive deforestation car- 
ried out in recent years, 
had played an important 
role in worsening the 
severity of the flooding. 

Lawmakers meeting in 
Beijing this week called 
for stricter environmental 
protect ion pol icies and 
greater spending lo 
improve flood-control 
infrastructure. 

Xinhua quoted them as 
saying the country would 
spend" some 500 billion 
yuan (556.1 billion) in the 
1996-2000 period on 
water-control projects. 

Water levels were still 
high but receding on the 
Yangtze River in central 
China and the northeast's 
Nenjiang and Songhua 


It will take at least two 
weeks of favourable 
weather to bring water 
levels back normal, but 
the flood, season could 
extend into October if late 
typhoons hit the Chinese 
coasts. 

The education ministry, 
meanwhile. announced 
two special funds lo 
repair damaged schools 
and help students with 
flood-related financial 
difficulties begin the 
school year in September, 
the official China Daily 
reported. 

The exact amount of the 
funds will be disclosed 
within two or three days, 
Xu Lin. deputy director of 
the ministry's finance 
department, was quoted 
as saying Friday. 

According to incom- 
plete statistics. 44.853 
schools in 10 provinces 
were damaged in the 
floods. An estimated 
seven million of S.5 mil- 
lion students affected by 
the flooding face difficul- 
ty with such costs, a min- 
istry official said. 

Stale television showed 
schoolchildren in north- 
eastern Heilongjiang 
province cleaning up 
flood-damaged class- 
rooms and receiving 
handouts of school sup- 
plies from soldiers. 

The floods have caused 
at least 166.6 billion yuan 
(520 billion) in economic 
losses nationwide. 


Japan’s premier tours flood-hit areas 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi toured 
flood-hit areas Saturday as 
rescue teams searched for 
four people still missing 
after typhoon-driven land- 
slides and flooding 
claimed 13 lives. 

Typhoon Rex continued 
churning across the 
Pacific Ocean towards 
Tokyo and its environs, 
stimulating a rain from 
over the Japanese islands, 
the meteorological agency 
said. 

Packing winds of up to 
144 kilometres per hour, 
the typhoon was expected 


to reach the Pacific coast 
of Japan's main island of 
Honshu by Tuesday morn- 
ing. the agency said. 

Obuchi visited the site 
where five people were 
killed Thursday by a mas- 
sive landslide in Nishigo 
village. Fukushima pre- 
fecture, 180 kilometres 
north of Tokyo. 

The house in which the 
five were found dead was 
a residence for the mental- 
ly handicapped. 

“1 pray for the souls of 
the five who died in the 
worst circumstance.” 
Obuchi told Eisaku Sato, 
governor of Fukushima 


prefecture, hit hard by the 
storms.' 

Clad in khaki work 
clothes. Obuchi consoled 
residents in Nishigo. 

He then visited the near- 
by prefecture of Tochigi. 
sropping at a local elemen- 
tary school in Nasu village 
to meet residents who took 
refuge there. 

“Seeing is believing." 
Obuchi told reporters at 
his official residence here 
after returning by super- 
express train. 

Storms whipped up by 
Rex have dumped a record 
925 millimetres of rain on 
Nasu village in four days. 


more than three times the 
average August rainfall for 
the entire region, said a 
meteorological agency 
official. 

Four people were still 
missing — three from 
Nasu and a 41 -year-old 
fisherman from Katsura 
village in Ibaraki prefec- 
ture. 

“We are continuing our 
search." a police official in 
Tochigi said. "But it’s 
been very difficult since 
so many roads are broken 
and rains keep falling." 

Japan’s defence agency 
said some 1,000 self- 
defence troops have been 


working in (hose prefec- 
tures to repair roads and 
banks. 

The national police 
agency said landslides and 
floods had killed 13 peo- 
ple. injured 32 and 
destroyed at least 1 23 
houses. 

The agency said there 
were at least 575 land- 
slides. and roads were cut 
in 520 places. Floods 
washed away 1 9 bridges. 

Rain had eased in 
Fukushima and Tochigi 
prefectures, and’ authori- 
ties in Ibniki prefecture 
said they had lifted an 
evacuation order for 


40.000 residents. 

“'typhoon Rex is turning 
mirth, but is moving slow- 
ly." said the meteorologi- 
cal agency official. “It is 
not clear yet whether the 
typhoon will hit mainland 
Japan," 

By early Sunday, Rex 
was" expected to be about 
260 kilometres south of 
(he island of Huchijojimu. 
which if* 300 kilometres 
south of Tokyo. 

‘There will be some 
heavy rains in northern 
Japan and Hokkaido 
(Japan’s main northern 
island) in later today,” the 
official said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Tamils protest Sri Lanka’s presence 
at NAM summit 

DURBAN. South Africa (AFP) — About 200 1 5n 
Lankan Tamils demonstrated outside the venue of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (TV AM) 

Saturday calling on South Africa to ban the Colombo 
government from attending. The Tamils chanted smti- 
government slogans, carried coffins and waved plac- 
ards saying “Sri Lankans kill rhe.r own people and 
“Child Murderers". The protesters called on the 113- 
nation summit to shun Sri Lanka, a NAM member, for 
civil rights abuses. The conflict in bn Lanka, where 
Tamil rebels and government forces are involved in a 
bitter civil war, is one of several likely to be discussed 
at the summit. Delegates from more than 80 NAM 
countries began meeting in the South African city 
Saturday. Foreign ministers of member states were 
due to convene Monday and Tuesday to prepare for a 
full summit of heads of state Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Police nab three Serbs 
to be retried for war crimes 

ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — Police arrested three 
Serbs, who are to be retried on war crimes charges 
stemming from the 1991 war between Croatian forces 
and Serb rebels, the staLe-run HINA news agency 
reported. The three men, who were only identified as 
Pero K., 45, Vujo H., 45, and Zeljko K.. 47, were 
among 19 Serbs, who in 1995 had been convicted in 
absentia of killing Croats and sentenced to prison 
terms between JJ and 20 years. The 19 are from the 
village of Sodolovci in the region known as Eastern 
Slavonia, which rebel Serbs seized in 1991. When the 
region reverted to government rule last January, the 
group appealed the sentence and was granted a retrial. 
United Nations officials, who administered the area 
during the transition to Croat rule, insisted that the 
defendants remain free during the retrials. But the 
Supreme court recently upheld the local district attor- 
ney's request to have the group detained during the j 
trials. Police issued warrants for the 19 — eight of 
whom are believed to have fled to neighbouring Serb- 
led Yugoslavia — and then detained the three Friday 
evening. Another member of the group. Goran 
Vusurovic, surrendered earlier and is currently being 
retried. International officials based in Croatia, who 
monitor the country’s treatment of minority Serbs, did 
not comment on the case Saturday. 

Hurricane Bonnie regains strength, 
catches Virginia by surprise 

VIRGINIA BEACH. Virginia (AP) — Just when peo- 
ple had let their guard down. Bonnie regained hurri- 
cane force and slapped the Virginia Coast, peeling off 
roofs, flattening trees, tearing boats from their moor- 
ings and knocking out power to 300.000 homes. Even 
local emergency officials were caught by surprise 
Friday: they had closed their offices for the night 
Thursday when the storm picked up steam over warm 
ocean water and became a hurricane again. “Who 
would have expected it to intensify into a hurricane? 
We expected a tropical storm- with wind. To find we 
actually had a hurricane was a strange phenomenon.’’ 
said Mark C. Marchbank, the resort city's deputy coor- 
dinator ^or emergency management. In the only deaths 
reported during the storm, a 1 2-year-old girl was killed 
in North Carolina’s Currituck County, near the- 
Virginia state line, when a tree fell on her house 
Thursday night, and a 50-year-old man in Myrtle 
Beach. South Carolina, was electrocuted Wednesday 
while checking his generator after his apartment lost 
power. By late Friday afternoon, the storm again was 
downgraded to a tropical storm when winds dropped 
below hurricane-force 120 kph to 113 kph. At 5 a.m. 
(0900 GMT) Saturday. Bonnie was about 1020 kilo- 
metres southwest of Sable Island. Nova Scotia, and 
was moving northeast about 27 kph. 

Top Swiss jazz musician 
and teacher dies 

GENEVA (R) — Swiss jazz musician and teacher, dou- 
ble buss player Max Hediger who performed alongside 
some of the world’s top jazz pianists, has died at the 
age of 61. the Swiss news agency ATS reported 
Saturday. Born in the small western Swiss town of 
Avenches. Hediger made several recordings with leg- 
endary French pianist Claude Bolling and with classi- 
cal flautist Jean-Pierre Rampal. With Bolling and 
Rumpal. he recorded in 1975 a best-selling disc of the 
pianist s Suite tor Flute and Jazz Piano, and two years 
later provided the bass backing for Bolling and violin- 
ist Pinchas Zukerman on another hit record, of 
Bolling's Suite for Violin and Jazz Piano. Hediger also 
played with U.S. pianist and bandleader Horace Silver, 
who invited him to join the quintet which later become 
the highly successful Jazz Messengers. But Hediger 
turned the offer down. Over the past few years, he gave 
classes in jazz theory and history at the University of 
Fribourg and at a music college in Montreux, home of 
ihe annual jazz festival. ATS said he died last Monday 
FVkkT 05 k Ur ' ec * ,n a private ceremony near Fribourg 

British volunteer worker found dead 
in Belize was stabbed 

LONDON (AFP) — A young British volunteer worker 
lound dead in thick jungle in the central American 
coumry of Belize was stabbed, the Foreign Office said 
Saturday. Anna Lightfoot. 27, from Oldham. 
Lancashire, was found dead Friday in bushes in a 
remote region of southern Belize. Britain’s formercen- 
iral American colony. Her body was taken to a British 
mi nary base in the region for an autopsy to establish 
e exact cause ot death. The young volunteer had 
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World News 


A flooded village in Savar, 25 kilometres north of Bangladesh capital of Dhaka is seen from a helicopter. Floods rav- 
aging two-thirds of the country for weeks have killed over 400 people and left millions marooned (Reuters photo) 

Bangladesh steps up battle against floods 


' DHAKA (R) — Flood-stricken 
Bangladesh Saturday called in 
security forces to help save 
dykes and railway lines, almost 
the only form of land transport 
still functioning niter the virtu- 
al collapse of the road system. 

Railway engineers toiled 
through Friday to protect the 
line between Dhaka and the 
southern port city of 
Chittagong, which has been 
partly inundated by flood water, 
officials said. 

.Railway public relations 
director Mostafa J amil said 
floodwaier was flowing over 
tracks at 16 points, six of them 
in critical condition. But he 
said the tracks had been raised 
in- three places to keep the 

rrains moving 

“As of now the services are 
■ intact except that trains are 
moving at restricted speed and 
hours behind schedule." he told 
Reuters. ... 

, . ; Xhe. army .had. already been . 
trying to protect embankments 
in Dhaka and elsewhere for 
weeks by dumping sandbags 
and erecting bamboo walls to 
hold off flood waters. 

“We have asked for a wider 
mobilisation, round-the-clock 
watch and necessary use of 


available manpower and 
resources.” said one home min- 
istry official. 

Those who could afford it 
were opting to fly to domestic 
destinations in major cities 
while the vast majority had 
resorted to boats, transport offi- 
cials said. 

But trains were (he main car- 
rier of goods, including grains 
far food, from the country’s 
two ports at Chittagong and 
Mongla. and authorities said 
extra trains would be brought 
into service. 

Disaster management offi- 
cials say the floods have killed 
more than 400 people, 
destroyed crops worth $300 
million and caused heavy dam- 
age to infrastructure. 

Despite pledges of almost 
$700 million in emergency for- 
eign aid since the floods began 
in July, almost none has 
arrived, the officials said. 

. Some 25 million people 
across two-thirds of the coun- 
try have been severely hit by 
the worst flooding in 10 years, 
they said. 

Major floods in 1988 killed 
more than 5.000 people. 

Over 114,000 people have 
contracted diarrhoea, caused 


by polluted water and rotten 
food, and at least 77 have died 
from it Others have died from 
drowning, snake bites, collaps- 
ing houses and electrocution. 

Bangladesh Saturday was 
anxiously awaiting relief sup- 
plies. but only 100 plastic rolls 
for tents had arrived from 
Japan Friday night govern- 
ment officials said. A consign- 
ment of medicine donaied by 
Japan was also expected soon. 

The government which has 
appealed for more than $6S1 
million in emergency flood aid, 
has received aid pledges from 
the United States. Canada. 
Germany. .Australia and Japan. 

The head of the U.N. 
Environment Programme 
expressed “deep concern” for 
the people of Bangladesh, say- 
ing they were in urgent need of 
help. 

Asked whether the 
Environment Programme 
would be providing fresh funds 
to Bangladesh, executive direc- 
tor Klaus Topfer said; “I really 
believe this is not a direct pos- 
sibility-” 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina said the floods had been 
worse than expected, causing 
immense suffering to millions 


of people. 

Saturday, Hasina joined other 
leaders of her ruling Aw ami 
League in making bread for 
flood victims in the capital. 

"She herself made and baked 
bread at the party's central 
office and handed it to the vic- 
tims,” her press officer said. 

Forecasters said Saturday the 
floods were unlikely to recede 
over the next 1 5 days and could 
get worse in some districts 
including Dhaka. 

The floods were being con- 
stantly fed by water coming 
down the Himalayas through 
rivers shared by India and 
Bangladesh. 

“But the discharge of water 
into foe Bay of Bengal is slow 
because of an unusual high tide 
at sea.” one official said. 

The Rome-based Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO.) attributed the floods in 
Bangladesh and other Asian 
countries to La Nifla, the 
destructive twin of the H Nino 
weather phenomenon which 
caused widespread drought last 
year. 

The FAO said Friday that 
much of Asia was likely to face 
food shortages in coming 
months as a result of floods. 


‘North Korea military plotted coup’ 


TOKYO (R.) — Top North 
Korean military officials plot- 
ted a coup d'etat in March but 
were foiled by de facto leader 
Kira Jong-IL, a Japanese daily 
reported Saturday. 

The North Korean military 
brass aligned themselves 
behind Kim's stepmother Kim 
Soag-Ae, the Sanket Shimbun 
reported, citing North Korea 
watchers in Seoul. 

According to the paper, the 
military officials were plan- 
ning to form a group on 
March 17 that would then try 
to topple Kim from power. 
However, Kim’s informants 


tipped him off about foe plan, 
allowing the North Korean 
leader to crush the coup 
attempt. 

Several thousand members 
of the military were arrested 
after Kim discovered the 
plans, the paper said. 

The paper said there had 
been unconfirmed reports of 
mass executions of military 
officers in connection with the 
plot. 

On March 16, the day 
before the coup plotters were 
reportedly to have met. North 
Korea made a surprise 
announcement that it had 


started a “wartime mobilisa- 
tion.'’ 

Diplomatic sources at the 
time said the mobilisation was 
nothing more than an annual 
training exercise. 

A diplomat based in 
Pyongyang told Reuters that 
the military regularly holds 
exercises ar tee end of winter, 
when there is a chance of riot- 
ing sparked by food shortages. 

U.S. and South Korean offi- 
cials said ar the time that they 
had no inf carnation of any- 
thing unusual in the North. 

On April 25, official North 
Korean media reported that 


Kim Song-Ae, widow of 
North Korean'founder Kim li- 
sting, had been ousted from a 
party committee chair she 
held for 27 years. 

KCNA said that Kim- Song- 
Ae, Kim Jong-D’s stepmother, 
had not been reelected as 
chairwoman of the Korean 
Democratic Women's Union. 

Although the official media 
gave no reason for her 
removal, the Tokyo-based 
North Korean monitoring 
agency Radiopress said her 
power had been in gradual 
decline for the past two or 
three years. 


Aircraft rerouted to avoid runaway balloon 


OTTAWA (AP) — A runaway 
weather balloon floating over 
the North Atlantic is proving a 
lough target for some of 
Canada's top g uns. 

The balloon, a 100-metre- 
high unstaffwft research station 
used to observe weather pat- 
terns, can be seen from about 
70 kilometres away. 

Jet fighters fired more than 

1,000 rounds into the helium- 
filled balloon Thursday but it 
remained aloft. The air force 
hopes the now-leaking balloon 
will eventually come down. 

Meanwhile. Nav Canada, the 
country’s air traffic regulator, is 


rerouting air traffic around the 
balloon. 

“It's at an altitude and an area 
where transatlantic flights pass 
nearby,” Nav Canada 
spokesman Conrad 

BeUehumeur said Friday. “It 
won't cause delays, it’s just a 
matter of having planes travel 
190 kilometres farther north or 
farther south.” 

The balloon is not equipped 
with transponders that emit 
navigation signals to alert air- 
liners to its presence. 

Aurora patrol planes were 
keeping tabs on the wayward 
balloon Friday, said Maj. 


Roland Lavoie, an air force 
spokesman stationed at 1st 
Canadian Air Division in 
Winnipeg. 

Late Friday afternoon, the 
balloon was more than 1,100 
kilometres southeast of 
Greenland arid drifting at a 
speed of approximately 90 kph 
towards British airspace. 

Lavoie said British officials 
have been alerted and suggest- 
ed Canadian authorities would 
leave it to them. 

The CF-IS fighters sera our 
to down the balloon with 
20mm canons are also 
equipped with air-to-air mis- 


siles, bra Lavoie said the pilots 
refrained from resorting to 
heavier firepower. 

“Citizens would not have 
appreciated having a missile 
blowing over their heads,” said 
Lavoie. “Also, it might be 
overkill — spending a couple 
of hundred thousand dollars cm 
a missile to shoot down a bal- 
loon that’s drifting away.” 

The 25-story balloon, which 
flattened out would eover five 
football fields, was launched 
before dawn Monday from 
Vanscov, Saskatoon, just out- 
side Saskaroon, to measure 
ozone levels over Canada. 
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Overwhelmed Yeltsin offers olive 
branch of power to parliament 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Under 
unprecedented pressure to 
resign. a beleaguered 
President Boris Yeltsin sug- 
gested Saturday he would 
cede some of his powers to 
ensure a smooth confirma- 
tion hearing for his heir 
apparent, Viktor 

Chernomyrdin. 

Taking the cue. 
Chernomyrdin appeared on 
national television to urge 
Russians not to panic amid 
the furious financial storm 
whipping the country since 
he had both their life sav- 
ings and the ruble firmly 
under his control. 

Exactly what type of con- 
trol that might be, however, 
was causing some concern 
in the West, with a top 
International Monetary 
Fund official warning stern- 
ly that Chernomyrdin must 
not roll back the clock on 
reform. 

Yeltsin enjoys nearly tsar- 
like authority under the 
1993 constitution that was 
tailor-made for the Russian 
president. The opposition- 
led state Duma, the lower 
bouse of parliament, has 
been little more than a spir- 
ited debating club as a 
result 

But the president’s parlia- 
mentary envoy. Alexander 
Kotenkov, for the first time 
Saturday said Yeltsin had 
bowed to lawmakers and 
agreed that Russia’s basic 


law was “not idea!” in its 
current form. 

Kotenkov said Yeltsin had 
given his blessing to several 
constitutional amendments, 
one of which would grant 
more power to the cabinet 

Yeltsin wants 

Chernomyrdin’s govern- 

ment “to independently lead 
its politics within the frame- 
works of the Russian consti- 
tution,” ITAR-TASS quoted 
Kotinkov as saying. 

Lawmakers found them- 
selves in an unprecedented 
bargaining position after 
Yeltsin, on Aug. 23, sacked 
the technocratic government 
of Sergej Kiriyenko and 
reappointed Chernomyrdin 
as cabinet chief only five 
months after giving the 
burly Soviet energy minister 
the boot. 

The Duma is due to hold 
confirmation bearings over 
his candidacy Monday. 

While Chernomyrdin's 
industrial policy is more to 
the Duma's taste than the 
tight monetarism of 
Kiriyenko, lawmakers have 
dug in their heels — they 
want Yeltsin's powers, and 
several top cabinet assign- 
ments as well. 

Sensing both the Duma's 
resolve and the catastrophe 
that would descend in 
Russia were it to battle 
against an economic mael- 
strom without a confirmed 
government, the Kremlin 


Saturday said Yeltsin is pre- 
pared to listen. 

“Politics are a huge com- 
promise, and to take an 
uncompromising position in 
a period of crisis is 
immoral, 1 * Interfax quoted 
Yeltsin's envoy as saying. 

While repeating Yeltsin’s 
pledge on national televi- 
sion Friday not to resign 
before his term is up in 
2000. Kotenkov said Yeltsin 
has given his blessing to 
several amendments that 
may be drafted over the next 
month. 

These changes, while in 
effect, might not entered 
into the constitution for 
anothef two years, 
Kotenkov added. 

Yeltsin, visibly shaken by 
the unparalleled comic cri- 
sis thaf resulted in his deri- 
sion to effectively devalue 
the ruble, Friday brushed 
aside furious speculation 
that he was ready to resign. 

But Yeltsin conceded that 
he would like to see 
Chernomyrdin, reappointed 
as cabinet chief Aug. 23, to 
take over some of the bur- 
den of running state affairs. 

Last Monday, Yeltsin in a 
dramatic announcement told 
the nation that 

Chernomyrdin, 60, had all 
the right qualities to succeed 
him as president of Russia. 

As he negotiates a new 
power-sharing agreement 
with lawmakers this week- 


end. Chernomyrdin has also 
taken on the type of leader- 
ship role that got him sacked 
as prime minister last 
March. 

'Taking into account peo- 
ple’s anxiety over their sav- 
ings, we have decided to 
guarantee safety of deposits 
of private citizens in full.” 
Chernomyrdin said firmly 
in televised remarks 
Saturday. 

“I’d like to say again to 
depositors of commercial 
banks: Don't worry. You can 
receive your deposits. Your 
interests will not be 
infringed upon,” he said. 

Chernomyrdin did not 
elaborate how the Central 
Bank, whose hard currency 
reserves last week shrank to 
a meagre $13.4 billion, 
intends to cover the 
deposits. 

The prospects of a leftist 
government and 

Chernomyrdin's pledges to 
revive Russian industry 
have frightened several 
western leaders. 

IMF managing director 
Michel Camdessus Friday- 
warned Russia faces “disas- 
ter” if Chernomyrdin rolls 
back on free-market poli- 
cies. 

U.S. President Clinton, 
due in Moscow for summit 
with Yeltsin Tuesday, cau- 
tioned that Chernomyrdin 
had “do the disciplined, 
hard things.” 


Serbs announce mass 
grave found in Kosovo 


BELGRADE (AFP) — A 
mass grave has been found 
in Kosovo containing the 
bodies of 22 Serbs killed by 
ethnic Albanian separatists 
last month, the Serbian 
interior ministry said 
Saturday. 

According to confessions 
obtained from separatists, 
the 22 Serbs were shot and 
their bodies burned, the 
ministry said. 

“Several dozen” members 
of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) were killed 
during a Serbian police 
operation which led to the 
discovery of the mass 
grave, according to a min- 
istry communique carried 
by Tanjug news agency. 

The ministry described 
the grave as a virtual “cre- 
matorium”. 

It was uncovered 


Thursday near Klecka. 
some 30 kilometres south 
of Pristina, during a 
Serbian police operation in 
which two KLA members 
were captured. 

The two. Lup Mazreku 
and Bekim Mazreku from 
Malisevo, told police that 
22 Serbs had been executed 
in the sector in July, the 
ministry said. 

Other Serbs and ethnic 
Albanians kidnapped by 
the KLA were still held in 
the region, the commu- 
nique quoted the two as 
saying. 

An investigation con- 
firmed that KLA “terror- 
ists” shot the Serbs and 
bunted their bodies, it 
added. 

In Pristina, the Serbian 
Information Centre said 
that Serb police had “liqui- 


dated seven (ethnic 
Albanian) terrorists” 
Saturday near Klina. in 
western Kosovo. 

The seven KLA members 
had attacked Serbian secu- 
rity forces in Donja Susica. 
police said. Security forces 
suffered no casualties dur- 
ing the two-hour engage- 
ment. 

Fighting in Kosovo has 
claimed 700 lives since late 
February, more than 600 of 
them ethnic Albanians. 

Government losses 
totalled 66 Serb policemen 
and 22 Yugoslav army 
troops, official sources 
indicated. 

The army magazine 
Vojska reported in its latest 
edition that 26 Serb and 
Montenegrin civilians had 
been killed by the KLA 
during the same period. 


Mother Teresa’s successor 
comes to terms with challenges 


CALCUTTA, India (AP) 
— Mother Teresa’s suc- 
cessor doesn't have her 
own business card for vis- 
itors. She hands out 
Mother Teresa’s. 

“The fruit of SILENCE 
is Prayer/The fruit of 
PRAYER is Faith/The 
fruir of FAITH is 

Love /The fruit of LOVE is 
service/The fruit of SER- 
VICE is Peace ... Mother 
Teresa,” the card says. 

It’s not easy following 
the saintly founder of the 
Missionaries of Charity 
order. But Sister Nirmala, 
the little-known, soft-spo- 
ken nun elected last year 
to lead the group, is firmly 
in control. 

"This is an awesome 
responsibility.” Sister 
Nirmala said in an inter- 
view. "... But just trusting 


in God and his grace for 
the present, moment by 
moment, I could accept” 
the burden. 

“Difficulties are a part of 
life. I would not consider 
them as difficulties to 
crush, but challenges to 
face and to grow,” she 
added, sitting under a 
large wooden cross in a 
tiny anteroom at the 
order's headquarters. 

She was born Nirmala 
Joshi into a family of 
Brahmins, the traditional 
Hindu priestly caste. She 
was educated by Christian 
missionaries in the eastern 
city of Patna, but 
remained a Hindu until 
age 24, when she heard of 
Mother Teresa’s works 
and converted to Roman 
Catholicism. 

She was one of the first 


nuns of her order to head a 
foreign mission when she 
went to Panama. Later, she 
headed missions in Europe 
and the United States. 

She returned to Calcutta 
to head the order's 
Contemplative Wing, 
which deals with spiritual 
matters. Six months 
before Mother Teresa's 
death, she was elected 
superior-general by a con- 
ference of 120 nuns. 

*• Friends describe her as 
humble, simple, yet deci- 
sive. 

“Sister Nirmala may 
look weak and docile, but 
she is very firm. 

She is all there — just 
like Mother.” said Sunita 
Kumar, a close friend of 
Mother Teresa's for three 
decades. 


U.S. academic questions Sydney water contamination 


SYDNEY (R) — An American 
academic created a stir 
Saturday by questioning 
whether dangerous parasites 
found in Sydney's water supply 
niight not in fret be harmless 
algal blooms. 

But Sydney Water stood by 
its tests showing record levels 
of die dangerous parasites Cryp- 
tosporidium aod giaidia and 
said city residents should cany 
on bofltng their water 

More than three million 
Sydneysiders have been forced 
this week to boil all drinking 
and cooking water for one 


minute because of contamina- 
tion in Sydney’s main water 
reservoir- and in two fihranoo 
plants. 

The contamination crisis, the 
second in a month, has been an 
embarrassment for the harbour 
city just two years from its host- 
ing of the 2000 Olympic 
Games. 

Dl Jerry Ongerth. a visiting 
fellow in the civil engineering 
department of the University of 
New South Wales, told the 
Sydney Morning Herald that 
levels of the parasites were “as 
high as you would find in pure 


raw sewage, probably higher 1 '. 

He said his own tests showed 
that many of the organisms 
were algal and looked like Cryp- 
tosporidium or gjardia. Others 
could not be identified for sure, 
but could be innocuous algae. 

■There are so many organ- 
isms out in nature rhai you can- 
not possibly rest for all of 
them,” he said. 

Ongenh, who also holds a 
post at rhe University of 
Washington, is not questioning 
the public health advice that all 
drinking water should be 
boiled. 


But his theory could explain 
why the contamination has 
caused no increase in illness 
despite record Cryptosporidium 
levels and anecdotal evidence 
tear many Sydney people have 
carried on drinking unboiled tap 
water. 

Tests carried out by the New 
South Wales stare Health 
Department Thursday showed 
mac than 9,000 Cryptosporidi- 
um oocysts or eggs per 100 
litres of water at one filtration 
plant — nine times the previous 
highest level during the crisis. 

By way of comparison. 


400,000 people fell sick during 
a Cryptosporidium contamina- 
tion in the U.S. city of 
Milwaukee five years ago and 
around 100 died, yet Cryp- 
tosporidium levels were later 
put at only around 20 oocysts 
per 100 litres of water. 

Ongerth. a framer adviser to 
Sydney Water, told Reuters 
Sydney was one of the few 
cities in the world to be moni- 
toring its water supply fra Cryp- 
tosporidium. and as such was 
doing everything right. 

But he was not convinced that 
Sydney water was dangerous. 


Ciyptosponfium and gjardia 
are usually carried in animal 
faeces, yet there was no sign of 
high levels of faecal bacteria in 
the Wanagamba Dam that sup- 
plies most of Sydney’s water 
needs. 

Tm convinced that the 
degree of hazard to die people 
of Sydney is modest, although I 
don’t see how the problem 
could have been handled differ- 
ently" Ongerth said. 

■ He said the focus might have 
to switch to traditional monitor- 
ing tools, such as measuring the 
level of bacteria and cheeking 


the purity of water catchments, 
if scientific analysis of water 
samples remained inconclusive. 

Sydney Water spokesman 
Rod Metcalfe said the authority 
had examined Ongerth ’s theory, 
but was sticking by its test 
results. He said Cryptosporidi- 
um parvum, the dangerous 
species of the parasite, had def- 
initely been identified in the 
samples. 

“We’re aware of the claim 
and we’ve looked at it, but 
we’re more than confident that 
in this instance there is Cryp- 
tosporidium.” he said. 


Rioting hits 
Indonesian 
town for a 
second day 

JAKARTA. Indonesia (AP) 
— Mobs burned a warehouse 
Saturday on the second day 
of rioting in a coastal town 
where thousands of fisher- 
men attacked Chinese-owned 
cars and houses, newspapers 
reported. At least 33 people 
were arrested 

The violence in the Java 
island town of Cilacap had 
dwindled by the afternoon. 
Security forces patrolled past 
shops and restaurants, shut- 
tered by their owners for fear 
of more unrest. 

Friday, hundreds of police 
and soldiers were unable to 
prevent the mob rampaging 
until late in the evening. The 
Jakarta Post reported The 
rioters were angry over low 
wages and alleged corrup- 
tion. 

Rioters torched a shrimp 
warehouse Saturday morn- 
ing, reported the Suara 
Pembaruan, a daily newspa- 
per. 

The unrest was the latest in 
a string of riots this week 
around Indonesia, which is 
suffering economic turmoil 
that has stripped millions of 
(heir jobs and pushed up 
prices. 

The ethnic Chinese minori- 
ty dominates the economy 
and has often been blamed 
for the crisis. Chinese-owned 
property was targeted in 
more widespread violence 
that led to the downfall in 
May of former President 
Suharto alter 32 years of 
autocratic rule. 

Authorities arrested 33 
people but there were no 
reports of injuries in Cilacap, 
435 kilometres east of 
Jakarta, the capital. 

The rioting began when the 
fishermen burned at least 10 
trawlers moored in the fish- 
ing port near the town, the 
Post reported They then 
moved into Cilacap. burning 
and damaging four cars. 10 
motorcycles and 20 houses 
belonging to ethnic Chinese. 

Solders blocked thorough- 
feres but were outnumbered 
and had to call for backup 
from neighbouring towns. 

The crews of the fishing 
boats said they were exploit- 
ed by their employers and 
had not received a pay raise 
in six years. 

The fishermen are paid 

2.000 rupiah ( 1 8 U.S. cents) a 
day, a salary below the mini- 
mum w age. the Post quoted 
Cilacap police chief Col. 
Andi Lolo as saying. 

The protesters also com- 
plained that prat officials 
extorted money from them. 
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New role for NAM? 


THE NON-ALIGNED Movement (NAM) meet- 
ing in South Africa is an opportunity for 160 or 
so countries of the movement to debate an 
array of global and regional issue§. Ever since 
its inception in 1961, when the first conference 
was convened in Belgrade, the NAM has been 
busy finding its own identity among the various 
International fora. That was relatively easy dur- 
ing the Cold War, when the international com- 
munity was almost evenly divided into two 
major blocs. With the demise of the Soviet 
Union and the disintegration of the Warsaw 
Pact and the subsequent emergence of the U.S. 
as the dominant world power, NAM member 
states started a new process that aims to articu- 
late a new mission and sense of direction. 

While on the surface of things, the world is no 
longer bi-polar in the traditional sense of the 
word, there is no doubt that the comity of 
nations are still divided on more than one front. 
Different and opposing political persuasions 
and ideologies still divide many capitals. This is 
not to mention the deep division between coun- 
tries on the economic, social and cultural levels. 
It would be naive, therefore, to presume that the 
world is uniform to the extent that there is no 
more role for the NAM to play. 

The international community is still deeply 
multi-cultural, religious and ideological. The 
economic orientations of states are also varied 
considerably. Even with the advent of the glob- 
al economy, the debate still ranges on whether 
the economic interdependence of countries 
should be oriented solely to free economy and 
private enterprise, where state-controlled 
economies have no role to play. 

The countries of the world are also deeply 
divided on human rights, the unilateral use of 
force and the sanctions regime to which the 
U.N. Security Council often resorts, to the detri- 
ment of the interests of peoples everywhere. 
Accordingly, the agenda of the NAM is not so 
shallow' as some would suggest. Rather, it is 
replete with hard-core issues on which the 
world is still deeply divided. This reinforces the 
proposition that the NAM has a major role to 
play in international affairs. If the movement is 
unable, due to the diversity of its members, to 
agree on a set of policies on issues like globali- 
sation, the so-called “new world order” and 
reform of the U.N. system, the least it could do 
at this important summit, which coincides with 
the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Human Rights, is to adapt a new set of ethics 
that should govern the conduct of nations in the 
2 1st centurv. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RATS Fahed Fanek comes to the conclusion that, in the 
recent turmoil Kurroundinc growth-rate figures, the ex-gov- 
emmem's true failure lay in its inability to defend itself 
against an over-zealous press, rather than in a malicious mis- 
calculation of growth-rate estimates. For the years 1991. 
1992 and 19*34. contends Fanek, the government over-esti- 
mated economic growth in Jordan, whilst its figures for 1 993. 
19^5 and 1996 were too low. A cumulative growth-rate for 
those six years, based on these government statistics, would 
amount to 40.9 per cent, hence, argues the writer, there was 
neither a huge discrepancy to the actual 44.6 per cent eco- 
nomic growth Jordan enjoyed during this time, nor could th% 
Majali government have been accused of inflating the figures, 
had it defended itself rightly. In general ihe growth-rate spoke 
for the government’s reform programme, says Fanek. but 
instead of standing up to press criticism of its performance, 
the ex-government sought to pass legislation which would 
restrict press-freedom, banning subjects from public debates 
and introducing severe punishments in cases of violation. 


AL DUSTOUR'S Orcib Rantawi commented on the sanc- 
tions imposed on three Arab countries. Libya. Sudan, and 
Iraq, and claimed that the inhuman sanctions victimising 
around 50 million people are coming to an end. Rantawi 
called on these countries to act wisely to avoid the continuity 
of sanctions which have proved to be unpopular among the 
world community. Rantawi reviewed the three countries' 
positions and the possibilities of the lifting of the sanctions on 
each: The United Nation Security Council has decided to sus- 
pend sanctions on Libya once it hands the two suspected 
Libyan bombers over for trial in the Netherlands hence it is 
all up to Libya to clean its name. The Sudan bombing was a 
blessing in disguise, because Sudan explained its stand on ter- 
rorism and answered all accusations made by the United 
States. Leaked reports, according to Rantawi. says the U.S. 
wants to open a channel of talks with the Sudanese regi me on 
security issues which means the beginning of the end of sanc- 
tions. Rantawi added that the resignation of Scot Ritter from 
UNSCOM and the fiasco following claims that he was a CIA 
and Mossad agent is proof that UNSCOM is in its final days. 
The ball is in the Arab nation's field, he said. They better play 
it well. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Economic adjustment still needs IMF 


THERE IS consensus among observers and economists 
that the process of economic adjustment in Jordan has 
not been completed. There is still much to be done, 
especially when the process almost came to a standstill 
during recent years. Deficit in the budget before for- 
eign grants, which at one time was narrowed to around 
3.5 per cent of GDP, started to climb up again and may 
exceed seven per cent in the current fiscal year. 
Restructuring of certain sectors such as health, water, 
and energy did not take place unless we lake changing 
the description of some public sector corporations to 
shareholding companies wholly owned by the govern- 
ment as a structural change. As far as privatisation is 
concerned, the process did not take off despite too 
much noise about it. AI! the announced deadlines for 
the privatisation of public sector entities passed with- 
out action, including Jordan Telecommunication 
Company, the Royal Jordanian Airlines, and Aqaba 
Railway. 

Under this lack of action on behalf of the government 
it was not strange to lose economic growth without 
gaining real adjustment. U was enough for us to listen 


to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank officials commending the Jordanian government 
for its sound policies and the Jordanian economy for 
outstanding results, until time made us realise that 
there were actually no sound policies and that the 
results were not as good as was assumed. 

Now we come to a crucial question regarding the 
future of adjustment programme, as we have a new 
government and we are gening very close to the expiry 
date of the present programme 1992- 1 99S. Should we 
carry on with a renewed programme of economic 
reform in cooperation with the IMF or should we think 
of ourselves as having graduated from IMF supervision 
and can follow our own ideas from now on without 
consultations with the IMF and the World Bank. 

As for the new government, it is evident that it is not 
revolutionary. The presence of Dr. Michel Marto in the 
Ministry of Finance, Dr. Nabil Amraari in the Ministry 
of Planning. Dr. Ziad Fariz in the Central Bank and Dr. 
Taher Kana’an heading the economic team is a strong 
indication that the economic adjustment programme 
will continue, and that the World Bank and the IMF 


will not be relieved from their responsibility to assist 
Iordan technically and financially- 

mo?e amatter of necessity. All our debts have already 

?MF and the World Bank, or because it was borrowed 
after the cut-off date of January 1. 1989. Adopting a 
propamme is now an option wh.ch we may take out of 
choice to serve our best interests. _ 

Jordan can benefit a lot from confirming with an eco- 
nomic programme with the blessing of the IMF. buch 
benefits include obtaining more concessions from 
major creditors, receiving more generous gran* from 
donor countries, using the expertise of the IMF staff 
securing a measure of international credibility of 
Jordan's economic performance, and enhancing poten- 
tial investments from Arab and foreign sources. Ail 
these and other benefits would not be available in the 
current circumstances without an adjustment pro- 
gramme approved by the IMF. 


v 



Washington Watch 


Dr. James J. Zogby 


U.S. bombings backfire 


IN THE MOST recent 
round fought between the 
United States and those 
shadowy murderers who 
bombed the U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania, the winner, 
tragically, may well have 
been the terrorists. The 
surprise U.S. retaliatory 
bombings of targets in 
Sudan and Afghanistan 
has played into the hands 
of those who are waging 
this ugly war. 

Throughout the Arab 
world, the U.S. action has 
been roundly condemned, 
with our strongest allies 
remaining ominously 
silent. The United States 
is criticised principally 
for taking the law into its 
own hands, without con- 
sideration for internation- 
al law. By undercutting 
its claim to be the uphold- 
er of international law 
and by resorting to what 
some have Termed as the 
“law of the jungle." the 
U.S.'s actions are now 
decried as no different 
than those of the terrorists 
it condemns. 

If Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is 
right and this is the begin- 
ning of “the unfortunate 
war of the future" in 
which “we are to be 
engaged for the long- 
haul." than it is impera- 
tive that the United States 
understand the nature of 
this battle and what is 
required to win it. 

For starters, the United 
States should recognise 
that this struggle must be 
fought on many fronts. It 
is r only partly a military 
conflict. 

Terrorism has political, 
psychological and mili- 
tary' objectives. Not only- 
do its practitioners seek 
to take lives in horren- 
dous acts of murder, they 
also seek to promote fear 
and insecurity. It is also 
vitally important to ter- 
rorists that they provoke a 
response. a violent 

repressive response, 
which they hope will 
expose the weaknesses of 
their adversary and cause 
a negative political reac- 


tion. winning support for 
their cause. 

As Ihe dust settles in the 
aftermath of the U.S. 
cruise missile strikes, it 
appears that this is exact- 
ly what has occurred. 

While the United States 
had the moral high 
ground on which to stand 
following the brutal 
assault on its two African 
embassies, ail that ended 
with the attacks on Sudan 
and Afghanistan. 

Arabs and Muslims 
were horrified at the out- 
rages committed by the 
terrorists, and they con- 
tinue to be angered by 
those who use religion to 
justify their murderous 
deeds, thus harming the 
meaning and image of 
religion itself. But the 
Arab World also under- 
standably harbours deep 
fears and mistrust of the 
United Stales. There is an 
alienation from the 
United States born of a 
double standard, which 
the United States applies 
to the Middle East, and 10 
Muslims in general: 
While the United States 
insists lhat Arab countries 
adhere to international 
law. Israel has for 
decades been allowed to 
get away with murder in 
Lebanon and in the 
Occupied Territories. 
There is also growing 
anger over the severe 
economic sanctions that 
continue to be applied 
disproportinnally to Arab 
and Muslim countries, 
resulting in the deaths of 
hundreds nf thousands. 

As a result of these 
deeply felt grievances. 
.Arabs are unwilling to 
give the U.S. “cane 
blanche" to operate in 
their region. If the current 
administration has a cred- 
ibility problem domesti- 
cally!! it would be fair to 
say* that its credibility 
problem in the Arab 
world is twice as serious. 

Of course the United 
Stales can. if it chooses, 
ignore these Arab con- 
cerns and act to defend 
itself at will. It is, after all 
the word's superpower 


and it can do whatever it 
wants to do whenever it 
wants to do it. But it does 
so at great risk — espe- 
cially if it seeks to wage a 
war against an enemy 
which, while using repug- 
nant means, claims to be 
fighting in the name of 
those very injustices and 
inequities that have pro- 
duced the alienation of 
the Arab world from the 
United States. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright may 
very will believe it when 
she says that “we stand 
for freedom and role of 
law and democracy and 
that's what (the terrorists] 
don’t believe in and so 
{they) have decided that 
we are the enemy." But 
her words ring hollow 
and produce anger in ihe 
Arab World. 

By ignoring the reality 
of Arab grievances and 
by failing to address 
them, the United States 
has ignored Ihe political 
and psychological fronts 
of ihe battle it is waging. 
Just as military planners 
learn the physical terrain 
of a potential battlefield, 
it is imperative that the 
political and psychologi- 
cal terrain of this battle- 
field against terrorism be 
understood as well. 

By ignoring them and 
acting violently and uni- 
laleraijy last week, the 
United States has created 
u Middle East that is 
more hostile and danger- 
ous then it was even one 
week ago: Whether or not 
Ossama Bin Laden was, 
in fact, the culprit behind 
the attacks on the U.S. 
embassies. he has 
emerged, in the wake of 
the U.S. strikes, having 
won significant support 
from an angry Arab 
street. What the United 
States has won for itself 
is only ouirage and con- 
demnation. U.S. interests 
and allies are now more 
vulnerable and more at 
risk. 

If die purpose of this 
struggle is to “eradicate 
terrorism" and “dry up its 
well-springs of support " 


clearly another strategy is 
needed. What is required 
is a new U.S. policy that 
establishes U.S. credibili- 
ty as the upholder of the 
rule of law and the pro- 
moter of justice through- 
out the Middle East. The 
U.S. must work with 
Arab and Muslim allies to 
isolate extremists and to 
address the long-festering 
grievances that feed these 
movements. 

Decades ago, the 
United Slates faced an 
internal crisis of wide- 
spread urban violence. 
There were those w’ho 
advocated that over- 
whelming force be used 
to “crush the violence.’’ 
But more sober minds 
prevailed. A commission 
was convened to study 
the root causes of this 
unrest. Its conclusion was 
that there were social and 
political issues that had to 
be addressed to stem the 
violence and dry up sup- 
port for those who advo- 
cated its use. 

Today's situation in the 
Middle East is no differ- 
ent. What is required will 
be difficult — but less 
difficult than the current 
course on which the 
United States has 

embarked. 

If the United Slates 

does not develop a new 
and more sophisticated 
approach to this evolving 
confrontation, it will only 
further aggravate an 

already volatile and 

enflamed situation, 

resulting in more rounds 
of ugly and deadly vio- 
lence. 

In the end. if the United 
States fails to address this 
conflict in its many 
dimensions, it may very 
well foster conditions in 
which Samuel 

Huntington’s “Clash of 
Civilisations” becomes a 
reality-an outcome 
desired only by extremist 
ideologues in the West 
and those in the Arab 
World who use terror in 
order to drive America 
out of the region. 


It’s not that simple 


To the Editor: 


I cannot agree more with some of Bala Lemak’s 
comments on American perceptions towards the 
Arab World (“Wrong is Wrong,” Letter to the 
Editor, Aug. 30). But I am prompted to raise some 
questions to Mr/Ms Lemak, whose opinions. I am 
sure are shared by a majority of American people: 

1. Do the American people understand why peo- 
ple like Osama Bin Laden spring up and immedi- 
ately get accepted as a hero by many ? 

If they don’t, then try this: People like Bin Laden 
are backed because of what many people see as 
their courage to stand up to injustice and the failure 
of international laws and conventions to redress the 
grievances of the oppressed. That courage is miss- 
ing on the part of many governments in this region, 
many of which cannot say much about their peo- 
ple’s faith in them either. (It partly explains the 
immense popularity Iraq’s Saddam Hussein 
enjoyed when he challenged the United States. If 
Saddam has lost some of that popularity since then, 
it is mainly because of what many see as his climb- 
down). 

2. Do the American people understand why U.S. 
embassies and interests are picked as favourite tar- 
gets for extremist attacks, particularly when they 
believe that their country has no direct involvement 
in the issues of the region? 

If they don’t, then try this: Although the United 
States may not be “directly" involved as an oppres- 
sor in the Middle East equation, its “indirect" 
actions cause more harm than “direct” involvement 
by its unreserved political, military, economic and 
moral support for Israel. Most people in this region 
are convinced that had it not been for the U.S. sup- 
port, Israel would not have dared to challenge the 
international community and world public opinion 
by continuing to occupy Arab territories and sys- 
tematically eliminating physical realities of 
Palestinian territorial claims. The U.S. approach to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict has made Washington the 
real villain in the equation. People here grit their 
teeth in sheer frustration whenever they hear of 
American vetoes of UN resolutions critical of 
Israel. It is no exaggeration to say that the U.S. pol- 
icy is seen by many as a declaration of war against 
Arab rights just as Americans see Bin Laden’s anti- 
U.S. threats as a declaration of war. 

3. Do the American people understand why 
extremist actions in this region are always given an 
“Islamist" tinge? 

If they don’t, then try this: Every political ideolo- 
gy and philosophy — indigenous and foreign — 
has been tried and failed in this region to address 
the root causes of people's frustration. It is only 
narurai then for people to embrace what is very 
much here and what they are bom with — Islam as 
a religion which offers solace and comfort. Indeed 
there are a handful nf people who twist Islamic 
teachings to their extremist likings, but it is mis- 
placed to assert that the support they have is as 
good Cor as bad) as American Jews’ endorsement of 
Israeli policies against the Arabs. 

4. Finally, do the American people understand 
why they, citizens of a country which is founded on 
the noble principles of freedom and’ fraternity, are 
finding themselves as targets of other people who 
are also seeking to enjoy the same riehts and free- 
doms? 

It they don t, then try this: A majority of 

American people are spoon-fed half truths and 
half-cocked analyses by the American media, 
which, despite their declared commitment to accu- 
racy and objectivity, pick their cue from what has 
come to be established as standing U.S. policy. As 
such, the American public at large are not fully 
° f i lh j reaIi,ies on ground in the 
Middle East. Indeed, how many Americans would 
actually think about the plight of a 12-member 
Palestinian family who see what was their home in 
the morning turned into bulldozed rubbles by the 

l „ rnW ,' l „i , d J or man >' in this ^ of the world 
there is Imie difference between those rubbles and 
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Tracking the killer virus 

‘S June, 1918. In the trench, wrecked by last night’s bombardment, all is quiet now; the artillery is taking a rest...A dozen conscripts were killed last night, their 
first night in the line. They are lying in a comer of the trench now, waiting to be moved to the rear for burial’— Arthur Lapointe 


By Gwynne Dyer 

ARTHUR LAPOINTE, whose diaries are 
among the best French- language memoirs of 
the World War I, was a lucky man. He served 
three years in the trenches, and survived the 
war without a scratch. Then he went home to 
Mont-Joli, Quebec — and learned that all 
seven of his brothers and sisters had died of 
the Spanish influenza in the month before he 
arrived. 

Eleven million people were killed in the 
World War 1. Between 20 and 40 million were 
killed by the ‘Spanish flu’ in the autumn of 
1918, and we have no assurance that the same 
thing could not happen again tomorrow. So at 
Longyearbyen in far northern Norway, they 
are opening up a frozen mass grave to see if 
they can find and identify the virus that did 
the killing. 

“If we know the genetic structure of the 
virus, it can help us produce a vaccine.” 
explained Dr. Tom Bergan of Oslo University 
— and added: “There is no chance in the 
world that there is a viable virus in there.” 
Nevertheless, the excavation is taking place 
under strict containment rules: an air-tight 


inflatable tent has been erected over the pit. 
and the scientists who enter through the air- 
lock wear ‘space-suits’ with an outside air 
supply. 

The three-week operation, which began on 
the 18th. aims to recover tissue samples from 
six Norwegian coal-miners who died of the 
Spanish flu in October. 1918. It is a triumph 
of medical detective work, for until now sci- 
entists had virtually given up hope of learning 
just what the 191 S virus was. Previous 
attempts to find remnants of it in Icelandic 
and Alaskan graves had produced disappoint- 
ing results: the ground was too warm, and few 
traces of the virus survived. 

Five years ago. however, Kirsty Duncan, a 
medical geographer at the University of 
Windsor in Ontario, discovered the 1918 
diary of the chief engineer at the coal-mine on 
Spirzbergen Island, a glacier-covered Norwe- 
gian territory only 800 kin from the North 
Pole. It recorded the deaths of seven miners 
from the Spanish flu. and of their burial in the 
churchyard at Longyearbyen. 

Duncan set about gening permission from 
their families to exhume the bodies, and final- 
ly six of the seven agreed. Last year she sur- 


veyed the grave with radar and determined 
that the bodies were well below the per- 
mafrost, preserved at a temperature between 
minus 10 and minus 1 Celsius (plus 14 to 30 
Fahrenheit). So this year she has come back 
with a four-nation team of microbiologists, 
virologists and geologists 10 dig up the 
remains. 

It will be up to 18 months before laboratory 
analysis of tissue samples from the miners 
yields a clear picture of the genetic structure 
of the 1918 virus, even if the team does recov- 
er it successfully. But already two conclu- 
sions seem likely: that it was a ‘shift* rather 
than a ‘drift* version of the influenza virus, 
and that it had the ability to attack the entire 
body rather than just the respiratory system. 

The influenza virus, which affects birds and 
animals as well as humans, has the knack of 
changing its surface proteins in order to fool 
their immune systems. Normally, these are 
minor mutations in the virus’ coat, occurring 
by a process known as ‘drift’ — and since 
most people have been exposed to similar 
strains before, we just feel rotten for a few 
days while our immune systems learn to deal 
with the new version. But sometimes, we are 


faced with a much bigger problem: ‘shift.’ 

“Every few decades,” explained Sir John 
Skehel of London's National Institute of 
Medical Research last December, “a com- 
pletely new strain emerges. These emerge 
from animals, usually birds. The last time that 
happened was in 1968, when hundreds of 
thousands of people died in the resulting pan- 
demic. Unfortunately, we are due for another 
major pandemic any time now.” 

Sir John was being interviewed about flu 
last year because we had a major scare in 
December a new strain of the virus emerged 
in chickens in Hong Kong, and infected at 
least 20 people — of whom four died. And as 
in 1918, most of the victims were young. 

All 1 .4 million chickens in Hong Kong were 
killed in 24 hours, and in the end the scare 
died down. This strain of the virus, it seems, 
can pass from chickens to people, but does 
not pass easily between humans. But some 
day. another version as virulent os the 1918 
strain will emerge. 

So it’s good news that scientists are starting 
to learn what makes some flu viruses so much 
deadlier than others. Two virologists at the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison, Yoshihiro 


Kawaoka and Hideo Goto, report in this 
month's ‘Proceedings of the National Acade- 
my of Sciences’ that they have identified a flu 
virus that is able to infect any cell in the body, 
and not only those in the respiratory tract. 

The strain they studied is one that first 
appeared in the late 1 920s. It is thoughr to be 
closely related to the 1918 killer its ability to 
cause infection in all body tissues and not just 
the lungs is precisely what researchers sus- 
pect made the Spanish flu so lethal. Now the 
Wisconsin team has identified the surface 
protein (haemagglucinin/ that enables this 
particular strain to enter and infect cells 
throughout the body. 

If the Longyearbyen team can reconstruct 
the ‘Spanish flu* vires, and IF its trick was the 
same one that the Wisconsin researchers have 
identified in its 1920s relative, then we may 
never have to face another flu epidemic like 
the one in 1918. Otherwise, we are living on 
borrowed time. 

The writer is a London-based journalist and 
historian. He contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times . 


Investors crazy about Internet stocks 


By Isabelle Parenthoen 

Agence France Presse 

U.S. INVESTORS are running up the prices of 
Internet stocks, lured by attractive gains and the 
hope that the World Wide Web will be crucial to 
future commerce and communications. 

These are fledgling, quirky enterprises that 
might not appear to be the safest investment bets, 
like cyberspace bookstore Amazon.com, software 
maker Inktomi and Internet browser Lycos. 

But companies like these have seen their share 
prices double in the last two weeks. On Thursday, 
shares in Internet media company Yahoo! Inc. 
shot up after announcing a per-share dividend of 
15 cents instead of the Wall Street forecast of nine 
cents. 

Profit- taking meant that at the close of trading 
Thursday, Yahoo! shares were down 2-3/16 at 
184. 

The combined market capitalisation of Ama- 
zon.com and Yahoo! — both founded in 1994 — 
total nearly $10 billion: a figure that equals those 
of more established companies .like aluminum . 
manufacturer Alcoa and toymaker giant Mattel. 


These media companies were set up by Wun- 
derkind, many of them billionaires who are bare- 
ly 30 years old, the same age legendary computer 
whiz Bill Gates was when he founded Microsoft. 

The Nasdaq, the electronic exchange on which 
many high-tech stocks are traded, has been flying 
from record to record. 

“I’ve never seen anything like this in any sector,” 
said Andrea William of the investment firm Volpe 
Brown Whelan in San Francisco. 

Most of the buying has been by individual 
investors ready to take risks that turn off the major 
mutual fund managers. 

“It's becoming clear to people how integrated 
the Internet will be into all of our lives, from a 
consumer’s perspective or from business’ perspec- 
tive." said William, who warned that some buying 
had been “indiscriminate.” 

"People are using these sites, they are familiar 
with these names, and everyone think he or she 
can make a lot of money.” she added. 

One pressing question is whether the companies 
are actually worth the billions that they trade for 
on the stock exchange. 

• Steve Horen of NationsBank Montgomery 


Securities recently downgraded Amazon.com 
from “buy” to “hold” on the grounds that the share 
price was too high. 

But the upward trend has been hard to resist, 
especially as major telecommunications firms and 
media groups seek 10 jump on the Internet band- 
wagon. 

Search engines, which most people use to 
manoeuvre around the Web, have been the object 
of a virtual buying frenzy as media groups seek 
ways to get access to millions of Internet users. 

In early June, entertainment giant Walt Disney 
and General Electric, which owns NBC television, 
announced a deal worth tens of millions of dollars 
for a Web “portal ” 

On the infrastructure side, telecommunications 
giant AT and T announced on June 25 that it was 
merging with cable operator Tele-Communica- 
tions Inc. to bring cable, telephone and Internet 
businesses under one roof. 

A week later, the Financial Times reported that 
AT&T had approached the world's largest Internet 
provider America Online ( AOL) about a possible 
merger. The two firms have firmly declined com- 
ment 


Yeltsin looks to restore image 


Harrods in 
London (owned, 
of course, by 
an Egyptian) 
is just one of 
many reasons 
why England 
has become a 
favourite holiday 
destination for 
people all 
over the Arab 
World 
(file photo) 


Arab influx enjoys 
British summer 



By Timothy Heritage 

Reuters 

MOSCOW — Bruised by .battles on Russia’s 
political front. President Boris Yeltsin is looking 
to a summit with U.S. President BiU Clinton to 
start repairing his dented image. 

Clinton’s visit to Moscow on September 1-3 
offers Yeltsin a chance to get away from political 
problems at home which have badly damaged his 
authority, particularly a financial crisis which 
prompted him to sack his entire government on 
August 23. 

“It's normal psychology for a leader who has 
domestic problems to look to foreign politics for a 
bit of relief." said Andrei Kortunov, a political 
analyst who heads the Russian Science Founda- 
tion think-tank. 

“He’ll want to show he"s not just a lame duck 
and that he is a leader, a man who is in charge and 
is a real statesman.” His chances of success seem 
limiretL 

At 67. and after at least two heart attacks and a 
bypass operation, Yeltsin is no longer the active, 
ever-present leader who climbed onto a tank in 
1991 to lead opposition to a hardline coup 
attempt. His state of mind, and health, is in ques- 
tion. 

His decision to reinstate Viktor Chernomyrdin 
as prime minis ter on August 23 was a humiliating 
about-face which some politicians say signals 
Yeltsin could be ready to take more of a back seat 
in running the country. They wonder whether 
Clinton might even be better advised talking to 
Chernomyrdin. 

Expectations of the summit are low: Summits 
between Moscow and Washington are no longer 
the tense affairs of Soviet times and are carefully 
prepared to limit the danger of failure. Even so. 
expectations of the first lull summit for I S months 
are low. 

Yeltsin will hope to win firm public support 
from Clinton and may also seek some more 
international financial backing to help Russia 
through its crisis. 

He is likely to have to settle for the former. 

“Yeltsin will be able to show Russians he has the 
support of a leading industrial nation, but it is hard 
to imagine the international community coming 
up with more funds now.” said political analyst 
Andrei Piontkovsky. 

Russia won a new mulri-billion-dollar loan in 
July from the International Monetary Fund but its 
financial markets have continued to slide. 

‘They (the United States) have been especially 
frustrated by the fact that the IMF package had lit- 
tle effect on resolving market sentiment,” said 
Dirk Damrau, head of research at the MFK 
Renaissance finance house. 

That means U.S. officials are more likely to seek 
guarantees that market reforms are going to con- 
tinue than to drop more money into what must 
seem like a bottomless piL 

Promoting Moscow as power on world stage 
Yeltsin will undoubtedly use the summit as a plat- 
form to promote Russia on the world stage. 

Since the appointment of former spymaster 
Yevgeny Primakov as foreign minister in January 


1996, Moscow has sets its sights on regaining the 
status enjoyed in global diplomacy in Soviet days. 

It has also sought to make relations with Wash- 
ington less central to policy by developing trade 
and political ties with Europe, Japan, China and 
other countries in Asia and the Middle East. 

Even so. Clinton has let Yeltsin take the oppor- 
tunity to promote Russia’s image at previous sum- 
mits and next week's meeting is unlikely to be an 
exception. 

“Yeltsin thinks he can send a message round the 
world that Russia counts and that it deals on equal 
terms with the United States," said Drnioy Trenin, 
an analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace think-tank. 

But he doubted Yeltsin's words would have 
much effect, especially as the country grapples 
with financial crisis. 

“I don’t expect his message will be heard.” 
Trenin said. 

Lip service to nationalists and communists 
Yeltsin will be playing partly to a domestic audi- 
ence when he meets Clinton. That is inevitable 
because of the strong communist and nationalist 
contingent in the State Duma, the lower house of 
parliament. 

But the need to appease the nationalists puts him 
in a difficult position which poses the risk of a 
backlash. 

Yeltsin may have had the nationalists in mind 
when he expressed outrage at this month’s U.S. 
strikes against "terrorist-related” bases in 
Afghanistan and Sudan following the bombings 
of U.S. embassies in East Africa. 


He will now be underpressure from nationalists 
to reiterate Russia's opposition to the attacks, but 
doing so would risk causing unwanted strains at 
the summit. 

Nationalists and communists will also look to 
Yeltsin to take an independent line on the conflict 
in the Serbian province of Kosovo and restare 
Russia's insistence on continuing cooperation 
with Iran, against the wishes of Washington. 

Even Clinton’s presence in Moscow irritates the 
nationalists and communists because they blame 
Western governments and international financial 
organisations for Russia's crisis. 

“If the visit takes place. State Duma officials 
should greatly limit their contacts with the Amer- 
ican representatives," said Alexei Mitrofanov, a 
nationalist who beads the Duma's geopolitics 
committee. 

The Duma is also likely to balk at any efforts by 
Clinton to persuade the chamber to ratify the 
START-2 arms reduction accord slashing 
deployed U.S. and Russian nuclear warheads. 

The low expectations of the summit have 
prompted some politicians and analysts to ask 
whether it should take place. 

Some have said that despite official statements 
to the contrary. Russia's crisis could yet force it to 
be postponed. 

But Yeltsin and Clinton have a good personal 
relationship which has helped iron out difficult 
problems in the past and both sides see the value 
of meeting regularly to ensure Russian-U.S. rela- 
tions do not slip into a chili. 


By Eli Coory 

Reuters 

ITS HARD to believe that tourists come to 
London to enjoy (he British summer. 

But for the hundreds of thousands of tourists 
from the Arab Gulf expected to visit Britain 
this year, the grey skies and rainy days provide 
a welcome oasis from the sweltering heat of 
their desert homes. 

“It’s perfect to me, as long as it doesn : t get 
too cold,” said TalaL a 14-year-old Kuwaiti, 
sitting on a bench at Hyde Park where many 
Gulf Arab visitors pass the afternoons. 

From mid-July to September, when desert 
temperatures regularly top 45 degrees Celsius 
(.113 degrees Fahrenheit j, more than 218,000 
tourists from the Gulf make Britain their num- 
ber one holiday spot in Europe. According to 
the British Tourist Authority (BTA). Britain 
will host 222,000 visitors this year from the 
Gulf Arab states of Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates. Most will stay in London, the BTA 
said. 

“I like the UK because the people here are 
more friendly than (in) other European coun- 
tries.” said OmarAI Khalid from Saudi Arabia. 
“In addition to that here we use our second lan- 
guage — English.” “1 much prefer the weath- 
er here. It is more comfortable and I can walk 
freely,” said Nabila. a 23-year-old Kuwaiti 
bank employee who comes to London every 
year with her family. 

Walking is a favourite pastime, especially at 
night During the summer months the streets 
surrounding London’s famous paries are trans- 
formed into “Little Arabia”, anchored to the 
east by the Edgware Road — commonly 
known as “Jeddah High Street”. 

Groups of women covered head to roe in 
black, men in smart business suits clutching 
worry beads, and young teenagers sporting 
loud Versace shirts and high-waisted black 
trousers stroll along Edgware Road. 

Just off London’s busy shopping area of 
Oxford Street, Edgware Road is a main thor- 
oughfare north of Hyde Park where Gulf 
tourists can peruse hometown newspapers and 
magazines while sharing a shisha water pipe 
known as hubble-bubble. 

Most of the shops along Edgware Road 
would not be out of place in the middle of 
Riyadh or Doha. They offer anything from 
Saudi dates to videos of classic Egyptian films. 

One busy perfumery, open until midnight 
every day, is doing brisk business selling 
watches featuring verses from the Koran, a 
potent ladies cologne called “Samira" import- 
ed from a “Swiss-Arab company” and “Fat- 
Magnet” pills. 

A hair stylist, taking a break, after a hectic 
day, said business booms when the Arabs 
come to town. 

“We get Kuwaiti teenagers coming practical- 
ly every night to get their hair washed and 
dried at 20 pounds a time,” she said 

Chauffeured rolls to feed the ducks the- 



entrance to Hyde Park is transformed into a 
luxury car park stuffed with gold-plated Rolls 
Royces and bright red Ferrari Testarossas bear- 
ing licence plates from Dubai and Qatar. 

Drivers and security guards wait for a call 
from their employers when they have had 
enough duck-feeding and roller-blading. 

Sitting in circles facing the duck-filled pond 
or parading in front of each other on the foot- 
paths, families spend hours in this park. 

Wily entrepreneurs offering to read palms or 
take snapshots of the tourists holding a large 
snake pounce on them as do beggars hoping to 
take advantage of their generosity. 

To escape the scrutiny of their parents, 
young teenagers often use mobile phones to 
flirt with each other even though they are often 
just a few feet apart 

Anxious to discuss issues confronting their 
homelands, most of the male Arab visitors 
spend some time ar “Speaker s Comer” where 
Algerian Islamists often hold centre stage. 

“But what you are saying is actually anti- 
Islam.” shouted one Kuwaiti in the crowd. 

Nearby, a man clutching a Kuwaiti passport 
wanted to discuss his expulsion from that 
country. 

A home away from home other tourists tack- 
le London with a detailed sightseeing sched- 
ule, careful not to miss Buckingham Mace or 
the British Museum. This is not a problem for 
the Arabs since London has become a second 
home to many of them. 

In fact most prefer to stay in apartments and 
houses rather than hotels where bills can be 
exorbitant for large families. 

There are even estate agents specialisng in 
finding them short-let flats. 

This year’s big drop in oil prices, the main 
revenue earner in the Gulf, has resulted in 
some belt-tightening. 

*1 have eight children, a large family, so a 
hotel is out of the question. We rent the same 
apartment every year, plus we can cook the 
foods we like,” said Abdullilah, a Qatari in his 
forties. 

There are plenty of grocery stores selling sta- 
ples like burghoul or cracked wheat to make 
the typical tabouleh salad, but it just as easy to 
find a good Lebanese restaurant, some featur- 
ing belly dancers. 

Like many Americans who search out ham- 
burgers in Paris, the Arabs prefer home cook- 
ing and shun traditional British fere. 

Paul Sfeir, manager of the popular Maroush 
restaurant on Edgware Road, said some of his 
regular Arab customers come every year, at the 
same time every night and order the same 
food. 

“Our customers know the menu and we 
know them. After a while we serve them their 
food at once after they sit down,” Sfeir said. 

But for a quick bite, there is always the near- 
by “HFC” or Halal Fried Chicken serving the 
deep fried poultry prepared from animals 
slaughtered according to Muslim law. 
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USAID programme completes study on 
market’s need for microfinance services 


By Ghalia Alul 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A $13.4 million 
USAID programme plans to 
start extending microfioance 
services to poor and low- 
income entrepreneurs as pan 
of efforts to improve the per- 
formance of the private and 
public sectors as the King- 
dom integrates into the giob- 
al economy. 

The four-year Access to 
Microfinance and Improved 
Policy Reform (AMIR) pro- 
gramme was launched by the 
United States Agency for 
Internationa] Development 
(USAID) in March to help 
improve Jordan’s business 
atmosphere. 

It is implemented by 
Chemonics International in 
collaboration with USAID, 
the ministries of industry and 
trade and planning as well as 
the customs department. 

Programme Director 
Stephen Wade, said the 
AMIR programme has con- 
cluded a diagnostic analysis 
with seven non-governmen- 
tal organisations (MGOs) in 
Jordan to determine the mar- 


ket’s needs for microfinance 
services. 

He added that the scheme, 
designed to provide techni- 
cal assistance and training 
for NGOs and banks, held 
workshops with major finan- 
cial institutions to explore 
means of extending sustain- 
able microfinance services in 
Jordan based on best prac- 
tices worldwide. 

Wade earlier said that by 
the end of its four-year term. 
AMIR programme hopes to 
give 25,000 loans to micro 
entrepreneurs — 50 per cent 
of which are women and 30 
per cent are borrowers from 
outside Amman. 

Wade said the programme 
employed a long-term advi- 
sor to work on improving the 
performance of the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corporation 
(IPC) to help encourage 
more foreign investments 
necessary for the country's 
economic development. 

“The AMIR programme 
wants to convert the IPC to a 
world class agency,” said 
Wade, who has served as an 
advisor on investment pro- 
motion, export development. 


micro and small businesses, 
commercial lending and pol- 
icy reform in many coun- 
tries. including Sri Lanka 
and Ireland. 

“The most important thing 
is to generate capital, tech- 
nology transfer and more 
opportunities for domestic 
investments,” he added. 

The AMIR programme is 
also working to improve Jor- 
dan's customs system 
through the customs depart- 
ment. It is also extending 
technical assistance to the 
Geneva-based World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) office 
at the Ministry of Industry 
and trade to ensure smooth 
and enhanced accession to 
the WTO. 

Jordan has concluded the 
third round of negotiations 
with the 131-member WTO 
in July after responding to 
demands by the organisa- 
tions members such as abol- 
ishing the supply ministry, 
fixing the ceiling on cus- 
toms, and raising the quality 
of agricultural products to 
international standards. 

Jordan, hoping to accede to 
the WTO next year, is in the 


process of holding bilateral 
negotiations with its main 
trading partners to rally their 
support on some of the pend- 
ing issues such as a fair 
grace period for the imple- 
mentation of Intellectual 
Property Rights iIPRj rules. 

Wade told the Jordan 
Times that a consultant is 
meanwhile working with the 
government and the private 
sector to establish an action 
plan for the implementation 
of IPR legislation. 

“The WTO office and the 
industry and trade ministry 
have been very cooperative 
and open to the idea of a 
joint approach,” he said. 
“We want to provide a very 
professional analysis of the 
current situation so the gov- 
ernment and the private sec- 
tor can fully understand the 
ramifications." 

Wade said the AMIR pro- 
gramme has begun assisting 
several Jordanian business 
associations that represent 
private entrepreneurs in 
order to become strong 
advocates for the implemen- 
tation of policy reforms. 

In May, the programme 


conducted a survey that 
determined weaknesses and 
strengths of business associ- 
ations in Jordan. Currently, it 
is assisting three of them in 
preparing strategic plans. 

While all associations 
complained of lack of ade- 
quate information to be 
shared by members, the pro- 
gramme decided to link the 
associations' data bases via 
the Internet, he said. 

“We will provide technical 
assistance and training to 
associations to link their data 
bases so each one of them 
would know what is in the 
other’s library," he added. 

“The speed with which 
Jordan reaches its economic 
goals will be determined by 
the state of mind of individu- 
al at every level." Wade 
said at the programme's 
launch in March. 

He said that Jordan, with a 
small market, has a greater 
potential to achieve rapid 
growth. 

“Jordan has a potential of 
changing rapidly and attract- 
ing direct foreign invest- 
ments more than the gigantic 
markets," Wade added. 


Saudi Arabia to 
boost ties with Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — Saudi 
.Arabia is encouraging its busi- 
nessmen to invest more in 
Syrian development projects 
as part of efforts to boost the 
kingdom's economic and 
commercial ties with Damas- 
cus. Saudi Commerce Minis- 
ter Osama Ben Jaarafr Ben 
Ibrahim At Faqih said Satur- 
day. 

He told Reuters in an inter- 
view that he expected that 
several commercial and eco- 
nomic deals would be signed 
on the sidelines of Damascus' 
45th international trade fair 
which opened in the Syrian 
capital Friday. 

”1 do not have dentils so far 
but I think these deals by pri- 
vate Saudi businessmen 
would be worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars." Faqih 
said. 

Over 50 countries are taking 
part at the Damascus fair in 
which hundreds of load and 
multinational companies 
ranging from construction 
firms to oil and gas corpora- 
tions and services are taking 
pan. 

"Saudi Arabia has been tak- 
ing part at the annual Damas- 
cus fair without interruption 
since it stoned 45 years ago. 
We are very proud about this 
fact." Faqih said. 

The Saudi minister said that 


investment by Saudi business- 
men in Syria had increased 
dramatically during the last 
few years due to the introduc- 
tion of a new investment law 
in Syria in 1991 that gave big 
incentives to investors. 

“I do not have an exact fig- 
ure about the volume of this 
investment but the Saudi 
money invested here is huge. 
It covers several sectors 
including construction, 
tourism, industry and other 
fields,” Faqih said. 

He said the volume of trade 
between Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia stood at S470 million per 
year “but here I am talking 
only about commodities 
which we can trace. We do not 
have exact figures on the vol- 
ume of other sectors which is 
much bigger...” 

The Saudi minister said that 
his country's economic ties 
with Syria had been organised 
in 1972 when both signed an 
economic and commercial 
deal according to which cus- 
toms duties on local products 
were abolished completely. 

“Saudi Arabia and Syria 
were keen when they signed 
the deal to include articles in it 
that would help both countries 
move smoothly towards the 
achievement of economic 
integration." he said. 

Syrian Economy and For- 


eign Trade Minister 
Mohammed Imadi. speaking 
to Reuters also about Syrian- 
Saudi economic cooperation, 
said that both countries were 
working closely to improve 
their economic and commer- 
cial cooperation. 

"Our deter minati on to 
improve and promote the 
existing economic coopera- 
tion reflects die political will 
of our leadership to boost joint 
ties,” Imadi said. 

“I can say that the joint Syr- 
ian-Saudi commission which 
is holding regular meetings 
has made big achievements 
during the recent years includ- 
ing the creation of a council of 
Syrian-Saudi businessmen 
which is following up the con- 
struction of projects in both 
countries ” Imadi said. 

Imadi said that Saudi Arabia 
has been Syria's biggest Arab 
trade partner for several years 
3nd that cooperation was 
expected to improve in the 
coining years especially when 
several Syrian industrial pro- 
jects were completed. 

“Several • Saudi projects 
have benefited from our law 
number 10 for 1991. This law 
gave big incentives to 
investors including the 
exemption of tax up to seven 
years and a cut of 50 per cent 
for five more vears." he said. 


Government officials, 
private sector leaders 
prepare for EFTA talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — 


Ministig' of Industry and 


Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Halaika 
Saturday chaired a meet- 
ing for senior ministry 
officials and private sec- 
tor leaders during which 
they reviewed the draft 
agreement proposed by 
the' European Free Trade 
Associaoon (EFTA) and 


the Jordanian strate: 
for negotiating 


£ 


;emenL 

le meeting aimed to 
prepare for the first 
round of talks between 
Jordan and EFTA, 
scheduled in Geneva on 
Sept. 22. to discuss 
details for signing an 
agreement. 

Under the agreement, 
EFTA member states 
will cancel all customs 
duties and other fees and 
taxes on Jordanian 
exports to these coun- 
tries, as well as on Jor- 
dan's imports from these 
countries. 

Jordan’s imports from 
the EFTA countries 
amounted to JD63.7 mil- 
lion in 1997, mostly 
from Switzerland, while 
Jordanian exports 
amounted to JD360.000. 

Jordanian imports 


from EFTA countries 
during the first half of 
1998 amounted to 
JD25.5 million while 
exports during the peri- 
od totalled JD0.02 mil- 
lion. 

The agreement will set 
the stage for concluding 
bilateral agreements 
between Jordan and the 
respective EFTA coun- 
tries to import agricul- 
tural products from Jor- 
dan because the provi- 
sions of the agreement 
do not cover neither 
agricultural products, 
nor industrial foodstuffs. 

The agreement also 
allows Jordan to 
increase customs duties 
by up to 25 per cent for a 
maximum period of 
three years to protect 
new and certain indus- 
tries which need restruc- 
turing. 

However, the volume 
of such imports to which 
additional taxes may be 
added, should not 
exceed 15 per cent of the 
total imports from EFTA 
countries. 

EFTA groups Switzer- 
land. Norway. Iceland, 
and Liechtenstein. 
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Philippine edges closer to recession 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
Philippines has revealed 
that its economy had 
shrunk in the quarter to 
June, but remained defiant 
it would buck the Asian 
trend and escape a full- 
blown recession. 

Economic Planning Sec- 
retary Felipe Medalla said 
the gross national product 


(GNP) in the second quar- 
ter — the three months to 
June — contracted 0.7 per 
cent while the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) dropped 
1.2 percent. 

It was the first time in six 
years that the country suf- 
fered an economic contrac- 
tion in that quarter. 

The contraction from 
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April to June was a hum- 
bling experience for the 
Philippines which has pre- 
viously boasted that it 
could evade the brunt of the 
regional currency crisis and 
continue enjoying growth. 

First-half GNP rose 0.6 
per cent, while GDP inched 
up 0.2 per cent, he said in a 
news conference. 
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THE Daily Crossword IE(£ted by Wayne Robert Wifliams 


ACROSS 
1 College cheers 
5 Secretarial 

talent in brief 

10 Jason's ship 

14 MelvnUe's 
'Typee' sequel 

15 Poison 

1 6 Stroll 

17 Khayyam 

IS Chestnut-and- 

whife horses 

1 9 Last of a leen? 

20 Two dances 

23 Hoegle 

24 Qimtnate 

25 Individual 
28 Relaxed 

(oneself) 

32 Used to be 
35 Alabama town 

37 Highest point 

38 Helpful Up 

39 Two dances 

42 Well -practiced 
skills 

43 RBI or ERA 

44 Golfs Cup 

45 Regret 

46 Educational 
environment 

48 Crafty 

49 Nabokov novel 

50 Feed 

52 Three dances 

61 Truant from 
USAF 

62 Of birds 

63 Opposed to: 
pref. 

64 Actress Turner 

65 'Divine 
Comedy* poet 

66 Single thing 

67 Caustic 
substances 

68 Senior 

69 Iditarod 
terminus 
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DOWN 

1 Skyline 
component 

2 Bullets, briefly 

3 Prank on the 
press 

4 Categorizes 

5 Hashing light 

6 Horn honk 

7 Pop quiz 


8 Pinta's sister 

9 In a movie 

10 Symbol of 
achievement 

11 Current fashion 

12 Valley 

13 Gumbo 

ingredient 

21 Part of RFD 

22 Help 

25 Starlet's dream 

26 Former Indian 
leader 

27 Bring Joy 

29 Fettucdneor 
linguine 

30 Sequence of 
eight 

31 Struck 

32 Gale forces 

33 Heavenly 

harpist 

34 Tale 

36 Miniver* 

38 Horea staple 

40 Lark 

41 Bone to Fkfo. 
e.g. 

46 Carpentry 
tool 
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56 "The Swedish 


47 More hateful 
49 Book of maps 

51 Clemens' pen 

name 57 Singer Smith 

52 Fenway's 58 Toward me 

’Green cantor 

Monster,* e.g. 59 Watch 

53 Not home winder 

54 Solitary 60 Duration 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Giasbergen 



Even when dad was stressed out frorr 
time to tell me stories. 
My favorite was ‘ Goldilocks And 
The Three Jerks from Shipping'." 


Unscramble these four Jumble*, 
one tenor to eacn square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 
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Beat 


Iraqi 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

i investments in Jordan reach JD30.3m 


** ACCORDING TO official statistics from the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Supply. Iraqi 
investments in Jordan have reached JD38.55 
million until the end of June 1998. Of this 
amount, invested in 657 companies, JD30.29 
million flowed to the Kingdom after the Gulf 
War. Spread over 536 companies, the amount 
represents 78.4 per cent of the total Iraqi invest- 
ments in the country. 

The statistics show that investments totalling 


JD6.93 million and accounting for 18 per cent 
of the total Iraqi investments flowed to the 
Kingdom between 1980 and 1990 during and 
after the war between Iraq and Iran. Observes 
say that most of the investments are concentrat- 
ed in the fields of land transport, pharmaceuti- 
cals. foodstuffs and vegetable oils. The 
observers expect the volume of individual pri- 
vate investments and the joint Iraqi-Jonianian 
ventures to increase ( Ai Arab Al Vatvra ». 


Euro will not be affecting Jordan much 
in the short-term, analysts say 


** ECONOMIC ANALYSTS do not see the 
euro, the new European currency that will be put 
in use from the beginning of next year, affecting 
Jordan much in the shat term. On the contrary, 
they say the euro could increase the trade 
exchange between the Kingdom and the 
European Union. As the European Union is the 
second largest trade partner for Jordan, it is 
undoubtedly that, in the long-term, the euro will 
replace the U.S. dollar. 

Maher Waked, member of the Jordan 
Securities Commission, confirms that the euro 
will not have any negative effect on the 


Jordanian currency or the reserves is the fore- 
seeable future. He explains that the euro is now 
more of an accounting tool adopted by the mem- 
bers of the European Union and fixed in value 
according to many economic elements and fac- 
tors in each member country. ‘The 'euro will 
have a rate against the dollar and other curren- 
cies just like any currency whether having a 
fixed or floating rate," he said. Waked pointed 
out that the euro could be pan of the reserves of 
the Kingdom or any other country as long as it is 
convertible and used to settle payments just like 
any other currency (Af Dustour)' 


Kiiani sees time, prices right for buyers 
to purchase apartments, real estate 


** -ix IS not reasonable that 70 per cent of 
Amman be taken by high-income households 
leaving 30 per cent of the city to low-income 
people" said Mohammad Khair Kiiani, presi- 
dent of the “society of investors in the housing 
sector." He underlined the importance of har- 
monisation between the requirements of the 
market and the environmental condition. 

Noting that the investment in the housing 
sector is down by 20 to 30 per cent, he attrib- 
uted the decline to the general economic cli- 
mate gripped with recession. Kiiani said land 
prices have not increased but prices of apart- 


ments have dropped in general due to lower 
building costs. He explained that prices of 
basic material went down and that labour 
costs declined by five per cent. “But. more 
importantly, most of the drop is due to the 
lower profit of the investor." Kiiani said. 

He indicated that there are 3.000 apartments 
on offer for sale and highlighted the advan- 
tage to the buyers who have the edge in the 
present circumstances. “The buyer should 
now seize the opportunity lo purchase." he 
stressed. (Al Dustour). 
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Search 21 to April 19) You’re racing around 
w'f&ISrdly a moment to relax. Don’t worry. It’s a good 
You may even have a chance to travel, but 
you do. There will be a lot of skittery activ- 
iQL^^^ere. People are in a hurry and not necessarily 
* where they’re going; watch for them. 

j: (April 20 to May 20) How long has it been 
ytrtrboaghtyoiir special people little presents for 
isoiri? Gift giving coqld shine a light through the 
ision and get people back in touch with the impor- 
wof thinps. Otherwise/ you’re liable to be inundated 
’with trivia, which is simply exhausting. 

GEMINI: (May .21 to June 21) it’s an excellent time to 
have. people over, which could save you a lot of trouble. 
Traffic will be congested ahd-people will be driving 
erratically. Chances are high they won’t be paying 
attention to what they’re doing. Stay home and have 
them come to you. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Money's coming in. 
The- bad: news is dial there's work involved; die good 
news is that it’s relatively easy. You could simply be 
Selling or providing something someone else needs. In 
ftk^ it looks like it’s important to the other person that 
ie or she’ pay s you: By all means, accept it. 

LEO': .(ialy 22 to August 21) Love is the dominam 
theme and you’re rinding lots of ways to express it. You 
aqd your sweetheart. have ^ some important things to.dis- 
cuss - and -you might want to- find a private setting in 
which to. do that. For one thing, it’ll make it possible to 
be ; more -intimate, which is always nice. 

YIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) It’s another 
great-day for entertaining. Don’t be upset if your place 
ge& messed up,- and don’t feel like you have to clean 
eypryf hipg .'hy yourself, either. If they make a mess, 
ttey'can-hel-p clean.- Make it part of a group activity and 
nobody wiilmind. '■ . 

LffiRA,: _(September 23 to . October 22) You’re one of 
fhe 'widest members of your group and. that'll be obvi- 
ous today. Otters will come, to you for advice. You re 
learning -a little Taster and that’s where you have the 
advantage. Bring-theniup tospeed on the latest theories 
and .you’ll gain their admiration as well as providing 
gopdadvice, ' ... 

SOORPTQ: (October 33 to November 21) Be careful 
‘with.'money today. You iriay tend to spend it on silly 
thhfg^: 3 You r d be .better off giving it tq a friend in need. 
Dop^embairass- this person by malting it a gift, instead, 
hue/ifeor her to do something you need done. 
Creatifig jobs is: much better phao -dispensing charity. 
Itii^re eir^wering: : - 

SAGITTARIUS: ; (November-22 to December 21) You 
can make; y mn - 1 i fp -mmTout the way you want it to, but 
tj£tt tEp 9 p' doing the . thing you find most terrifying. It 
protaftly h& to:;do with being places exactly on time 
with ^:^cu^. lfyou can stick, to a schedule even on 
a Su^Jayypu 1 U notice thaLeverythlng else in your life 
wjfl worfc better. . - 

CAJPRICOI^^I^anbw 22 to January 20) Just as 
you^gd going 'smootHly - in one direction, you hit a 
detrim ^ariri batetc^gb another way. That’ll be a theme 
all. weekend,- so don’t 'get in a stew. If you hang on to 
yoiir sense of’bumour/the .whole, thing will look tunny. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Relax with 
friends. That as order. It might be a little difficult, 
though. There are. still thing s to do and they cost more 
than you have: .Work ^ out a deal with your partner and 
you can figure oiri how to split costs later. Don t worry, 
you have more fnn'tiiings to do and those should take 
priority.- - - -;i’ ; ■ ’ : r 

HSCES:-(Fcbtuary 20 to March 20) You’re m for a bit 
of .diaiipti6n ‘today. You want' to do one thing and 
somebody eise wants you to do another. Looks like you 
wanrtolgo jyitfi an ogganised partner’s agenda. A disor- 
"gamsfti person wants you* attention too, however. Best 
to rotloQbw thff suggestion. Yofl don’t need more con- 
fusfqathmryon already have. 

Peridot — Golden Quartz 




Iran produces 

145.000 cars 
over past six 
months 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s pro- 
duction of automobiles reached 
more than 145,000 cars and 

1 .000 heavy trucks over the last 
six months, the deputy minister 
for metals industries has said. 

- The official state news 
.agency IRNA quoted Seyed 
Abrishami also saying produc- 
tion is on track to reach 

290.000 cars and 3.000 trucks 
and buses by the end of the cur- 
rent Iranian year of 1378. 
which ends March 1999. 

Some 6.000 mini-buses are 
due to be built in the same peri- 
od, he said. He said that exports 
of Iranian-made automobiles, 
notably to .Africa. Russia and 
Yemen, would not produce 
planned receipts of S110 mil- 
lion due to “certain problems” 
which he did not specify. 

Iran’s biggest auto-maker is 
Iran Khodro. whose principal 
partner is France’s Peugeot’ and 
which controls 65 per cent of 
Iran’s market. Other auto-mak- 
ers are Saipa, formerly in part- 
nership with France’s Renault; 
Pars Khodro. which produces 
all-terrain vehicles with Japan's 
Nissan; and Iran Khavar which 
makes Mercedes-brand utility 
vehicles. 


Insurance companies slightly raise .profits in mid-year results 

Bv Tareo Awoub JD342.443 in the current is the sovemment's in ten- companies, only 1 1 firms analyst said. “Those wht 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — According to 
semi-annual figures pub- 
lished recently, insurance 
companies have recorded 
slight increases in their 
profits in the first six 
months of the current year 
compared lo the same peri- 
od of the 1997. 

Arab Life and Accident 
Insurance (ALAI), ranked 
first among the 23 compa- 
nies in tins sector with a 
profit amounting to 
JD4 10,404 this year com- 
pared to JD4G5.384 in the 
same period of the past 
year. 

The ALAI’s balance sheet 
showed that the firm’s 
assets also increased by 
JD600.000 to JD12 million 
in 1998 from JD11.4 mil- 
lion in the previous year. 

The Jordan French 
Insurance Company (JFIC) 
ranked second in the list 
with revenues amounting to 


JD342,443 in the current 
year compared to 
JD334.781 in the first half 
of the past year. Assets 
totalled JD6.5 million at the 
end of June 1998. 

The figures also indicated 
that the Arab Jordanian 
Insurance Group (AJ1G) 
ranked third with a profit of 
JD303.031 in the first half 
of this year, while the 
firm’s assets totalled JD6.4 
million in 1998. 

An analyst at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
said the bulk of the rev- 
enues of these firms came 
from “commissions” they 
collected as being agents 
for international insurance 
companies. 

He indicated that the low 
share trading of the insur- 
ance companies at the stock 
market was due to the 
“domination of some fami- 
lies who control most of 
shares.” 

Among the challenges 
that these firms are facing 


is the government's inten- 
tion to have each of them 
increase the capital above 
JD2 million. 

Out of the 23 insurance 


companies, only 11 firms 
have their capital over JD2 
million. 

"I believe that the govern- 
ment plan is good,” the 


analyst said. “Those who 
are not able to increase 
their capital will resort to 
merge with smaller ones.” 


Syria rules out 
privatisation, 
backs private 
sector 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
Friday ruled out any intention 
lo privatise its public sector at 
present, but strongly affirmed 
its commitment to support the 
private sector. 

Economy and Foreign Trade 
Minister Mohammed Imadi, 
speaking at the opening cere- 
mony of the 45th International 
Trade Fair in Damascus, said 
the government would contin- 
ue its measures to reform the 
public sector to make it more 
productive. 

“Our economic policy con- 
centrates on supporting and 
developing the public sector, 
liberating it of whatever 
impedes its movement and 
adjustment to market require- 
ments." Imadi said. 

“Simultaneously, the policy 
focuses on supporting the pri- 
vate sector, expanding the 
scope of its activity and giving 
it the necessary incentives to 
continue and to develop." he 
added. 

Imadi said the government’s 
policy was to develop produc- 
tion in all fields and improve 
quality and reduce costs. 

“It is also pan of our eco- 
nomic policy to promote and 
diversify investment, and to 
encourage exports with the 
necessary incentives. All 
efforts are concentrated here 
because this is the only means 
to continue production, to 
employ labour and to achieve 
the necessary economic equi- 
librium,” Imadi said. 

Over 50 countries are taking 
part in the trade fair. They 
include Iraq, which is taking 
part for the second year run- 
ning after it restored economic 
ties with Syria in 1997, 18 
years after they were suspend- 
ed. 


Following is a table that includes the profits of the insurance companies in the first 
six months of 1998 and 1997 as well as their assets. 

Company 

Profits in 97 

Profits in 98 

Assets in 97 

Assets in 98 

Middle East Insurance 

422,425 

265302 

JD12.3 m 

JD12 m 

Jordan International Insurance 

13,22 

150323 

JD4.6 m 

JD4.7 m 

Al Saqr Insurance 

346,449 

70,566 

JD2.1 m 

JD2.9 m 

Jordan French Insurance 

334.78 J 

342.443 

- 

JD6..'> m 

The National Ahlia Insurance 

199,179 

13322 

JD5.2 m 

JD5.1 m 

Arab Union International Insurance 
Arab Jordanian Insurance Group 

235.660 

303,031 

l-) 168.640 
JD6.4m 

JD3.7 m 

JD4.1 m 

Arabian Seas Insurance 

24.881 

71,131 

JD5.5 m 

JD5.9 m 

Amman Insurance 

(-J14.192 

T-)4,790 

JD2.7 m 


Arab German Insurance 

110,395 

126302 

JD63m 

JD7.8 m 

The Holy Land Insurance 

231,770 

150,702 

JD4.4 m 

JD4.7 m 

The United Insurance 

76.354 

77.156 

JD6.S m 

JD5.9 m 

Philadelphia Insurance 

79,168 

94,125 

JD3.6 m 

JIM m 

Jerusalem Insurance 
Yarmouk Insurance 

121.517 

179.748 

JD8.2 m 

JD8.3 m 

and Reinsurance 

50392 

10.644 

JD4.3 m 

JD4.S m 

General Arabia Insurance 
Arab Life Insurance and 

91.856 

118,552 

JD635 m 

JD6.51 m 

accident Insurance 

405384 

410.404 

JD 1 1 .4 m 

JD12 m • 
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PlST^a2 

MOffTBS 

-VST 

oamjtrs bane 

P / E 

DX V. 

NO. 

OP 

THAB8. 

no. or 

SHAKES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICK 


s 

355.500 

170.000 

ARAB BABE 

18.8 

-87 

21 

790 

181150 

228.50 

230.00 

1.50+ 


2.100 

1.620 

JOR.KAXlOHAL BE. 

13.5 

4.22 

B 

29897 

49911 

1.66 

1.66 

_ 

+s 

3.230 

1.110 

BABE OF JORDAN 

E 

0.00 

8 

7469 

8197 

1.12 

1.09 

.03- 


1.300 

.870 

KID. EAST XKV.B*. 

65.7 

0.00 

1 

5000 

5000 

1.00 

1.00 


s 

6.510 

2.610 

THE BOOSIBC BE. 

20.0 

3.17 

27 

15695 

49442 

3.17 

3.15 

.02- 

a 

3.450 

1.790 

■TOR. KUWAIT BAKE 

.8 

0.00 

3 

295 

533 

1.82 

1.81 

.01- 


.870 

.580 

J OR -GULF BABE 

9 

0.00 

1 

1150 

679 

.60 

.59 

.01- 

s 

4.000 

1.690 

JOR. ISLAMIC BAMS 

17.8 

0.00 _ 

1 

150 

261 

1.74 

1.74 

- 

a 

3.900 

1.350 

JOR. XRV . FIM . BAKE 

23.2 

3.31 

5 

1298 

1962 

1.54 

1.51 

.03- 


.980 

.760 

SEIT.AL-MAL (BBX3M) 

3.B 

0.00 

1 

500 

J8S 

.78 

.77 

.01- 


.930 

.600 

PHHXDEL.XHV.aK. 

P 

0.00 

83 

195739 

121431 

.60 

.63 

.034 



BASE SECTOR TOTALS . XBDEZz 302.02 XCBOz 

+0.37 

159 

257983 

418950 




8 

4.000 

2.380 

JERD8ALEK IKSOR. 

9.5 

5.71 

1 

50 

70 

1.38 

1.40 

.02+ 


2. 850 

1.740 

JOte FRENCH I KSTIR. 

7.5 

9.26 

2 

350 

942 

2.69 

2.70 

.01+ 


2.200 

2.100 

PHILADELPHIA IKS UR. 

17.3 

0.00 

1 

5000 

10750 

2.15 

2.15 

_ 


2.350 

1.800 

ARAB LIFE XH80R. 

9.3 

8.00 

X 

2000 

3880 

1.94 

1.94 

- 


XHSORAHCE SECTOR 

TOTALS XHDEXl 127 

71 *CBCi 

+0.16 

5 

7400 

15642 




S 

2.240 

1.470 

JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 

9.9 

5.43 

10 

61726 

92621 

1.53 

1.52 

.01- 

* 

1.120 

.220 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

13.9 

0.00 

3 

340 

234 

.72 

.71 

.01- 

S 

1.480 

1.060 

KtD. EAST HOTELS 

P 

■ 0.00 

1 

5000 

5550 

1.11 

1.11 

— 

8 

4.600 

1.880 

ARAB HtTL.IHV.KDUC. 

10.0 

1.99 

4 

5100 

10251 

2.00 

2.01 

.01+ 


1.070 

.890 

ZAJUCA EDUCATION 

20.5 

0.00 

1 

. 200 

178 

.89 

.89 



1.830 

1.070 

UNIFIED CO. 

4.7 

10.28 

7 

5050 • 

5393 

1.07 

1.07 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS XHDEXl 110.04 ZCBC: 

-0.02 

■a 

77416 

114227 





3.900 

1.840 

JOR. CSME8T FACT. 

11.7 

5.58 

ii 

12662 

24941 

1.98 

1.97 

.01- 


6.500 

4.530 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

22.4 

4.40 

i 

25000 

113750 

4.65 

4.55 

.10- 


11.250 

1D.050 

JOR. PETnOC..REnHART 

10.3 

8.39 

12 

1183 

12622 

10.63 

10.60 

.03- 


1.710 

’1.060 

INDUSTRIAL CCHH-AOR. 

69.7 

0.00 

4 

571 

668 

1.19 

1.18 

.01- 

8 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB PHARK. MAHP. 

7.4 

2.78 

37 

34231 

92540 

2.73 

2.70 

.03^ 


2.940 

2.450 

JORDAN DAIRT 

5.9 

10.48 

4 

1817 

4815 

2.65 

2.65 

- 


1.440 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES KAHFCT. 

9.1 

9.09 

1 

900 

990 

1.11 

1.10 

.01- 


8.540 

6.350 

ARAB CHBH. DTREGH. 

7.8 

7.14 

1 

100 

700 

6.92 

7.00 

.08+ 

8 

1.420 

.560 

RAFXA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 

314 

.60 

.63 

.03+ 


6.350 

4.700 

DAK ALDANA DV.IHV. * 

6.9 

6.09 

6 

925 

5323 

5.80 

5.75 

.05- 


.830 

.390 

NATIONAL STEEL ZHD. 

9 

0.00 

6 

55000 

22000 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

♦ 

.620 

.390 

RATIONAL XHD8. 

9 

0.00. 

2 

14900 

5513 

.39 

.37 

.02- 


.590 

.320 

IETESOCCO. PEZSO . CHKK. 

. 9 

0-00 

3 

5350 

1712 

.32 

.32 



1.760 

.760 

UNXV.CSXH.ZEDS. 

8.2 

10.00 

1 

250 

200 

.80 

.80 

- 


.730 

.390 

JOR- SULPBC-CHEM 

7.6 

0.00 

2 

3732 

1493 

.40 

.40 

- 


.700 

.390 

KAHTHER INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1500 

780 

.52 

.50 

.02- 

♦s 

1^300 

.610 

ONIV. MOOS. ZEDS. 

9.4 

10.17 

11 

8000 

4720 

.61 




.940 

.500 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9 

0.00 

4 

1291 

648 





1.600 

1.200 

KAIL. CHLORINE 

8.7 

8.06 

3 

3650 

4496 

1.23 

1.24 

.01+ 


l.OBO 

.620 

JOR. REV CABLE CO. 

8.7 

16.13 

2 

1250 

755 





1.6X0 

1.150 

EL -EAT READY NEAR 

41.5 

0.00 

4 

2070 

2422 

1.18 




■1.310 

.930 

XNZL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

6.21 

2 

1BSO 

1727 

.93 



8 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VES. 

9.6 

0.00 

2 

2411 

2097 

.88 

.87 

.01- 


.890 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

-9.3 

8.43 

1 

50 

42 

.83 




.720 

.580 

BAT.ALOMZNHIM. 

32.7 

0.00 

13 

16089 

10519 

.66 

.66 



.670 

.540 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.8 

0.00 

1 

1000 

540 

..54 

.54 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX I 84.67 zcSSt -1.17 


138 


196282 


316326 


GRAND TOTAL 


XHBBtt 1B2.73 *CHOi -0.01 


328 


539081 


865145 
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1.050 

.800 

.620 

2.220 

.600 

.420 

.580 

.500 

1.750 

.730 

.950 

.680 

1.310 

1.000 


.880 

.500 

.240 

1.050 

.300 

.230 

.300 

.350 

1.050 

.570 

.540 

.430 

.810 

.690 


6 rZM.BHX.75Z 
UHXOH XHV. 

arab pin . invest. 

CENTURY XHV. GROUP 
ARAB WOOD 8 MED. 
HATL. TEXTILE 
NATL.HDLT.ENO .HAKTCO 
ARAB ELECT. ZEDS. 
mriOH TOBACCO 87. 5 Z 
MIX PHARK. 

ADVANCED PHARMA. ZHD. 


HUXRXRAR 

AL— KKBAX. PRXHTlm CO 


16.8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

P 

9 

9 

10.5 

R 

9 

9 

P 

10.7 


ORAHD TOTAL 


♦ * 

E I 
H I 

P I 
« * 


0.00 

2 

3250 

2145 

.91 

.91 


0.00 

6 

26248 

13385 

.51 

.51 

— 

0.00 

10 

32500 

8125 

.26 

.25 

.01- 

0.00 

6 

38400 

49152 

1.28 

1.28 


0.00 

2 

550 

160 

.30 

.29 

.01- 

0.00 

3 

2000 

500 

.25 

.25 


0.00 

3 

lOOO 

300 

.30 

.30 

_ 

0.00 

4 

36000 

• 12600 " 

.35 

.35 

_ 

7.58 

2 

20000 

30500 

1.64 

1.65 

.01+ 

0.00 

5 

29000 

16820 

.58 

• 5B 


0.00 

1 

200 

112 

.55 

.56 


0.00 

1 

9500 

4750 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

0.00 

4 

1200 

960 

.82 

.80 

.02- 

10.82 

3 

2100 

1470 

.70 

.70 



S3 

20195/T 

140980 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. e fPAa£e€>&* t/t<> 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/59206091079-30007 
Web Site is 
.www.abdoun.com.jo 


fpun r4dtke6l *)* S&MMCrt* 



Quality SonricRd Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaEy & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

• e-mail : gymie go -ram. jo 


Studio Haig 


1 bourtsnrtas 
Develop ywcbfcttt 
oinretap.antiget; 

: 30% targtz 
20x90 vm. 


Shmefeanf - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifleh Tel: 822891 



-Perfumes 

Sm Gkses - Leather- Pens 


' Cartier 


VERSACE 


Visit Us At ■ ^ 
www.vlparab.com/vipgm 


jShaban Inti Group -Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
iTd : 5933084 - Fax : 5333085( 


J 


^ FOR 
I RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANflBEL 



TO ADVE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 


5667171 EXT. 223 
OR; 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 
Lodging Rates 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

TeL’: 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 





L’olwier Restaurant 

# ^ 

Abdoun 5929564 




Real Estate 

S WEIF1YEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

m 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 





































io Sports 


Graf downs ailing Davenport 


NEW HAVEN (AFP) — Steffi Graf 
reached her first WTA Tour final since 
May 1997 Friday with a win over top 
seed Lindsay Davenport, who is strug- 
gling with a wrist injury beading into 
the U.S. Open. 

Graf defeated Davenport 6-3, 7-6 
(8/6), and her win over one of the 
hottest players on the tour this summer 
set up a clash with another. 

In the final she'll take on Wimbledon 
champion Jana Novotna, who defeated 
Juiie Halard-Decugis 6-4, 6-4. 

Davenport called for the trainer for 
the first time in her career as she 
trailed 3-2 in the first set. After her 
right wrist was scrapped and her fore- 
arm massaged, Davenport decided to 
continue, but in the second sec she 
considered defaulting the match. 

“When I was down 2-0 1 thought that 
ar 3-0 I would retire," Davenport 
revealed. “When I won that game I 
decided to stay out there and tried not 
to think about it. 

“But I'm concerned about it. I've 
been banting this problem for the last 
couple of weeks and some days are 


good, some days are bad. I hope it 
won't be a problem at the Open." 

Davenport, who had won three con- 
secutive tournaments this month, 
failed to hold serve until her sixth 
attempt 

In the first set, only two games were 
held on serve, to Graf for 2- 1 and 6-3, 
and Davenport failed to even earn a 
game point on her serve until the 
eighth game of the match. 

Graf, who won the Strasbourg title 
on the eve of the 1997 French Open in 
her last appearance in a final, almost 
let her chance of victory slip away. 
She led Davenport 5-2 in the second 
set, but netted a forehand on match 
point 

The American World No. 2 then ral- 
lied to break Graf twice to level at 5-5, 
and then sped to a 5-0 lead in the 
tiebreak before Graf reasserted herself. 

“I was definitely not happy that I let 
it slip away from me the way I did," 
said the fourth seeded German. “I 
played well until 5-2, and then I got 
nervous and tight and didn't really go 
for my shots. 


“Then she started to serve better and 
play better and when the tiebreaker 
came ! couldn't play at all. At 5-0 I 
thought already about going back to 
the changing room and changing my 
shirt for the third set. But suddenly I 
played some great points again." 

Even if the match had gone to a third 
set. Graf was confident she could have 
pulled out a victory. 

“I still felt I would loosen up again in 
the third set and I would be fine," she 
said. “I made her run a lot and felt I 
was usually, more in control of the 
points. I wasn’t too happy the way it 
turned around, but I didn't worry too 
much." 

Graf is looking forward to playing 
her first final in 15 months, especially 
at an event she hadn't originally 
intended playing. But after losing to 
Magui Serna in Montreal, coach Heinz 
Gunthardt told her she had to play. 

“I was thinking of a vacation in 
Florida, but I guess he made the right 
choice. Me too, because I did what he 
said." 


Greene, 
Johnson 
lead calls 


for 


Moscow 
GP final 
switch 


and 


BRUSSELS l AFP) 

Maurice Greene 
Michael Johnson were 
among several major ath- 
letics stars here on Friday 
who aigued the Moscow 
Grand Prix final should be 
switched elsewhere 

because of growing fears 
over athletes' safety. 

But the International 
Amateur Athletic 

Federation, the world gov- 
erning body, insisted it was 
determined to go ahead 
with the event in the 
Russian capital next 
month. 

Greene, the 100 metres 
world champion, spoke out 
after winning his event at 
the Ivo Van Damme 
Memorial IAAF Golden 
League meeting. 

He said: “I'm not going 
to the final in Moscow 
because I am afraid." 

Johnson, the world and 
Olympic 400m champion, 
added here he had not 
intended to go to Russia 
but argued the IAAF 
“should reconsider holding 
it there considering the 
unstable environment ... 
with the situation the way it 
is at present it could be 
dangerous." 

The Grand Prix final, the 
climax of the European 
season, is due to be staged 
on September 5. Russia is 
currently in the grip of a 
political and financial cri- 
sis. Crime in Moscow, 
meanwhile, is reportedly 
on the increase. 

But Sandro Giovanelii, 
IAAF competitions direc- 
tor. said here on Friday the 
organisation was in dose 
contact with the Moscow 
authorities who were 
adamant that they faced no 
major problems with 
putting on the Grand Prix 
finale. 

“We had a meeting 15 
days ago with the mayor of 
Moscow and he swore that 
they would work hard to 
promote the event," 
Giovanelii said. 

“They tell us that they 
have no major problems 
and Have guaranteed the 
securin' of the athletes in 
their hotel. The finals will 
take place there " 


Super sub wins Super Cup 
for Chelsea 


MONACO (AFP) — 

Chelsea's underdogs beat 
Real Madrid 1-0 to lift the 
European Super Cup here 
on Friday night, thanks to 
a late strike from 
Uruguayan super sub 

Gustavo Poyet. 

Chelsea, the European 
Cup Winners* Cup hold- 
ers, made a shaky start 
against the European 
champions, but grew in 
confidence in the second 
half before Poyet deliv- 
ered his knockout blow in 
the 82nd minute. 

The Uruguayan striker, 
who was voted, man-of- 
the-match, rounded off a 
perfect night for the 
Chelsea contingent 
among an 8,000 crowd at 
this millionaires* par- 
adise. 

Real were left to count 
the cost of their missed 
chances, a lack of bite in 
the second half and some 
bad luck which saw them 
hit the woodwork with 
the Blues’ defence beaten. 
In a scrappy opening, 
Chelsea were ragged in 
defence and woefully 
short of ideas moving for- 
ward. while the 
Spaniards* cool assurance 
and superior ball skills 
gave them a clear edge. 

Spanish favourite Raul 
skied an early opportunity 
but only a couple of last- 
minute interceptions by a 
superb Frank Leboeuf 
and a solid Michael 
-Duberry kept the 
European champions out. 

Chelsea's first scoring 
chance came in the 17th 
minute, when Gianfranco 
Zola drilled in a cross 
from the right. Pierluigi 
Casiraghi failed to con- 


nect and the onrushing 
Celestine Babayaro 
somehow managed to 
skew his volley 90 
degrees off-target. 

Leboeuf kept up the 
spoiling tactics at the 
back, but Real came liter- 
ally an inch from scoring 
in the 35th minute when 
defender Fernando Hierro 
drove a superb 25-yard 
free-kick over the 
Chelsea wall. 

The curling shot beat 
goalkeeper Ed De Goey 
but cracked against the 
inside of the left hand 
post and flashed back 
across the undefended 
goal. 

Chelsea's luck held 
again minutes later, when 
Brazil’s Roberto Carlos 
split their defence with a 
throughball for Predrag 
Mijatovic. 

The Yugoslav's clinical 
finishing in Amsterdam 
had decided the European 
Cup final, but in Monaco 
he rounded De Goey and 
then sent his angled shot 
over the crossbar of an 


empty net. 
Leboeuf 


continued his 
star turn in the second 
half by clipping the out- 
side of the Rea! post in 
the 52nd minute with a 
swirling effort from 22 
yards and Casiraghi sent 
goalkeeper Bodo Illgner 
to the ground with his 
effort two minutes later. 

The Spanish giants soon 
rallied and in the 62nd 
minute Raul twisted his 
way past Graeme Le Saux 
before firing in a stinging 
near-post drive. 

Chelsea skipper Dennis 
Wise then missed a glar- 
ing opportunity when he 


headed Zola's powerful 
low cross up and over 
instead of down and in, 
while Hierro nodded a 
Clarence Seedorf comer 
narrowly wide. 

The match was now 
evenly balanced and 
Chelsea* were clearly 
gaining in confidence. 
Poyet deftly teed himself 
up a deflected shot and Le 
Saux sent a daisycutter 
across th$ face of the 
Spanish goal as Gianluca 
Vialli’s men' went looking 
for a late winner. 

And Chelsea, who beat 
Real Madrid in the i97L 
European Cup Winners' 
Cup final, found it just 
eight minutes from the 
whistle. 

Poyet led a counter- 
attack down the middle 
before feeding the ball 
out to Zola. The Sardinian 
tried to jink his way 
through the Real defence 
but eventually settled for 
returning it to the 

unmarked Poyet who 
smacked it first time into 
the right-hand comer of 
the net. 

The strike sealed the 
latest in a series of tro- 
phies for the west London 
club, and should do much 
to settle the nerves of a 
side who have made a dif- 
ficult stan to the 

Premiership season. 


Barcelona 
snap up 


Kluivert 
at last 
minute 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Spanish champions 

Barcelona snapped up 
Dutch star striker Patrick 
Kluivert here on Friday 
agreeing a S 14 million fee 
with Serie A side AC Milan 
— although the Catalan 
giants only agreed the deal 
with AC Milan directors an 
hour before the transfer 
deadline expired. 

The 22-year-old, who 
scored twice in the World 
Cup after serving a two 
match suspension for floor- 
ing Belgium's Lorenzo 
Staeleos in the opening 
group match, signed a four 
year contract with 
Barcelona, making him the 
sixth Dutch player to join 
his former Ajax coach 
Louis van Goal at the club. 

The Dutchman, who 
sprang to prominence 
when he scored Ajax’s win- 
ner in the 1995 European 
Cup win over Juventus, 
had an earlier move to 
English ‘Double’ winners 
Arsenal ruled out by AC 
Milan who refused to 
accept their $10.5 million 
offer. 

The Dutch star, who 
would have joined compa- 
triots Dennis Bergkamp 
and Marc Overmare at 
Arsenal, has been through 
a traumatic time since he 
scored the winner in Ajax's 
1 -0 European Cup win over 
AC Milan in 1995. 

Written off after a near- 
disastrous season with AC 
Milan. Kluivert had been 
struggling to cope with his 
form and a protracted rape 
case brought against him in 
Amsterdam in June last 
year. 

However, the case was 
thrown out in February for 
tack of evidence and a fort- 
night ago the Dutchman 
received some $20,000 in 
compensation. 

In September 1995, 
Kluivert's car crashed into 
another vehicle, causing 
the death of one of 
Holland’s top theatre direc- 
tors. 

He was later convicted of 
the accidental killing and 
sentenced to 240 hours of 
community service, with a 
three-month suspended jail 
sentence. 

After a quiet final year at 
Ajax, Kluivert joined AC 
Milan last summer but 
failed to adapt. Before the 
Amsterdam court's verdict 
over the rape case on 
February 6. he had only 
notched four goals in six 
months. 

But in the first month 
after being cleared, he 
scored five times for Milan 
and twice for Holland. 


Klos saves Dortmund’s Cup blushes 


COLOGNE (AFP) — 1997 European 
Cup champions Borussia Dortmund 
relied on former wamaway ‘keeper 
Stefan Klos as they scraped through the 
fust round of the German Cup on 
Friday when they were taken to penal- 
ties by the amateur side Saarbruecken. 

With the score at 1-1 after extra time 
in front of 30,000 fans. Klos. who had 
lost an appeal court decision allowing 
him to leave Dortmund in the summer, 
saved the visitors, who were down to 
10 men, from a similar debacle to last 
year when they were knocked out by 
Eintracht Trier, another amateur dub. 

Dortmund, who could only finish 
10th in the Bundesliga last season, had 
looked on course for an easy win when 
Christian Neriinger put them ahead 
after 21 minutes, only for the amateurs 
to equalise 20 minutes later through 
Choji. 


The initiative looked to have swung 
back to Saarbrucken when Heiko 
Herrlich was sent off with a quarter of 
an hour of normal time to go but then 
with a famous scalp inb the offing the 
amateurs missed three of their penal- 
ties. and Dortmund only one. 

Karlsruhe, who sacked coach Joig 
Berger midweek after four losses from 
their opening five second division 
matches, reached their lowest ebb on 
Friday with a 4-3 defeat to Bundesliga 
side Wolfsburg, after they hod led 3-1 
thanks to a hat-trick by Rainer Krieg 
with 37 minutes to go. 

Karlsruhe, who were relegated from 
the Bundesliga after finishing third 
from bottom last season, suffered the 
ultimate heartbreak as Wolfsburg com- 
pleted a thrilling comeback with an 
89th minute free kick by Charles 
Akonnor. 


“When you make mistakes like that, 
it's more like a schoolboy team. It's got 
nothing to do with professional foot- 
ball." temporary coach Rainer Ulrich 
spat. 

Afterwards demoralised Karlsruhe 
fans, who have tolerated relegation, a 
shocking start to second division and 
now an early Cup exit, chanted for the 
removal of president Roland Schmider. 

The only surprise came from Spfr. 
Eisbaehtal, a team of unknown ama- 
teurs who eliminated second division 
side Guetersloh 1-0 with an extra time 
goai. 

Bayer a Leverkusen had no troubles 
with St. Pauli Hamburg's amateurs, 
winning 5-0. Fellow Bundesliga dub 
Duisburg beat Hansa Rostock's ama- 
teurs 3-0. The remaining first round 
Geiman Cup matches will be played at 
the weekend. 
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United States' Bryan Bronson raises his arras in victory after winning the men s 
metres hurdles at the Brussels Golden League athletics meeting. Bronson won withj|‘- 
time of 48.25 seconds (Reuters photo) , 


Cold Gebrselassie just misses 
out as Jones shows who’s boss 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Ethiopian legend Haile 
Gebrselassie ran the second 
fastest time ever in the 3,000 
metres here on Friday at the 
Ivo Van Damme Memorial 
IAAF Golden League meet- 
ing — then put down his nar- 
row miss on the world record 
on the cold weather. 

Off the track, meanwhile, 
fears appeared to be growing 
among top athletes over their 
security at the Moscow 
Grand Prix Final next month 
as Russia faces a worsening 
political and financial crisis. 

The 25-year-old 

Gebrselassie, the 5,000 and 
10,000 metres world record 
holder, put up the perfor- 
mance of the night despite 
his pacemakers setting too 
fast a pace. 

The tiny Ethiopian, who 
later watched as 20-year-old 
compatriot Assefa Mezgebu 
inflicted the second succes- 
sive defeat on Daniel Komen 
in the 5,000 metres, romped 
home seven seconds ahead 
of Kenya's Luke Kipkosgei 
ih 7'iiiinuteK 25.09*secorrd!>\ 1 

Thut was five seconds out- 
side of Komen's world 
record set in Rieti, Italy, two 
years ago. “I'd liked to have 
got closer to the record but it 
was too cold,” Gebrselassie 
said. 

America's world 100 
metres champion Marion 
Jones, meanwhile, put any 


doubts about her current 
dominance aside and stayed 
oq course, along with 
Gebrselassie, for a million 
dollar bonus as she stopped 
Europe’s newly-crowned 
champion Christine Arron in 
her tracks. 

Jones won the 100 metres 
10.80 seconds to beat 


in 


into 

with 

the 


real 


Frenchwoman Arron 
second ( 10.95) 
Sevatheda Fynes of 
Bahamas third ( 1 1.09). 

Arron had looked a 
threat to Jones when she won 
the European 100m title ear- 
lier this month in Budapest in 
a personal best 10.73 sec- 
onds. malting her the third 
best performer of all time. 

But Jones, despite a poor 
start, swept past Arron with 
30 metres to go and won 
without being pressed in 
front of 47,000 fans. 

The two other athletes still 
in with a chance of sharing 
the $1 million bonus for win- 
ning all six Golden League 
races plus the. Grand Prix 
Final stayed in the hunt 

American Bry&v Bronson' 
won his 400 metros hurdles 
race while Moroccan world 
record holder Hicham El- 
Guerrouj took the 1500m. 

Jones’ compatriot and fel- 
low world champion 
Maurice Greene won the 100 
metres winning in 9.94 sec- 
onds ahead of stable mates 
Jon Drummond, who later 


won (he 200 metres, and Ato 
Boldon in third. 

However, the American 
star was more concerned 
about the Grand Prix Final 
on September 5. 

“I’m not going to Moscow 
because I’m afraid," he said. 

Britain's triple jump world 
record holder Jonathan 
Edwards had other problems, 
as a left ankle injury looked 
certain to force him out of 
the Grand Prix final, next 
month's Commonwealth 
Games and the rest of the 
season. 

"I've got to get this sorted 
out now rather than later," 
said the 32-year-old newly 
crowned European champi- 
on after revealing he was 
being advised to undergo 
surgery. 

The two Johnsons, Allen 
and Michael, both won. 

The former came from half 
a metre down with 50 to go 
to beat European champion 
and world record holder 
Colin Jackson over. 11 Ora 
hurdles. 

The latter, meanwhile, 
eased home in the 400 
metres, but also raised con- 
cerns about going to 
Moscow. He said the IAAF 
“should reconsider holding it 
there considering the unsta- 
ble environment' and said 
the venue could be “danger- 
ous.” 
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PHILADELPHIA 1 


TV 


CINEMA 


TEUJ6UI4* 


. PHILADELPHIA '2' ). 
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Robert Duvall & 
Tea LeotiL.in 


CINEMA TEL:SfiW238 "V S' CINEMA TEL:567742U X 

PLAZA W rnMrmon Y 


CINEMA 


TEL: M.U79J 


DEEP IMPACT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30,10:30 






Leonardo Di Caprio .. in 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


THE MAN IN 
THE IRON MASK 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 12:30/ 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Additional shows Thursday and 


.A 




Friday evenings at 12:30 
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Robert Duvall & 

Tea LeonL.in 

DEEP IMPACT 
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ABDOUN 
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FfehamTfinesTheBfee 
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ABDOUN 

wwzu.cn$,com.joJGaUcria 




CITY OF ANGELS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30 


WATCH OUT FOR 
THE NEW PLAY 
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Patrick Rafter 


Rafter, Rusedski in semis 


COMMACK (AFP) 
Australian Pat Rafter and 
Briton Greg Rusedski set up 
a rematch oftheir 1997 U.S. 
Open final hens Friday with 
quarter-final wins in the 
$315,000 Hamlet Cup. 

Rusedski posted an easy 
6-2, 6-3 victory over Czech 
Daniel fecek in one hour. 

Rafter, the second seed 
here who defeated Rusedski 
in last year’s U.S. Open 
final, needed only 55 min- 
utes to dispose of France's 
Nicolas Escude 6-3, 6-2. 

Rafter also beat Rusedski 
at last year’s season-ending 
ATP Tour World 


Championship in Hannover. 

The fourth-seeded 

Rusedski moved into his 
fourth semi-final of the 
year. The left-handed 
Englishman showed little 
rust against Vacek after 
being sidelined with a 
sprained ankle for seven 
weeks. He never lost his 
serve, and broke Vacek 
three times. 

“I was pleased with the 
way T played,” Rusedski 
sakL*Tt was really gusty and 
blowing around the court I 
handled the conditions well. 
I’m hitting my volley well 
and my serve is getting bet- 


ter. Hopefully, I can contin- 
ue to progress and continue 
to improve heading into the 
Open. 

In other quarter-final play, 
eighth seed Felix Mantilla 
of Spain got past 1997 
French Ope-h " champion' 
Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil 
6-4. 2-6. 6-4, and will play 
Russian teenager Marat 
Safin in the semi-finals. 

Safin, 18, dispatched 
lucky loser David Prmosil 
of Germany 6-1, 7-6 (7/1 ). 


Jordan wins 

gold, 

bronze 

medals 

at Stoke 

Mandeville 

Games 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 
The Kingdom’s 
Khitam Abu Awad 
and Fatima Azzam 
Friday won a gold 
medal in the team’s 
table tennis competi- 
tion at the Stoke 
Mandeville Games 
for the handicapped 
currently underway 
in England. 

The duo won 
against players from 
England. Chinese 
Taipei and Ireland. 

Also Jordan’s 
Mohammad A1 
Ash’ al and Nidal 
Abu Dalbouh won a 
bronze in the same 
competition against 
players from HoDg 
Kong. England, 
Chinese Taipei, 
Holland. Australia, 
Kuwait, Israel and 
Korea. 

Twenty-eight co- 
untries are taking 
part in the games. 

Jordan's Maha 
Barghouti last week 
won a gold medal 
when she broke the 
world record in the 
10Cr-metfd : ' Wheel'd 
chair race" at .the' 
World Handicapped 
Athletics Champ- 
ionships in 

Birmingham, in 
which 62 countries 
competed. 


ATP Tour says androstenedione already banned 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
ATP Tour Friday denied a 
New York Times report that it 
recently forbade the use of the 
nutritional supplement 
androstenedione, saying it 
had been on its list of banned 
substances for some time. 

A spokesman for the men's 
tennis tour said the over-the- 
counter supplement that has 
gained national attention 
through its use by baseball 
home run hero Mark 
McGwire, was banned by the 
ATP under the heading of 
“related substances” because 
it can 'result in the increase in 
the ratio of testosterone. 

Androstenedione, which is 
metabolized by the body into 
testosterone, is believed to 
build strength and speed 
recovery from injury. 

The remarks contradicted 
the -report in Friday’s New 
York Times in which Bill 
Norris, medical trainer for the 


ATP, said players will offi- 
cially be notified of die ban 
Monday, the first day of the 
U.S. Open. 

“Contrary to published 
reports, tbe ATP Tour did not 
ban the substance effective 
today, and that was because it 
was already covered under 
our anti-doping program." the 
tour said in a prepared state- 
ment. “The inference that 
players who took the sub- 
stance before that date were 
not subject to the anti-doping 
regulations is also incorrect.” 

ATP Tour vice president of 
communications Graeme 
Agars said androstenedione 
was on the list of banned sub- 
stances “for some time” and 
well before McGwire's use of 
it was publicised last week. 

The substance already is 
banned by the International 
Tennis Federation, which 
governs Grand Slam events, 
in accordance with die ban by 


the International Olympic 
Committee. 

“The ATP Tour's Ami- 
Doping programme is part of 
a unified tennis anti-doping 
programme that also includes 
the ITF and WTA and is 
independently administered 
by Managed Athletic Testing 
Services in Florida,” the state- 
ment said. 

The Times report claimed 
the ATP planned to ban the 
substance following the rec- 
ommendation of Managed 
Athletic Testing Service, the 
tour's medical consultant, 
which cited potential side 
effects such as “brittleness” 
of joint ligaments. Norris told 
the newspaper he had been 
besieged with questions from 
players about the substance. 

Britain's Greg Rusedski, 
the runner-up to Rat Rafter at 
last year's U.S. Open and 
known for his powerful 
serves, said he has not used 


androstenedione and does not 
plan to try iL 

“They don't know the side 
effects,” Rusedski said. “It 
hasn’t been tested by the 
(Food and Drug 
Administration). It's probably 
absolutely fine, but I'm not 
going to throw anything in 
my body without knowing the 
side effects. 

‘1 don’t know what other 
players do,” Rusedski contin- 
ued. “I haven’t had the temp- 
tation. I don't think a tennis 
player needs to ger muscular. 
He needs to be dynamic and 
quick. If they took it, it would 
be for endurance and quick- 
ness.” 

Androstenedione has not 
been deemed illegal by Major 
League Baseball or the 
National Basketball 

Association, but it is banned 
in the National Football 
League and in U.S. university 
sports. 


Dalglish vows legal 
action against Newcastle 

NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Kenny Dalglish denied Friday that 
he quit willingly as coach of English Premiership giants 
Newcastle United, cl aimin g he had been sacked and vowing to 
take the club to court. 

Newcastle earlier claimed that Dalglish had offered to quit 
on August 18 but stayed on at the club until they found a suc- 
cessor. 

But the Scot, who has resigned from managerial posts at 
Liverpool and Blackburn in the past, was adamant he had been 
dismissed by Newcastle after just two matches of the new sea- 
son. 

In a statement he said: “Newcastle United pic's press release 
is seriously inaccurate. Their statement says that the club 
’reluctantly agreed to release Mr Dalglish from his contract’. 

“Tbe truth is that I did not resign. They terminated my con- 
tract without notice or any prior warning to me. 

“I received first news of Newcastle Llnited’s derision 
through the press. No offer of compensation has been made. I 
have appointed legal advisers and will defend the interests of 
myself and my family vigorously.” 

Fie Scot, who is expected to fight for compensation after 
being replaced by former Chelsea striker Ruud Gullit after 18 
months, added: “I have been advised that I can make no fur- 
ther statement but in the meantime I wish the dub, its players 
M d its supporters every success in the future.” 
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THE CASE OF THE VANISHING TRICK 
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Opening lead: 'Hum of * 

It wma the 6nal af die dub cham- 
pionshi p One af the teams waa cap- 
tained by the famous Belgian datec- 
tive, Berrule Poirot; the other by 
George NeerdoweD, a man who had 
acquired his wealth by dubious 
witwuMi mid ms hig h on the Us& of 

wi—nhor fl Fflirpt jr^TiVpd. 

In both rooms the contract was 
four heartSi with the opening lead 
of a low spade. Neeriowell captured 


East’s king with the ace. crossed to 
the see or diamonds and led the 
queen of hearts. East, CapL Hast- 
ings. correctly played low, and in 
the fullness of time declarer lost 
two trump tricks, a made and a 
dub for down one. When scores 
■were compared, Hastings found 
that Poirot had made the contract. 

"I can't see how you did it," the 
captain exclaimed to Poirot "You 
have lour obvious losers." 

How typical afNesrdDweU to try 
to bring home the game by skull- 
duggery," replied the Great Detec- 
tive. “I mm ami, applied the little 
y cells instead, and found a line 
_ it would make against most even 
'distributions of the iHainnnd suit. 

1, too, won the opening lead with 
the aee but immediately pl«y wl lour 
rounds of diamonds. Consider the 
predicament of my opponents, 
Hastings. If West ruffed with the 
ace, I would discard a spade from 
dummy and the defenders would 
come to only one ruff, one trump 
land the ace of eluba. Therefore, 
jWest had to discard and I got rid of 
the table's spade loser and East 
'raffed low. Bnt now, when I 
regained the lead and led a tramp, 
the ace and king crashed on the 
same trick, and I bad only three 
losers’ 

* Simple, n’est « pae.^ 


Jordanian team arrives in Taiwan 
for 10-team Basketball Tournament 


From Samir Janakat in Taiwan 
and Aleen Bannayan In Amman 

JORDAN'S MEN’S basketball team 
arrived in Taiwan, Chinese Taipei, 
Saturday to join nine other teams in 
the 21st International William Jones 
Basketball Tournament. 

The week-long event gets underway 
Sunday when the hosts play Malaysia 
in the opening march. 

The Kingdom's team had two train- 
ing sessions before opening their 
matches against Chinese Taipei 
Monday. They then play the UAE, 
Korea and Malaysia. 

The participating teams have been 
divided into two groups. The first 
includes Jordan, Chinese Taipei, UAE. 
Korea, Malaysia while Group 2 
includes Japan. Thailand, Saudi 
Arabia, the Philippines and Costa 
Rica. 

The top two teams in each group will 
play in the semifinals while the rest 
will play for 5th- 10th places. 


The Jordanian team has a rough task 
ahead with tournament regulations 
stipulating that the host team qualifies 
to the semifinals, regardless of its 
results in the preliminary round. 

This means Jordan has to win Group 
2 to ensure qualification since taking 
second place in case Taipei does not 
take first place will drop Jordan out of 
contention because Taipei will then 
qualify with the first placed team. 

Another dilemma facing Jordan's 
team is adjusting to play without four 
key players after Al Jazireh Club with- 
drew their players from all national 
team lineups on the eve of the men’s 
team’s departure citing “bias against 
their players.” 

While so far filing to solve the issue, 
the Jordan Basketball Federation 
named two other players (one from 
Orthodoxi and another from Ahli 
clubs) to the lineup that left Amman 
with only ten players. 

In preparation for the tournament, 
the team had a training camp in Athens 


during which they played six matches 
winning two and losing the rest 

They also hosted ihe Iraqi national 
team winning 93-65 in the first friend- 
ly while the second ended in a 79-79 
draw after the Iraqis refused to play 
overtime to determine the winner. 

The team includes mainly Under-22 
players and are joined by veterans 
Hilal Barakat and Yousef Zaghloul, in 
addition to Nasser Bassam. Faisal 
Nsour. Fadi Saqqa. Mohammad 
ShamaJi. Ayman Du'eis and Ashraf 
Samara. Jan Sahlieh and Kama! Hilou 
were recalled to the lineup after Ma'an 
Odeh, Husain Lutfi and Yousef Abu 
Bakr. Ala' Bilbeisi of Al Jazireh with- 
drew. 

The Kingdom was placed seventh in 
the last Asian Basketball 
Championship which was held in 
Saudi Arabia last year. 


Qualifier stuns top-seeded Bjorkman 



BROOKLINE. 
Massachusetts (AP) — 
Qualifier Sebastien 

Grosjean of France upset 
top-seeded Jonas Bjorkman 
7-6 (9-7), 6-1 Friday to 
advance to the semifinals of 
the MFS Pro Tennis 
Championship at the 
Longwood Cricket Club. 

Bjorkman had appeared 
headed to win the first set 
but double-faulted in the 
tiebreaker ar set point. 
Grosjean, whose best previ- 
ous showing had been a 
fourth-round appearance at 
Wimbledon, then rallied to 
win the tiebreaker and a 
convincing second-set victo- 
ry. 

Bjorkman, of Sweden, 
was frustrated with his 
* defeat. -.-‘i- -■ 

“I. thick if you pressure 
’ him, you can defeat him," 
Bjorkman said. “I made too 
many mistakes. That was the 
difference today. 

I lost it more than he won 
it” . 

In other quarterfinals 
Friday, fourth-seeded 
Michael Chang defeated 
Gianluca Pozzi of Italy 6-4, 
2-6, 6-1, and Paul Haarhuis 
of the Netherlands beat 
countryman and defending 
champion Sjeng Schalken 0- 
6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Chang, who was broken 
twice in the second set, eas- 
ily won the third set as Pozzi 
seemed to wear down at the 
end of the match. 

Pozzi broke Chang in the 
second game of the first set 
before Chang rallied. 

“The first set was when I 
had my chances.*’ Pozzi 
said. “I played well in the 
second set. He's very good, 
but if I had won that first set. 
the match would have been 
mine." 

Pozzi won the second set 
with breaks in the fifth and 
seventh games, dominating 
the set with a strong baseline 
game chat kept Chang off- 


Jonas Bjorkman 
balance. 

Chang, however, resumed 
control in the final set. He 
broke Pozzi in the second 
game and went to a 9-1 lead. 
He again broke Pozzi in the 
sixth game and served out 
for the match. 

Haarhuis fought off three 
break points in the second 
sec and came back to win it 


by breaking Schalken in the 
seventh game. 

“I started moving better.” 
Haarhuis said. “When he 
was playing so well. I just 
tried to stay in it." 

Haarhuis and Schalken 
held serve and were tied 3-3 
in the third set. 

Haarhuis then changed 
tactics, employing a serve 


and volley game. He broke 
Schalken in the seventh 
game and went on to register 
10 consecutive points, win- 
ning the final three games. 

"The momentum definite- 
ly turned in the third set.” 
Haarhuis said. “In the last 
three games of the match, he 
mentally wasn't there any- 
more.” 


Zoff announces new squad 

ROME l AFP) — Italy's new coach Dino Zoff rung the changes here 
on Friday when he announced his squad to face Wales in their 2000 
European championship qualifier at Anfieid next month. 

Zoffs axe fell on World Cup goalkeeper Gianluca Pagliuca and 
defender Alessandro Costacurta. while skipper Paolo Maldini also 
misses ZofFs first game in chaige with an abdominal muscle injury. 

Roberto Baggio's prayers, however, were answered. The 3 1 -year- 
old joins the expected strike force of Christian Vieri and Alessandro 
Del Piero. 

Three men get their first call-up to the squad — Jonathan Bachini 
and Giuliano Giannicbedda, both midfielders from last season's rev- 
elation side Udinese, and defender Michele Serena, who has just left 
Fiorentina to join Adetico Madrid in Spain. 

Zoff has kept faith with AC Milan’s Demetrio Alberdni, who had 
a poor World Cup. Dino Baggio and their best midfielder at France 
98, combative newcomer Luigi Di Biagio. 


A market rsseareti company requires staff 
for temporary and longer term employment 
In foe following areas: 


* research assistants 

* interviewers 

* data entry operators 

* data control staff 

Market research experience not necessary bul 
applicants must be able to demonstrate relevant 
experience and skills. 

Please send CV to: 

’Vacancies”, P.O. Box: 830351, 

Amman 11183, JORDAN 


A distinguished one bedroom apartment in Shmeisani, 
behind Marriott Hotel. Fully furnished, 100 sq.m., second 
floor, large veranda, water, electricity, telephone, satellite. 
(Yearly basis). 

Please call Mr. Jarrar at Tel.: 5665972, 
Mobile: 82822 
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Khatib off to NAM summit, Rifai represents King 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdul Hah 
al Khatib left Saturday for South Africa to represent 
Jordan at the Noo-Aligned Movement fNAM) foreign min- 
isters conference which precedes for a Non-Aligned 
Summit conference opening on Sept. 2. 

In a pre-departure statement, Khatib said the ministers 
will discuss a host of regional and international questions, 
including the Middle Hast peace process, dialogue between 
the north and the south, and economic cooperation among 
developing nations. 

Khatib said that the conference offers a good opportuni- 
ty for Jordan to submit its case regarding to these ques- 
tions, pointing out that Jordan, which enjoys respect from 
all the non-aligned nations, was among the founders of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) which was established in 
Bandung, Indonesia, in 1955. 

He said that Jordan truly believes in non-aligned nations' 
ability to play a key role on the international scene. 

Khatib noted that on the sidelines of the conference, he 
will hold talks with Arab foreign ministers attending the 
meeting to discuss issues of concern to the Arab World. 

The minister and his delegation will afterwards attend 
the NAM s ummi t conference. 

His Majesty King Hussein has entrusted Senate President 
Zeid Rifai to represent him at the summit meeting where he 
will lead a Jordanian delegation to the conference to be 
attended by 1 13 nations. 

Rifai is expected to deliver King Hussein's address to the 
summit outlining the Kingdom's views with regard to 
regional and international issues. 


Nzo: NAM to modernise or die 


DURBAN (AFP) — South African Foreign 
Minister Alfred Nzo told delegates at the 
opening session of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) summit that the 113- 
nation organisation had to modernise to sur- 


German envoy: 
Sudan's bombed 
factory made only 
pharmaceuticals 


BONN (AFP) — The 
Sudan factory hit by U.S. 
missiles did not make com- 
ponents for possible chemi- 
cal weapons but only phar- 
maceuticals and veterinary 
products, Germany's 
ambassador to Khartoum 
was quoted Saturday as 
saying. 

“The factory mainly pro- 
duces anti-biotics, medica- 
ments against diarrhoea and 
malaria, preparations for 
transfusions and veterinary 
products," Werner Damn 
was quoted by the German 
news magazine Der Spiegel 
as saying in an internal 
report to his government. 

The magazine quoted 
from a leaked Five-page 
report by Bonn's mission 
chief to Sudan on thVstrike 
against the plant, which 
Washington claimed had 
been making chemical ele- 
ments of the nerve gas VX. 

Sudan has vehemently 
denied Washington's claims 
about the activities of the Al 
Shiffa plant which was 
destroyed in the Aug. 20 
U.S. attack, saying it pro- 
duced only pharmaceutical 
products. 

“In no way can the plant 
be described as a chemical 
factory." the German envoy 
was quoted as saying in 
Monday's edition of Der 
Spiegel, an advance copy of 
which was made available. 
“A number of pharmacolo- 
gists and business represen- 
tatives visited the enterprise 


daily,” he said. “All the raw 
materials came from China 
and Europe." 

A source close to the 
German government con- 
firmed that Daum had faxed 
a note to Bonn on the night 
of the U.S. attack. But the 
source said that it had been 
a hurried draft “written 
without knowledge of the 
facts and the general cir- 
cumstances.” 

German foreign ministry 
spokesman ■ Martin 

Erdmann had no comment 
on the reported message by 
the Khartoum ambassador. 

Der Spiegel itself said that 
after the German govern- 
ment had given its backing 
to the U.S. raids on the 
Sudan ’ factory ' and : *dii 
alleged terrorist base in 
Afghanistan, the Bonn for- 
eign and defence ministries 
had not taken the ambas- 
sador's report too seriously 
and had treated it as “sub- 


jective. 

The raids were in retalia- 
tion for terrorist bomb 
blasts at U.S. embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam 
which claimed 257 lives, 
including those of 12 
Americans. 

Sudanese President Omar 
Al Bashir launched an 
appeal on Saturday for 
“resistance" against the 
U.S. "The U.S. has made a 
grave mistake in declaring 
war against us,*' Bashir 
said. 


vi ve. 

He said the movement was unrivalled for 
its efforts to build just and equitable global 
conditions, “but we all need to modernise 
and sharpen its instincts lest atrophy sets 
in.” 

“The challenges that the new century 
thrusts on us are more complex than ever,” 
Nzo told delegates from some 80 countries 
at the opening session. “They are intricate in 
their nature, potentially divisive and stag- 
gering in scope and depth.” 

He said the legacy of movement's 
founders “instructs us to look with candour 
into ourselves and the conflicts and tensions 
present within and between us.” 

Those conflicts will occupy much of the 
business of the summit, particularly the 
fighting in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, in which Angola. Zimbabwe. 
Namibia, Rwanda and Uganda — all mem- 
ber states — have become embroiled. 

The head of the DRC delegation here, 
Kikaya Ben Karubi, told AFP that President 
Laurent Kabila had confirmed his intention 
to come to the summit, but his appearance 
here depended “on the military situation on 
the ground. If it is going our way he will 
come.” 

U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan is 
expected to hold talks on the crisis with 
leaders of southern African states following 
his arrival at the su mmi t Wednesday. 


But several other countries have long-term 
interna] or external conflicts which will 
affect the tenor of the meeting — Sudan, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Eritrea and 
Ethiopia, to mention a few — are all repre- 
sented. 

Libyan delegates were Saturday busy 
preparing their official position on the 
Lockerbie bombing — another side issue — 
after Washington and London offered to tiy 
the two Libyans suspected of canying out 
the tnid-air bombing in die Netherlands. 

South Africa, which takes over the chair- 
manship of the huge, politically divergent 
organisation from Colombia at the summit, 
has said it intends to keep greater coopera- 
tion among the poorer states of the south 
and United Nations reform at the forefront 
of NAM policy into the new millennium. 

Nzo said the organisation “must continue 
to be the conscience and the champion of 
the many voices of the weak and the power- 
less in defiance of the dominant hegemony 
of the strong and powerful.” 

The United States. Britain and France, 
who unofficially represent the richer states 
of the north, have been invited as observers 
to the conference for the first time. 

The delegates' preparatory session is to be 
followed by a meeting of NAM foreign min- 
isters Monday and Tuesday, which will 
streamline proposals to be set before a full 
summit of heads of state and government 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

The heads of stale will issue a commu- 
nique on the last day of the su mmi t outlining 
the organisation's agenda for the coming 
three years. 


As Hebron clashes continue 


PNA warns against settler expansion 


HEBRON (AP) — Palestinian 
boys huried stones and empty 
bottles towards Israeli soldiers 
Saturday as the Palestinian 
leadership warned of escalat- 
ing tensions in die fractious 
city if a Jewish enclave there is 
expanded. 

Israeli soldiers responded 
with one round of rubber bul- 
lets towards die Palestinian 
protesters who ranged in age 
from ten to fourteen. No 
injuries were reported. 

Tensions in the city have 
.been flaring siiyyjfaejajatAgrig 
of a p ro min ent rabbi in his 
home nine days ago, apparent- 
ly by a Palestinian militant 

The Palestinian leadership 
issued a statement late Friday 
condemning Israeli plans to 
expand and fortify Tel 
Romeida. the heavily fortified 
Jewish enclave in the city cen- 
tre where Rabbi Shlomo 
Raanan was killed. 

“The Palestinian cabinet 
warns Israel drat building in Tel 
Romeida would ignite an 
already tense situation.” a state- 
ment issued after a meeting of 
die Palestinian cabinet read. 

Responding to Raanan 's 
killing. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 

announced this week that Tel 
Romeida's trailer homes would 
be replaced by permanent 


structures. 

After the killing, Israeli 
troops imposed a round-the- 
clock curfew on 30,000 
Palestinians living in the 
Israeli-controlled downtown 
area near the Jewish settler 
enclaves. 

In its statement, the 
Palestinian cabinet demanded 
the curfew be lifted immediate- 
ly- 

Most of Hebron's population 
live in the zone that Israel 
turned over to Palestinian con- 
trol last year. The other 20 per 
cent, where 500 Jewish settlers 
live among 30,000 
Palestinians, is controlled by 
Israel The city is often a flash- 
point far violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Meanwhile, despite Israeli 
reports that an agreement over 
a much delayed troop with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
was in reach. Palestinian offi- 
cials insisted Israel had not yet 
accepted a U.S. proposal to 
hand over a full 13 per cent of 
the area. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said Netanyahu 
has oily accepted a 13 percent 
pullback in which three per 
cent would be designated a 
nature reserve where 
Palestinians would have virtu- 
ally no say over land use, 


In fear of Jewish militant reprisals 
Netanyahu’s security to be increased 


TEL AVIV {AFP) — Security around Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and his defence 
minister will be increased to avert possible 
attacks by extremists opposed to Israeli military 
withdrawal in the West Bank. Israeli state radio 
said Saturday. 

The decision to heighten security measures 
around Netanyahu and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai was made after several 
meetings between the prime minister and top 
sedurityserVidfcoffidh&itsaid. 

Security officials have been concerned that 
extremists may cany out attacks on Israeli offi- 
cials such as Mordechai who support a pullback 
from the West Bank. 

The British newsletter Foreign Report said this 
week that death threats have teen made against 
(he defence minister. 

Extremists sympathetic to the anti- Arab Kach 
Party, banned in 1994. have in recent days car- 
ried out a sit-in as “a sign of mourning” in front 
of Mordechai "s house to protest the August 20 
killing of a settler rabbi in the West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Israeli security services have also stepped up 
surveillance of Jewish extremists out of fear they 
may try to commit anti-Arab terrorist attacks, a 
security official told AFP Friday. 

“We are taking very seriously the risk that 


Jewish extremists might commit ads to avenge 
the murder of settlers or to sabotage any possible 
accord with the Palestinians on a military pull- 
back in the West Bank.” the official said. 

The chance of such acts is considered all the 
greater because settlers in the West Bank are 
armed and exasperation in their ranks has been 
glowing in recent months. 

Foreign Report also said this week that an 
underground Jewish group was preparing “a 
series of assassinations of Arabs in the Wxt 
Bank” and attacks on Jerusalem's Al Aqsa 
Mosque complex, Islam’s third holiest shrine. 

But die security official, who requested 
anonymity, said neither the police nor Israel’s 
domestic intelligence service Shin Bet have 
information about the formation of any clandes- 
tine groups to cany out violence. 

In the early 1980s Shin Bet broke up a net- 
work which carried out several anti-Arab attacks 
and was planning to blow up the Al Aqsa 
Mosque to block Israel's pullback from die 
Egyptian Sinai. 

Shin Bet has also dismantled other groups of 
lesser importance, but failed to stop a massacre 
of Muslims by settler Baruch Goldstein in 
Hebron in 1994, or the assassination of Labour 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. 


including construction. The 
Palestinians have consistently 
rejected such an arrangement 
“Mr. Netanvahu did not 


accept 13 per cent as he is 
insinuating.” Erekat told 
reporters after the cabinet 
meeting. “Wc really uige Mr. 


Netanyahu to revive the peace 
process through a clear cut yes 
to the American initiative with 
all its components” 



REMEMBERING DIANA: Visitors walk past the monument to Diana, Princess of 
Wales, on the lake at her family home of Althorp in Northamptonshire, Saturday. 
Princess Diana died in a car crash in Paris a year ago (AP photo) 


U.S. says it will not negotiate over 
handover of Libyan suspects 


WASHINGTON (AFP I — The 
U.S. said Friday it would not 
negotiate with Libya over “guar- 
antees” in a plan to hand over for 
trial two suspects linked to the 
19S8 Lockerbie bombing. 

“There arc no details to nego- 
tiate with Libya, Libya has no 
grounds for delay." Stale 
Department spokesman James 
Foley said after Libyan 
President Moummar Qadhafi 
rejected the U.S. demand to 
“immediately” turn over two 
Libyans for trial in the 
Netherlands. 

“We arc not ready to send 
human beings like that, without 
guarantees," Qadhafi said m a 

live interview with the Qatari 
channel AJ Jazeera. 

Earlier Friday. White House 
spokesman Barry Toiv told 
reporters travelling with 
President Bill Clinton in 
Massachusetts: “The only 

choice for Libya is immediate 
compliance." 

Toiv noted the U.N. Security 
Council's unanimous backing 
Thursday far die U.S.-British 
plan to put (he two men on trial 
in the Netherlands. 

Libya has agreed to deliver the 
two suspects to the Netherlands 
but Friday called far negotia- 
tions on judicial procedures. 

A minis try statement called on 
Britain. the Netherlands and the 
U.S. “to begin discussions with 
[Tripoli! as soon as possible over 
ways to put into application the 


initiative" for the trial. 

On Thursday Qadhafi said in a 
television interview ihat Tripoli 
needed “guarantees" before 
handing over the suspects. 

Washington favours casing 
UN. sanctions against. Libya if it 
follows through and extradites 
the men for trial hut would tight- 
en the measures if it refuses to 
hand diem over. 

The I5-membcr Security 
Council late 'Thursday unani- 
mously adopted a resolution 
providing for suspension of six- 
year-old sanctions against Libya 
once the two suspects arrive in 
the Netherlands for trial. 

“Our sole motivation is to seek 
justice on behalf of the victims 
and their families.” Toiv said. 

Nevertheless the U.S. insisted 
that (he Security Council resolu- 
tion include the threat of "addi- 
tional measures” if the two men 
are not extradited promptly. 

Before the Security Council 
vote, Libyan Ambassador 
Abuzed Dorda said Tripoli for- 
mally accepted the Netherlands 
trial but listed a scries of proce- 
dural difficulties which he said 
still needed to be ironed oul 

The Libyan suspects. Abdul 
Basset All Mohammad Al 
Mcgrahi and Al Amin Khalifa 
Fhiraah. are accused of blowing 
up Pan Am flight 103 over the 
Scottish village of Lockerbie in 
December 1 988. The blas^killed 
all 259 people on board and 1 1 
people on the ground. 


U.K. denies plot 
to kill Qadhafi 


* 

LONDON (R) — Britain on Saturday denied accusations by 
Libyan President Moummar Qadhafi that the British intelligence 
service hud plotted to kill him. 

Qadhafi said in an interview with Libyan television Friday that 
“ plot to assassinate him was hatched under the former 


, ww me, IVHilier 

Conservative government administration. Libya, he said, had 
tapes and other material to prove ft. 

“This Is an old claim. The foreign secretary has said there is no 
troth in it whatsoever." a British Foreign Office spokesman said. 

The allegation first surfaced earlier this month when a renegade 
former British intelligence officer said Britain’s MJ6 spy agency 
had given 100,000 pounds loan Arab agent in 1996lonuiabomh 
under Qadhafi 's motorcade. 

The British intelligence officer, David Shayler. who is under 
arrcst in Paris on charges of broaching Britain's Official Secrets 
Act said the bomb was placed by Islamists under the wrong car 
and exploded killing several bystanders. L 

Foreign Secretary Robin Cook at the time dismissed the alle- 
gations as “pure fantasy.” He said be had investigated the claims 
made by Shayier and was satisfied lhat no attempt had been made 
on Qadhafi 's life. 

Qadhafi attempted to link the allegations of a plot against him 
with negotiations for the extradition of two Libvare. wanted for 
the 1988 Lockerbie airliner bombing and the I9S6 U.S. bombing 
of Libya. 0 

“How can they talk about Lockerbie and not talk about the mas- 
sacre in 1986 of our people and children? How can we talk about 
Lockerbie and fotget the assassination attempt which was organ- 
ised by the British intelligence and which has witnesses to rt°“ 
the Libyan president asked. 

Libya has been under U.N. sanctions since 1992 for its refusal 
to extradite two Libyan suspects to Britain or the United States 
where they have been indicted over the bombing of a Pan Am air* 
liner over Lockerbie. Scotland, which killed 270 people, nadhafi 
on Friday rejected U.S. demands that Libya should immediately 
band over the two Libyan suspeas. 3 


British couple 
decide it is too 
good to eat the cake 


Colombian Foreign Minister and outgoing Secretary of 
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), Dr. GF de Soto is 
watched by delegates on a monitor at the opening of the 
12th NAM summit in Durban, the biggest summit ever 
held by the NAM with participants from 83 member 
countries and some 53 heads of state having confirmed 
their arrival in South Africa's second largest city (AFP 
photo) 


64-year-old British 
mountaineer sets 
out for Tibet’s most 
sacred peak 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's best-known 
mountaineer. 64-year-old 
Chris Bonington Friday set 
out to be the first man to 
climb Tibet's most sacred 
peak. Bonington, the first 
Briton to climb Mount 
Everest in 1975, and his 
six-man team will travel 
through eastern Tibet on a 
mission to be the first to 
scale the 7.600-metre Sepu 
Kangri mountain. The 
peak, whose name means 
the Great Snow Mountain 
by The Sacred Lake, lies in 
the eastern section of the 
Nyain-Qen-Tanglha Shan 
range. 320 kilometres 
Northeast of the Tibetan 
capita] Lhasa. 


Sundance name 
not exclusive to 
Robert Redford 


FORT WORTH CAP) — 
The Sundance Kid doesn’t 
have a monopoly on the 
name. Robert Redford, who 
played the outlaw in “Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid" and uses the name on 
his Utah-based Sundance 
Enterprises, Sundance Rlin 
Festival and Sundance 
Institute, plans to start a 
chain of Sundance movie 
theatres, with one of them 
to be in Fort Worth. Texas. 
But theatres owned by Ed 
Bass already are named 
Sundance — so Redford's 
attorneys wrote to him, say- 
ing they wanted the name 
Sundance removed. 


Radio’s web site 
to post Goethe’s 
poetry on the Web 


LErPZIG i AFP) — To cel- 
ebrate Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe's 250th birth- 
day next year. Germany’s 
international radio will post 
excerpts — both written 
and read — on the Internet 
“We wanted to elicit, on the 
most modem of media, 
interest in the old master of 
German literature,” said the 
radio's director Dieter 
Weirich Friday. So it is 
enlisting modern-day actors 
to read the author's poetry, 
plays and other writings 
aloud and making it avail- 
able at ihc dick of a mouse. 
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LONDON (R) — A British 
couple who ordered a 
$6,600 wedding cake in the 
shape of a fairy tale horse- 
drawn carriage have decid- 
ed it is too good to eat. The 
cake was the centrepiece at 
a reception after Clare 
Byrne and Anthony 
Hegney’s lavish wedding, 
the" Mirror newspaper 
reported. But the couple 
didn't have the heart to cut 
the 1.5 metre long 
Cinderella-inspired cre- 
ation with its pumpkin- 
shaped carriage, slx horses 
and mice footmen all made 
of sponge and white icing. 
The cake took nine months 
to make. 
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Cape Verde 
singer among 
UNESCO music 
prize winners 
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AIX-LA-CHAPELLE 
I AFP) — The 1998 
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UNESCO music prize has / . _Thi t , 

hppn nvuarHa/l tn fftnc 0 1 

Si ^Set, 


been awarded to Cape 
Verde singer Cesaria Evora. 
Franco-Greek compose* 
Iannis Xenakis and a South 
African cultural centre* 
officials announced Friday. 
The Khongisa Youth Centre 
for Performing Arts, Music 
and Theatre has been 
recognised For its support 
of young performers 
the end of the apartheid era. 
The prize, regarded as one 
of the most prestigious 
music awards, will & 
awarded in the German 

town of Aix-Ia-dapellc 
October 17. It is jointly run 
by UNESCO and & 
International Mu 5 ^ 
Council. 
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